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Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes NWR CCP Public Meeting 

Grover Beach, March 22, 2016 

Public comments & discussion 

− There was a concern about the ramifications of alternative C on threatened and endangered 
species. The same commenter asked “who will make the final decision?” 

− There was a question and discussion about the Coastal Commission’s role in the planning 
process. 

− A commenter who had previously attended a guided walk with refuge staff said it was a great 
experience. This person recommended that the Service utilize the nonprofit Dunes Center more 
frequently for these walks and suggested that this could save funding.  

− A commenter mentioned that Refuge tours have been poorly advertised and that not many 
people knew about them. This person recommended doing a better job advertising in the 
future.  

− It was suggested that it would not be expensive to do a better job advertising for tours and 
walks. 

− The Service is not achieving goal 3. A person said “no one even knows you are here,” referring to 
the lack of public knowledge of the refuge. It was mentioned that there is no established 
volunteer or friends group. The Service needs to do more with volunteers. 

− An attendee asked if there was a possibility to create a 4th alternative. They suggested to keep 
the refuge open by taking greater advantage of partnerships. 

− Another person said “this is the age of collaboration.” They suggested that the Service must look 
to partners and collaboration to solve problems. 

− The Dunes Collaborative can help with refuge needs, particularly tours and environmental 
education. 

− “You don’t have to do it all yourself.” The same commenter suggested that the Service look to 
partnerships and “don’t mothball the refuge.” They suggested there might even be alternative 
funding sources to operate the refuge by enhancing partnerships. 

− The question was raised about whether California conservation Corps could be utilized help 
operate the refuge. 

− A commenter had “concerns about alternative C”:  
o A) They said closing the refuge will not keep people from destroying cultural and natural 

sites. Alternative C will exacerbate these problems because of the lack of staff presence. 
o B) Choosing alternative C will result in extensive degradation from invasive species, 

particularly weeds. This will be a permanent loss because restoring dunes once they are 
degraded is impossible. 

o C) Budgets are cyclical and are likely to rise again sometime in the future. Alternative C 
is “shortsighted” because it will be impossible to restore once degraded. 
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o D) While the Service may save money by choosing alternative C, neighbors including the 
State parks, Chevron, and agricultural producers will bear the cost and burden. Under 
alternative C, the Refuge will become a refuge for pigs and invasive species which will 
spread onto neighboring properties, increasing their costs. Further, under alternative C, 
crime and vandalism will increase in the area, also affecting neighboring landowners. 

− It was suggested that the Service cannot rely on volunteers over the life of a 15 year plan. The 
Service needs an employee stationed at the refuge. 

− There was a discussion about whether the refuge could use electronic surveillance to minimize 
crime and vandalism. 

− An attendee asked whether there were many problems with “hobos” or vandalism. 
− An attendee observed that the Service cannot prevent fishermen from accessing the refuge 

border along the wet sand, which is State land. 
− An attendee asked about the wetlands on the refuge, specifically if there are ponds. They 

wanted to know whether they were fresh or salt and if they had been tested. 
− An attendee said, “you have a responsibility,” referring to the need to protect cultural 

resources.  
− Another attendee mentioned that cultural resources are not limited to known sites, but that the 

entire refuge landscape is considered a cultural resource by Native American tribes.  
− It was observed that the dunes are recognized as a “national natural landmark.” There were 

questions about whether this status has any bearing on which alternative is selected and 
whether funding could be available because of the status. 

− An attendee asked whether there are any other close refuges. An attendee said “we would all 
like B,” referring to alternative B. 

− There was a discussion about accessibility, particularly ADA requirements, in natural areas such 
as the refuge.  

− It was suggested, referring to a strategy in alternative B, that the refuge should rope off the 
front and back of the dunes, in addition to creating a corridor, to provide access through snowy 
plover habitat. It was mentioned that other land managers do this successfully to provide access 
to otherwise inaccessible areas. 

− There was a question about off-road vehicle access to the refuge and whether or not there are 
regular trespass events. The same commenter said that “it is good there is no access.” 

− “Alternative C is troubling.” The same commenter mentioned that from time to time their are 
emergencies and questioned, under alternative C how the Service could possibly handle them 
and protect resources. They mentioned that boats have been washed ashore in the past. Oil and 
fuel are an issue. “Stranded boats are real threat under alternative C.” 

− An attendee wanted to know whether there would be plover monitoring under alternative C. It 
was suggested that the Service could hire an independent contractor to monitor plovers. 

− An attendee mentioned that volunteers used to do the plover monitoring at the refuge. 
− An attendee wanted to reiterate a comment from earlier that alternative C will negatively affect 

neighboring landowners. This person mentioned that the State Parks and Chevron do intensive 
management on their property, specifically with respect to hogs and invasive plant species. They 
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suggested that the refuge will become an island for these threats and alternative C will hamper 
their efforts. Chevron, in particular, will be negatively affected by alternative C, because invasive 
plant species will travel downwind from the refuge to Chevron. 

− Somebody said, “If you don’t manage hogs, your refuge will be a refuge for hogs.” 
− It was mentioned that there are opportunities to cooperatively find money with the Dunes 

Center and other organizations.  
− An attendee mentioned that a hybrid alternative is the best choice. 
− Another person mentioned that “collaboration is the way.” 
− An attendee mentioned that the Dunes Complex is one of only two places in the whole country 

with Central Coast Dunes Scrub. It is “a valuable natural asset.” 
− An attendee wanted to know the next steps in the planning process. 
− An attendee wanted to know if people would have the opportunity to comment on the 

essentially selected alternative. They expressed a desire to comment before the plan is final. “I 
want option to comment on preferred alternative.” 

− It was asked why the Service would ever choose alternative C. They suggested that the Service 
should select alternative B and only go with alternative C in the future, if necessary. 

− It was asked whether the Service could cut funding from other refuges in order to fund 
Guadalupe-Nipomo Dunes National Wildlife Refuge. 

− It was said that “not dealing with hogs will affect agricultural producers.” 

 

Other comments received from attendees (obtain after or before the formal presentation) 

− There was a concern that the official refuge acquisition boundary includes state lands and other 
property, and this in turn may impact/limit new ORUV opportunities in the future. 

− It was suggested that if the refuge did a better job managing the Western snowy plover, that 
would reduce limitations on ORUV in other areas.  

− The Service needs an on-site manager to build partnerships and be a member of the community. 
The refuge can’t be effectively managed from the Ventura. 

− The Service needs to monitor the plover population, just like other landowners on the central 
coast are required to do. 

− Several people wanted to know why the Service would even consider alternative C, implying C 
was the worst alternative.  
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