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Staff at Ruby Lake NWR have created paths to provide walk-in access for waterfowl hunters. Two
areas have marked trails into the marsh; Brown Dike and Gravel Pit Pond. The trails were created using
our amphibious vehicle and are not necessarily smooth or dry; waders are still required in most cases.
There are no blinds and there is no requirement to hunt at any particular site. Area use is on a first-come
first-served basis; please be respectful of other hunters nearby. Most pond sites are sufficiently spaced
for safe hunting. Trails are marked with posts with white reflectors for ease in navigating in the dark.
Posts at the pond site or trail end are marked with red reflectors.

Specific trail/pond attributes for Brown Dike area locations:

Pond 1 — There is a parking spot along Brown Dike where there is access across the borrow ditch. This
trail is about % mile to the beginning of the pond. This pond expands eastward and southward and
should provide ample hunting area in an otherwise inaccessible area of the marsh.

Pond 2 — Park in the same area as Pond 1. This trail is 1/3 mile long and leads to a smaller pond area off
the main hunting area near Brown Dike.- Exploring southeast reveals even more ponds and hunting
opportunities.

Pond 3 — Park on the west side of the Collection Ditch across from the restroom at Brown Dike. Follow
the track and stakes southeast to the edge of the main pond. This trail is the shortest distance at just over
300 yards.

Pond 4 — Use the same parking area and trail as for Pond 3, but continue another 200 yards.
Pond 5 - Use the same parking area and trail as for Pond 3, but look for the trail marker to the southwest

of the parking area. Follow the tracks through the grass and eventually into the marsh. This trail is a
little longer at almost 4/10 mile. This trail accesses a series of ponds extending southward.
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Specific trail/pond attributes for Gravel Pit Pond locations:

Pond 6 — Park at the Gravel Pit Pond for all areas. Follow the tracks across the grass for % mile to a
series of ponds. This area is a good spot for youth or others that do not have waders as long as one
person has waders to place decoys, retrieve downed birds, etc.

Pond 7 — This trail is about 300 yards to the beginning of a large pond and follows the outlet channel of
the Gravel Pit Pond. This trail is suitable to drag a canoe or kayak for nearly unlimited access to this
part of the marsh.

Pond 8 — This trail is the longest in the area at 4/10 mile and leads to many opportunities for setting up.
Follow the tracks through the grass and cross a small strait of water to the next island. Continue across
the island to a complex of ponds.

Pond 9 — The trail to this pond starts across the ditch from the parking area and continues through the
grass to the pond edge. The trail is less than ¥ mile and leads to a series of ponds. This trail is also
suitable for those without waders.
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