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Table E-8.  Bitter Creek NWR – Plants 

Bitter Creek NWR 

Scientific Name Common Name Family 

Acanthomintha obovata subsp. cordata heart-leaved acanthomintha Lamiaceae 

Achillea millefolium common yarrow Asteraceae 

Acmispon americanus var. americanus [Lotus 
purshianus var. purshianus; Lotus 
unifoliolatus var. unifoliolatus] 

typical American bird's-foot-trefoil Fabaceae 

Acmispon brachycarpus [Lotus humistratus] short-podded lotus Fabaceae 

Acmispon glaber [Lotus scoparius] deer lotus Fabaceae 

Acmispon procumbens var. procumbens [Lotus 
procumbens var. procumbens] 

typical silky bird's-foot-trefoil Fabaceae 

Acmispon wrangelianus [Lotus wrangelianus, 
Lotus subpinnatus, misapplied] 

Wrangel's lotus Fabaceae 

Agoseris grandiflora var. grandiflora typical grassland agoseris Asteraceae 

Agoseris retrorsa spear-leaved agoseris Asteraceae 

Ailanthus altissima tree-of-heaven Simaroubaceae 

Aliciella leptomeria [Gilia leptomeria] sand aliciella Polemoniaceae 

Allium crispum crinkled onion Alliaceae [Liliaceae] 

Allium howellii var. howellii typical Howell's allium Alliaceae [Liliaceae] 

Allium peninsulare var. peninsulare typical peninsular allium Alliaceae [Liliaceae]  

Allophyllum gilioides subsp. gilioides typical gilia-like allophyllum Polemoniaceae 

Allophyllum gilioides subsp. violaceum gilia-like allophyllum Polemoniaceae 

Amaranthus blitoides mat amaranth Amaranthaceae 

Ambrosia acanthicarpa annual bur-sage Asteraceae 

Amsinckia douglasiana Douglas's fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia eastwoodiae Eastwood's fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia intermedia [Amsinckia menziesii 
var. intermedia] 

common rancher's fireweed Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia menziesii [var. menziesii] Menzies's fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia tessellata var. gloriosa glorious fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia tessellata var. tessellate typical tessellate fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia vernicosa [var. vernicosa] green fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Ancistrocarphus filagineus hooked groundstar Asteraceae 

Androsace elongata subsp. acuta California androsace Primulaceae 

Anisocoma acaulis anisocoma Asteraceae 

Aphanes occidentalis western parsley-piert Rosaceae 

Artemisia dracunculus wild tarragon Asteraceae 

Artemisia tridentata subsp. tridentata Great Basin sagebrush Asteraceae 

Asclepias eriocarpa Kotolo milkweed Apocynaceae [Asclepiadaceae] 

Asclepias erosa giant sand-milkweed Apocynaceae [Asclepiadaceae] 

Asclepias fascicularis narrow-leaf milkweed Apocynaceae [Asclepiadaceae] 

Astragalus didymocarpus var. didymocarpus typical two-seeded milkvetch Fabaceae 

Astragalus douglasii var. douglasii typical Douglas's milkvetch Fabaceae 

Astragalus hornii var. hornii  typical Horn's milkvetch Fabaceae 
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Astragalus lentiginosus var. nigracalycis black-sepaled freckled locoweed Fabaceae 

Astragalus oxyphysus Diablo milkvetch Fabaceae 

Astragalus trichopodus var. phoxus Santa Barbara milkvetch Fabaceae 

Athysanus pusillus dwarf athysanus Brassicaceae 

Atriplex argentea var. expansa [var. 
mohavensis] 

Mojave orach Chenopodiaceae 

Atriplex canescens subsp. canescens typical four-wing saltbush Chenopodiaceae 

Atriplex lentiformis [subsp. lentiformis; 
Atriplex breweri]  

big saltbush Chenopodiaceae 

Atriplex polycarpa many-fruited saltbush Chenopodiaceae 

Atriplex spinifera spinescale saltbush Chenopodiaceae 

Avena barbata slender wild oat Poaceae 

Avena fatua common wild oat Poaceae 

Baccharis glutinosa [Baccharis douglasii] marsh baccharis Asteraceae 

 Baccharis salicifolia [Baccharis glutinosa, 
misapplied; Baccharis viminea]  

mulefat Asteraceae 

Balsamorhiza deltoidea deltoid balsamroot Asteraceae 

Bloomeria crocea golden bloomeria Themidiaceae [Liliaceae] 

Boechera pulchra [Arabis pulchra var. 
pulchra] 

beautiful rock-cress Brassicaceae 

Bolboschoenus maritimus subsp. paludosus 
[Scirpus maritimus var. paludosus]  

saltmarsh tuberous-bulrush Cyperaceae 

Bowlesia incana hoary bowlesia Apiaceae 

Bromus arenarius Australian chess Poaceae 

Bromus berteroanus [Bromus trinii var. trinii] Chilean chess Poaceae 

Bromus carinatus var. carinatus  California brome Poaceae 

Bromus catharticus rescue grass Poaceae 

Bromus diandrus [Bromus rigidus] ripgut brome Poaceae 

Bromus hordeaceus [Bromus mollis] soft chess  Poaceae 

Bromus madritensis subsp. madritensis foxtail chess Poaceae 

Bromus madritensis subsp. rubens [Bromus 
rubens] 

red brome Poaceae 

Bromus tectorum common cheatgrass Poaceae 

Calandrinia ciliata ciliate red-maids Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Calochortus clavatus var. clavatus typical club-haired mariposa lily Liliaceae  

Calochortus kennedyi var. kennedyi typical desert mariposa lily Liliaceae  

Calochortus venustus Venus mariposa lily Liliaceae 

Calyptridium monandrum sand-cress calyptridium Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Camissonia campestris subsp. campestris typical Mojave suncup Onagraceae 

Camissonia contorta contorted suncup Onagraceae 

Camissonia strigulosa strigose suncup Onagraceae 

Camissoniopsis bistorta [Camissonia bistorta] southern suncup Onagraceae 

Camissoniopsis hirtella [Camissonia hirtella] small-haired camissonia Onagraceae 

Camissoniopsis intermedia [Camissonia 
intermedia] 

intermediate suncup Onagraceae 

Camissoniopsis pallida subsp. pallida 
[Camissonia pallida subsp. pallida] 

typical pallid evening-primrose Onagraceae 
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Capsella bursa-pastoris common shepherd's-purse Brassicaceae 

Castilleja applegatei Applegate's paintbrush 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja exserta subsp. exserta typical purple owl's-clover 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja minor subsp. spiralis  typical lesser paintbrush 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja plagiotoma Mojave paintbrush 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja subinclusa subsp. subinclusa typical long-leaf paintbrush 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Caulanthus coulteri [var. coulteri] Coulter's caulanthus Brassicaceae 

Caulanthus inflatus desert-candle caulanthus Brassicaceae 

Caulanthus lasiophyllus [Guillenia 
lasiophylla; Thelypodium lasiophyllum] 

California mustard Brassicaceae 

Caulanthus lemmonii [Caulanthus coulteri var. 
lemmonii] 

Lemmon’s jewelflower Brassicaceae 

Centaurea melitensis tocalote Asteraceae 

Centaurea solstitialis yellow centaurea Asteraceae 

Centrostegia thurberi Thurber's centrostegia Polygonaceae 

Chaenactis stevioides [var. brachypappa] stevia chaenactis Asteraceae 

Chamaesyce ocellata subsp. ocellata typical ocellated spurge Euphorbiaceae 

Chenopodium album white goosefoot Chenopodiaceae 

Chenopodium californicum California chenopodium Chenopodiaceae 

Chorispora tenella tenella mustard Brassicaceae 

Chorizanthe staticoides statice chorizanthe Polygonaceae 

Chorizanthe uniaristata one-awn chorizanthe Polygonaceae 

Chorizanthe watsonii Watson's chorizanthe Polygonaceae 

Chorizanthe xanti var. xanti typical Xantus's chorizanthe Polygonaceae 

Chrysothamnus viscidiflorus  viscid rabbitbrush Asteraceae 

Cirsium occidentale western thistle Asteraceae 

Clarkia cylindrica subsp. cylindrical typical speckled clarkia Onagraceae 

Clarkia purpurea subsp. quadrivulnera four-spotted clarkia Onagraceae 

Clarkia purpurea subsp. viminea large purple clarkia Onagraceae 

Clarkia tembloriensis subsp. tembloriensis Vasek's Temblor Range clarkia  Onagraceae 

Claytonia exigua subsp. exigua typical pale claytonia Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Claytonia parviflora subsp. parviflora typical streambank spring-beauty Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Claytonia parviflora subsp. viridis green streambank spring-beauty Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Claytonia perfoliata subsp. perfoliata typical miner’s lettuce  Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Collinsia bartsiifolia var. davidsonii Davidson's collinsia 
Plantaginaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Collinsia heterophylla purple-and-white collinsia 
Plantaginaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Convolvulus arvensis field convolvulus Convolvulaceae 

Cordylanthus rigidus subsp. rigidus rigid bird’s beak 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Corethrogyne filaginifolia [Lessingia 
filaginifolia, including var. filaginifolia] 

common corethrogyne Asteraceae 

Crassula connata sand pygmyweed Crassulaceae 
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Croton setigerus [Eremocarpus setigerus] turkey-mullein Euphorbiaceae 

Cryptantha circumscissa matted cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha echinella hedgehog cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha flaccida flaccid cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha intermedia intermediate cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha nemaclada Colusa cryptanta Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha nevadensis Nevada cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha nevadensis var. rigida rigid cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha oxygona sharp-nut cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cryptantha sparsiflora [included in 
Cryptantha flaccida in Jepson Manual 1st 
edition] 

few-flowered cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cucurbita palmate common coyote gourd Cucurbitaceae 

Cuscuta californica var. californica typical chaparral dodder Convolvulaceae [Cuscutaceae] 

Datura wrightii [Datura meteloides] Wright's datura Solanaceae 

Deinandra pallida [Hemizonia pallida] Kern tarplant Asteraceae 

Delphinium gypsophilum subsp. gypsophilum Pinoche Creek larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium hansenii  Hansen's delphinium Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium inopinum unexpected larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium parryi subsp. purpureum Mount Pinos larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium patens subsp. montanum mountain spreading larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Descurainia pinnata subsp. glabra smooth western tansy-mustard Brassicaceae 

Descurainia sophia Eurasian tansy mustard Brassicaceae 

Dichelostemma capitatum subsp. capitatum typical blue dicks Themidiaceae [Liliaceae] 

Distichlis spicata spiked saltgrass Poaceae 

Dudleya lanceolata lance-leaved dudleya Crassulaceae 

Eastwoodia elegans eastwoodia Asteraceae 

Eleocharis quinqueflora [Eleocharis 
pauciflora] 

few-flowered spike-rush Cyperaceae 

Elymus cinereus [Leymus cinereus] basin wild-rye Poaceae 

Elymus condensatus [Leymus condensatus] California giant wildrye Poaceae 

Elymus elymoides [Sitanion hystrix] bottlebrush squirreltail Poaceae 

Elymus glaucus blue wildrye Poaceae 

Elymus multisetus [Sitanion jubatum] big squirreltail Poaceae 

Elymus stebbinsii [Agropyron parishii] Stebbins's wheatgrass Poaceae 

Elymus triticoides [Leymus triticoides] creeping beardless wildrye Poaceae 

Elymus X gouldii [Leymus X multiflorus] multiflowered wildrye Poaceae 

Emmenanthe penduliflora var. penduliflora yellow-flowered whispering bells 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Ephedra viridis green ephedra Ephedraceae 

Epilobium brachycarpum tall annual willow-herb Onagraceae 

Epilobium canum subsp. latifolium broad-leaved California fuchsia Onagraceae 

Eragrostis cf. pectinacea  western lovegrass Poaceae 

Eremalche parryi subsp. kernensis [Eremalche 
kernensis] 

Kern mallow Malvaceae 



Appendix E - Plants and Wildlife 

	 	 	 	 	 E-25	

Bitter Creek NWR 

Scientific Name Common Name Family 

Eremalche parryi subsp. parryi typical Parry's mallow  Malvaceae 

Eremothera boothii subsp. decorticans 
[Camissonia boothii subsp. decorticans] 

reddish shredding primrose Onagraceae 

Eriastrum densifolium subsp. austromontanum southern mountain eriastrum Polemoniaceae 

Eriastrum densifolium subsp. elongatum elongate eriastrum Polemoniaceae 

Eriastrum hooveri Hoover's eriastrum Polemoniaceae 

Eriastrum pluriflorum many-flowered eriastrum Polemoniaceae 

Eriastrum pluriflorum subsp. pluriflorum typical many-flowered eriastrum Polemoniaceae 

Eriastrum signatum David's spotted woolly-star Polemoniaceae 

Eriastrum sparsiflorum  few-flowered eriastrum Polemoniaceae 

Ericameria linearifolia [Haplopappus 
linearifolius] 

linear-leaved goldenbush Asteraceae 

Ericameria nauseosa var. mohavensis 
[Chrysothamnus nauseosus subsp. 
mohavensis] 

Mojave rubber rabbitbrush Asteraceae 

Erigeron foliosus var. foliosus typical leafy fleabane Asteraceae 

Eriogonum angulosum angle-stemmed eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum baileyi var. baileyi  typical Bailey’s buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum cf. wrightii  Wright's eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum clavatum Hoover's desert-trumpet Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum elongatum var. elongatum typical long-stemmed eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum fasciculatum var. polifolium Mojave Desert California buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum gossypinum cottony wild buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum gracile var. gracile typical slender woolly eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum heermannii Heermann's eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum nudum naked eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum ordii Fort Mohave wild buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum roseum wand wild buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum temblorense Temblor wild buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum viridescens two-toothed wild buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriophyllum confertiflorum var. confertiflorum long-stem golden yarrow Asteraceae 

Eriophyllum jepsonii Jepson's eriophyllum Asteraceae 

Eriophyllum lanatum var. obovatum southern Sierra woolly sunflower Asteraceae 

Eriophyllum pringlei Pringle’s eriophyllum Asteraceae 

Erodium cicutarium red-stemmed filaree Geraniaceae 

Erodium moschatum musk filaree Geraniaceae 

Erysimum capitatum var. capitatum 
[Erysimum moniliforme] 

typical western wallflower  Brassicaceae 

Eschscholzia caespitosa tufted California-poppy Papaveraceae 

Eschscholzia californica common California-poppy Papaveraceae 

Eschscholzia lemmonii subsp. lemmonii typical Lemmon’s eschscholzia Papaveraceae 

Eulobus californicus [Camissonia californica] mustard camissonia Onagraceae 

Festuca bromoides [Vulpia bromoides] brome fescue Poaceae 

Festuca microstachys [Festuca arida; F. 
ffuses; F. eastwoodiae; F. pacifica; F. reflexa; 
F. grayi; F. microstachys var. ffuses; F. tracyi; 

small fescue Poaceae 



Appendix E - Plants and Wildlife                 

E-26		 																																													

Bitter Creek NWR 

Scientific Name Common Name Family 
F. microstachys var. pauciflora; F. 
microstachys var. microstachys; Vulpia 
microstachys] 
Festuca myuros [Vulpia myuros; V. myuros 
var. ffuses;V. myuros var. myuros] 

hairy rat-tail fescue Poaceae 

Frankenia salina alkali frankenia Frankeniaceae 

Fritillaria agrestis stink-bells Liliaceae 

Galium andrewsii subsp. intermedium intermediate Andrews’s bedstraw Rubiaceae 

Galium aparine annual bedstraw Rubiaceae 

Gilia achilleifolia subsp. multicaulis  many-stemmed California gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia austro-occidentalis southwestern gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia brecciarum subsp. brecciarum typical Nevada gilia  Polemoniaceae 

Gilia capitata subsp. abrotanifolia southernwood-leaved gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia jacens [Gilia brecciarum subsp. jacens] purple-flowered breccia gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia latiflora subsp. cuyamensis Cuyama gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia latiflora subsp. davyi Davy’s gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia modocensis Modoc gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia ochroleuca subsp. bizonata desert volcanic gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia transmontana transmontane gilia Polemoniaceae 

Gilia tricolor tricolored gilia Polemoniaceae 

Grindelia camporum  common gumplant Asteraceae 

Gutierrezia californica California matchweed Asteraceae 

Helianthus annuus common annual sunflower Asteraceae 

Heliotropium curassavicum salt heliotrope Boraginaceae 

Herniaria ffuses var. cinerea [subsp. cinerea] gray herniaria Caryophyllaceae 

Hesperoyucca whipplei [Yucca whipplei] Whipple’s yucca Agavaceae [Liliaceae] 

Heterotheca sessiliflora subsp. echioides 
[Chrysopsis villosa var. echioides] 

bristly golden-aster Asteraceae 

Hirschfeldia incana [Brassica ffuseste] summer field mustard Brassicaceae 

Hordeum depressum low barley Poaceae 

Hordeum murinum subsp. glaucum [Hordeum 
glaucum; Hordeum stebbinsii] 

glaucous barley Poaceae 

Hordeum murinum subsp. leporinum 
[Hordeum leporinum] 

hare barley Poaceae 

Hordeum murinum subsp. murinum common wall-barley Poaceae 

Hordeum vulgare  common barley Poaceae 

Hornungia procumbens [Hutchinsia 
procumbens] 

prostrate hornungia Brassicaceae 

Isocoma acradenia [Haplopappus acradenius]  alkali goldenbush Asteraceae 

Isocoma acradenia var. bracteosa 
[Haplopappus acradenius subsp. bracteosus] 

San Joaquin isocoma Asteraceae 

Iva axillaris [subsp. robustior] poverty-weed iva Asteraceae 

Juglans regia common walnut Juglandaceae 

Juncus balticus Baltic rush Juncaceae 

Juncus effusus subsp. pacificus ? Pacific soft rush Juncaceae 

Juncus ensifolius ? dagger-leaved rush Juncaceae 

Juncus mexicanus Mexican rush Juncaceae 
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Juncus xiphioides iris-leaved rush Juncaceae 

Juniperus californica California juniper Cupressaceae 

Koeleria macrantha prairie koeleria Poaceae 

Krascheninnikovia lanata [Eurotia lanata, 
Ceratoides lanata] 

common winterfat Chenopodiaceae 

Lactuca serriola common prickly lettuce Asteraceae 

Lagophylla ramosissima [subsp. ramosissima] branched lagophylla Asteraceae 

Lasthenia gracilis [Lasthenia californica s.l.] needle goldfields Asteraceae 

Lasthenia microglossa small-rayed lasthenia Asteraceae 

Layia glandulosa glandular layia Asteraceae 

Layia pentachaeta subsp. albida white Sierran layia Asteraceae 

Lepidium appelianum [Cardaria pubescens] long-stalk hoary-cress Brassicaceae 

Lepidium nitidum [var. nitidum] shining pepperwort Brassicaceae 

Leptosiphon filipes [Linanthus filipes] thread-like leptosiphon Polemoniaceae 

Leptosiphon liniflorus [Linanthus liniflorus] flax-flowered leptosiphon Polemoniaceae 

Leptosiphon parviflorus [Linanthus 
parviflorus] 

small-flowered leptosiphon Polemoniaceae 

Leptosiphon pygmaeus subsp. continentalis 
[Linanthus pygmaeus subsp. continentalis]  

continental pygmy leptosiphon Polemoniaceae 

Leptosyne bigelovii [Coreopsis bigelovii] Bigelow's coreopsis Asteraceae 

Leptosyne calliopsidea [Coreopsis 
calliopsidea] 

leafy-stemmed coreopsis Asteraceae 

Lessingia glandulifera var. glandulifera 
[Lessingia lemmonii var. lemmonii] 

typical valley lessingia Asteraceae 

Linanthus dichotomus subsp. dichotomus typical evening snow Polemoniaceae 

Lithophragma cymbalaria mission woodland-star Saxifragaceae 

Lithophragma parviflorum var. parviflorum typical small-flowered woodland-star Saxifragaceae 

Loeseliastrum schottii Schott's loeseliastrum Polemoniaceae 

Logfia filaginoides [Filago californica] California cottonrose Asteraceae 

Lomatium californicum California lomatium Apiaceae 

Lomatium macrocarpum large-fruited lomatium Apiaceae 

Lomatium utriculatum spring-gold lomatium Apiaceae 

Lonicera subspicata var. denudata [Lonicera 
johnstonii] 

southern chaparral honeysuckle Caprifoliaceae 

Lupinus albifrons white-leaved bush-lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus bicolor bicolored lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus elatus tall silky lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus excubitus  grape-soda lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus formosus var. formosus typical summer bush lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus microcarpus var. densiflorus [Lupinus 
densiflorus] 

dense-flowered lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus microcarpus var. horizontalis 
[Lupinus horizontalis] 

sunset lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus microcarpus var. microcarpus 
[Lupinus subvexus] 

red-flowered lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus succulentus succulent lupine Fabaceae 

Madia elegans elegant madia Asteraceae 

Malacothrix californica California malocothrix Asteraceae 
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Malacothrix coulteri Coulter's malacothrix Asteraceae 

Malacothrix saxatilis var. tenuifolia 
[Malacothrix altissima] 

short-leaved cliff-aster Asteraceae 

Malus sp. (persisting from cultivation) apple Rosaceae 

Malva parviflora small-flowered mallow Malvaceae 

Marah fabacea California man-root Cucurbitaceae 

Marrubium vulgare common horehound Lamiaceae 

Matricaria discoidea [Chamomilla 
suaveolens; Matricaria matricarioides] 

common pineapple-weed Asteraceae 

Melia azedarach L. Chinaberry tree Meliaceae 

Melica imperfect small flowered melica Poaceae 

Melica stricta nodding melica Poaceae 

Mentzelia affinis yellow blazing-star Loasaceae 

Mentzelia dispersa bushy mentzelia Loasaceae 

Mentzelia pectinata San Joaquin blazing-star Loasaceae 

Mentzelia veatchiana Veatch's mentzelia Loasaceae 

Microsteris gracilis [Phlox gracilis] slender microsteris Polemoniaceae 

Mimulus androsaceus orange bush-monkeyflower Phrymaceae [Scrophulariaceae] 

Mimulus guttatus seep-spring mimulus Phrymaceae [Scrophulariaceae] 

Minuartia douglasii Douglas's stitchwort Caryophyllaceae 

Mirabilis multiflora var. pubescens Foebel's mirabilis Nyctaginaceae 

Monardella breweri subsp. lanceolata 
[Monardella lanceolata] 

mustang monardella Lamiaceae 

Monardella linoides subsp. oblonga willowy monardella Lamiaceae 

Monolopia lanceolata common monolopia Asteraceae 

Monolopia stricta Crum's monolopia Asteraceae 

Mucronea perfoliata [Chorizanthe perfoliata] perfoliate mucronea Polygonaceae 

Muhlenbergia asperifolia scratchgrass muhly Poaceae 

Muhlenbergia rigens California deergrass Poaceae 

Muilla maritima common muilla Themidiaceae [Liliaceae] 

Myosurus minimus least mousetail Ranunculaceae 

Navarretia leptalea [Gilia leptalea] Bridges's pincushion-plant Polemoniaceae 

Navarretia mitracarpa [Navarretia jaredii] mitre-fruited navarretia Polemoniaceae 

Nemacladus californicus [Parishella 
californica] 

California parishella Campanulacaeae 

Nemophila menziesii var. menziesii typical baby blue-eyes Boraginaceae  

Nemophila pedunculata meadow nemophila Boraginaceae  

Nicotiana glauca glaucous tobacco Solanaceae 

Nicotiana quadrivalvis [Nicotiana bigelovii] large-flowered tobacco Solanaceae 

Oenothera primiveris spring evening-primrose Onagraceae 

Orobanche fasciculata fascicled broomrape Orobanchaceae 

Osmorhiza brachypoda California sweet-cicely Apiaceae 

Packera breweri [Senecio breweri] Brewer's ragwort Asteraceae 

Papaver heterophyllum [Stylomecon 
heterophylla] 

California wind-poppy Papaveraceae 
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Pectocarya linearis subsp. ferocula slender pectocarya Boraginaceae 

Pectocarya penicillata sleeping combseed Boraginaceae 

Pectocarya setosa setose pectocarya Boraginaceae 

Pellaea mucronata var. californica California cliffbrake Pteridaceae 

Penstemon centranthifolius California scarlet bugler 
Plantaginaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Penstemon heterophyllus var. australis ? southern foothill penstemon 
Plantaginaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Penstemon laetus var. laetus  typical penstemon 
Plantaginaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Perideridia pringlei Pringle's yampah Apiaceae 

Phacelia cicutaria caterpillar phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia ciliata ciliate phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia cryptantha cryptantha phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia distans distant phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia douglasii Douglas's phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia egena Kaweah River phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia fremontii Fremont's phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia imbricata subsp. imbricate imbricate phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia imbricata subsp. patula typical imbricate phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia tanacetifolia tansy-leaved phacelia 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Pholistoma membranaceum white pholistoma 
Boraginaceae 
[Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phoradendron bolleanum [Phoradendron 
densum] 

bollean mistletoe Viscaceae 

Phoradendron serotinum subsp. tomentosum 
[Phoradendron villosum; Phoradendron 
flavens] 

hairy mistletoe Viscaceae 

Pinus monophylla [Pinus cembroides subsp. 
monophylla; Pinus cembroides var. 
monophylla] 

single-leaved pinyon Pinaceae 

Plagiobothrys arizonicus Arizona popcorn-flower Boraginaceae 

Plagiobothrys canescens valley popcorn-flower Boraginaceae 

Plagiobothrys leptocladus alkali plagiobothrys Boraginaceae 

Plagiobothrys nothofulvus rusty plagiobothrys Boraginaceae 

Plagiobothrys tenellus Pacific popcorn-flower Boraginaceae 

Plantago erecta [Plantago hookeriana var. 
californica] 

erect plantain Plantaginaceae 

Platystemon californicus cream-cups Papaveraceae 

Plectritis ciliosa [subsp. insignis] ciliate plectritis Valerianaceae 

Poa bulbosa subsp. vivipara viviparous bulbous bluegrass Poaceae 

Poa fendleriana subsp. longiligula  long-liguled mutton-grass Poaceae 

Poa secunda subsp. juncifolia rush bluegrass Poaceae 

Poa secunda subsp. secunda [Poa scabrella] typical secund bluegrass Poaceae 

Polygonum aviculare subsp. depressum 
[Polygonum arenastrum] 

oval-leaved knotweed Polygonaceae 
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Scientific Name Common Name Family 

Polypogon monspeliensis rabbitsfoot grass Poaceae 

Populus sp. (cultivar) cotonwood Salicaceae 

Populus fremontii subsp. fremontii  typical Fremont’s cottonwood Salicaceae 

Populus nigra European black poplar Salicaceae 

Populus trichocarpa [Populus balsamifera 
subsp. trichocarpa] 

western black cottonwood Salicaceae 

Prunus virginiana var. demissa western choke-cherry Rosaceae 

Pseudognaphalium canescens [Gnaphalium 
canescens] 

Wright’s rabbit-tobacco Asteraceae 

Pseudognaphalium luteoalbum [Gnaphalium 
luteo-album] 

weedy cudweed Asteraceae 

Pseudognaphalium stramineum [Gnaphalium 
stramineum; Gnaphalium chilense] 

cotton-batting-plant Asteraceae 

Pterostegia drymarioides woodland pterostegia Polygonaceae 

Pyrus sp. (cultivar) pear Rosaceae 

Quercus berberidifolia inland scrub oak Fagaceae 

Quercus douglasii California blue oak Fagaceae 

Quercus john-tuckeri [Quercus turbinella 
subsp. californica] 

Tucker's oak Fagaceae 

Quercus X alvordiana Alvord's oak Fagaceae 

Rafinesquia californica California chicory Asteraceae 

Ribes californicum var. californicum  typical hillside gooseberry  Grossulariacae 

Ribes quercetorum oak-woods gooseberry Grossulariacae 

Robinia pseudoacacia common robinia Fabaceae 

Rosa sp. (cultivar) rose Rosaceae 

Rumex crispus oval-leaved knotweed Polygonaceae 

Rumex hymenosepalus canaigre dock Polygonaceae 

Salix sp. salix Salicaceae 

Salix exigua [Salix argophylla] coyote willow Salicaceae 

Salix gooddingii Goodding's black willow Salicaceae 

Salix laevigata smooth red willow Salicaceae 

Salix lasiolepis arroyo willow Salicaceae 

Salsola tragus [Salsola iberica; Salsola kali 
var. tenuifolia; Salsola pestifer] 

common Russian-thistle tumbleweed Chenopodiaceae 

Salvia carduacea thistle sage Lamiaceae 

Salvia columbariae [var. columbariae] California chia Lamiaceae 

Sambucus nigra subsp. caerulea [Sambucus 
mexicana, misapplied] 

western blue elderberry Adoxaceae [Caprifoliaceae] 

Schismus arabicus Arabian schismus Poaceae 

Schismus barbatus common Mediterranean schismus Poaceae 

Secale cereal cultivated annual rye Poaceae 

Senecio vulgaris common garden groundsel Asteraceae 

Sisymbrium altissimum tall sisymbrium Brassicaceae 

Sisymbrium orientale oriental sisymbrium Brassicaceae 

Solanum umbelliferum [var. incanum] blue-witch nightshade Solanaceae 

Solanum xanti chaparral nightshade Solanaceae 

Solidago confinis southern goldenrod Asteraceae 

Sonchus asper subsp. asper typical spiny-leaved sow-thistle Asteraceae 

Sonchus oleraceus common annual sow-thistle Asteraceae 
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Spergularia marina salt-marsh sand-spurrey Caryophyllaceae 

Stanleya pinnata var. pinnata typical desert prince's-plume Brassicaceae 

Stellaria nitens shining starwort Caryophyllaceae 

Stellaria pallida pale starwort Caryophyllaceae 

Stephanomeria exigua subsp. carotifera white plume stephanomeria Asteraceae 

Stephanomeria exigua subsp. exigua typical small stephanomeria Asteraceae 

Stephanomeria pauciflora [var. pauciflora] few-flowered stephanomeria Asteraceae 

Stephanomeria virgata subsp. pleurocarpa typical tall stephanomeria Asteraceae 

Stipa cernua [Nassella cernua] nodding needle grass Poaceae 

Stipa pulchra [Nassella pulchra] purple needle grass Poaceae 

Stipa speciosa [Achnatherum speciosum; 
Jarava speciosa; Pappostipa speciosa] 

desert needle grass Poaceae 

Streptanthus cordatus heart-leaved streptanthus Brassicaceae 

Stylocline gnaphaloides everlasting stylocline Asteraceae 

Stylocline micropoides woolly-head stylocline Asteraceae 

Tamarix aphylla athel tamarix Tamaricaceae 

Tamarix ramosissima common salt-cedar Tamaricaceae 

Tetrapteron graciliflorum [Camissonia 
graciliflora] 

hill suncup Onagraceae 

Tetrapteron palmeri [Camissonia palmeri] Palmer's suncup Onagraceae  

Thysanocarpus curvipes sand fringepod Brassicaceae 

Toxicoscordion brevibracteatum [Zigadenus 
brevibracteatus] 

desert zigadene Melanthiaceae [Liliaceae] 

Trichostema lanceolatum vinegar trichostema Lamiaceae 

Trichostema ovatum ovate bluecurls Lamiaceae 

Trifolium albopurpureum [var. 
albopurpureum] 

common rancheria clover  Fabaceae 

Trifolium gracilentum [var. gracilentum] pinpoint clover Fabaceae 

Trifolium olivaceum [Trifolium 
albopurpureum var. olivaceum] 

olive clover Fabaceae 

Trifolium willdenovii [Trifolium tridentatum] tomcat clover Fabaceae 

Tropidocarpum gracile graceful tropidocarpum Brassicaceae 

Typha angustifolia narrow cattail Typhaceae 

Typha domingensis southern cattail Typhaceae 

Ulmus sp. Elm Ulmaceae 

Uropappus lindleyi [Microseris lindleyi; M. 
linearifolia; Calais lindleyi] 

Lindley's uropappus Asteraceae 

Urtica dioica subsp. holosericea  hoary nettle Urticaceae 

Verbena lasiostachys  western verbena Verbenaceae 

Veronica anagallis-aquatica great water speedwell 
Plantaginaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Xanthium spinosum spiny cocklebur Asteraceae 

Xanthium strumarium common cocklebur Asteraceae 

Yabea microcarpa yabea Apiaceae 

List includes plants observed or documented within the National Wildlife Refuge boundary as well as a limited number of 
vouchered specimens from lands directly adjacent to the refuge. List compiled by Elizabeth L. Painter, botanist, with data from 
Pam De Vries, Tim Thomas & Carl Wishner, N. Misa Werner, and others. Scientific names follow The Jepson Manual, 2nd 
Edition (Baldwin, B.G., D.H. Goldman, D.J. Keil, R. Patterson, T.J. Rosatti, and D.H. Wilken, editors, 2012. The Jepson manual: 
vascular plants of California, second edition. University of California Press, Berkeley). Brackets indicate synonyms and former 
family names. 
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Table E-9.  Bitter Creek NWR – Culturally Significant Plants 

Culturally Significant Plants at Bitter Creek NWR 
Scientific Name Common Name Family 
Achillea millefolium common yarrow Asteraceae 
Acmispon brachycarpus [Lotus 
humistratus] 

short-podded lotus Fabaceae 

Acmispon glaber [Lotus scoparius] deer lotus Fabaceae 
Acmispon procumbens var. procumbens 
[Lotus procumbens var. procumbens] 

typical silky bird's-foot-trefoil Fabaceae 

Agoseris retrorsa spear-leaved agoseris Asteraceae 

Allium crispum crinkled onion Alliaceae [Liliaceae] 

Allium howellii var. howellii typical Howell's allium Alliaceae [Liliaceae] 

Allium peninsulare var. peninsulare typical peninsular allium Alliaceae [Liliaceae]  
Amsinckia intermedia [Amsinckia 
menziesii var. intermedia] 

common rancher's fireweed Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia menziesii [var. menziesii] Menzies's fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia tessellata var. gloriosa glorious fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Amsinckia tessellata var. tessellata typical tessellate fiddleneck Boraginaceae 

Artemisia dracunculus wild tarragon Asteraceae 

Artemisia tridentata subsp. tridentata Great Basin sagebrush Asteraceae 

Asclepias eriocarpa Kotolo milkweed Apocynaceae [Asclepiadaceae] 

Asclepias erosa giant sand-milkweed Apocynaceae [Asclepiadaceae] 

Asclepias fascicularis narrow-leaf milkweed Apocynaceae [Asclepiadaceae] 

Atriplex canescens subsp. canescens typical four-wing saltbush Chenopodiaceae 
Atriplex lentiformis [subsp. lentiformis; 
Atriplex breweri]  

big saltbush Chenopodiaceae 

Atriplex polycarpa many-fruited saltbush Chenopodiaceae 

Avena barbata slender wild oat Poaceae 

Avena fatua common wild oat Poaceae 

Baccharis glutinosa [Baccharis douglasii] marsh baccharis Asteraceae 
 Baccharis salicifolia [Baccharis 
glutinosa, misapplied; Baccharis viminea]  

mulefat Asteraceae 

Balsamorhiza deltoidea deltoid balsamroot Asteraceae 

Bloomeria crocea golden bloomeria Themidiaceae [Liliaceae] 
Bolboschoenus maritimus subsp. 
paludosus [Scirpus maritimus var. 
paludosus]  

saltmarsh tuberous-bulrush Cyperaceae 

Bromus carinatus var. carinatus  California brome Poaceae 

Bromus diandrus [Bromus rigidus] ripgut brome Poaceae 

Calandrinia ciliata ciliate red-maids Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Calochortus kennedyi var. kennedyi typical desert mariposa lily Liliaceae  

Calochortus venustus Venus mariposa lily Liliaceae 

Calyptridium monandrum sand-cress calyptridium Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 

Castilleja applegatei Applegate's paintbrush 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja exserta subsp. exserta typical purple owl's-clover 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja minor subsp. spiralis  California threadtorch 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja plagiotoma Mojave paintbrush 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Castilleja subinclusa subsp. subinclusa typical long-leaf paintbrush 
Orobanchaceae 
[Scrophulariaceae] 

Caulanthus coulteri [var. coulteri] Coulter's caulanthus Brassicaceae 

Chenopodium californicum California chenopodium Chenopodiaceae 

Chorizanthe staticoides statice chorizanthe Polygonaceae 

Cirsium occidentale western thistle Asteraceae 

Clarkia cylindrica subsp. cylindrical typical speckled clarkia Onagraceae 

Clarkia purpurea subsp. quadrivulnera four-spotted clarkia Onagraceae 
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Clarkia purpurea subsp. viminea large purple clarkia Onagraceae 

Clarkia tembloriensis subsp. tembloriensis Vasek's Temblor Range clarkia  Onagraceae 

Claytonia perfoliata subsp. perfoliata typical miner’s lettuce  Montiaceae [Portulacaceae] 
Corethrogyne filaginifolia [Lessingia 
filaginifolia, including var. filaginifolia] 

common corethrogyne Asteraceae 

Croton setigerus [Eremocarpus setigerus] turkey-mullein Euphorbiaceae 

Cryptantha intermedia intermediate cryptantha Boraginaceae 

Cuscuta californica var. californica typical chaparral dodder Convolvulaceae [Cuscutaceae] 

Datura wrightii [Datura meteloides] Wright's datura Solanaceae 

Deinandra pallida [Hemizonia pallida] Kern tarplant Asteraceae 
Delphinium gypsophilum subsp. 
gypsophilum 

Pinoche Creek larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium hansenii  Hansen's delphinium Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium inopinum unexpected larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium parryi subsp. purpureum Mount Pinos larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Delphinium patens subsp. montanum mountain spreading larkspur Ranunculaceae 

Descurainia pinnata subsp. glabra smooth western tansy-mustard Brassicaceae 
Dichelostemma capitatum subsp. 
capitatum 

typical blue dicks Themidiaceae [Liliaceae] 

Distichlis spicata spiked saltgrass Poaceae 

Dudleya lanceolata lance-leaved dudleya Crassulaceae 

Elymus cinereus [Leymus cinereus] basin wild-rye Poaceae 
Elymus condensatus [Leymus 
condensatus] 

California giant wildrye Poaceae 

Elymus elymoides [Sitanion hystrix] bottlebrush squirreltail Poaceae 

Elymus glaucus blue wildrye Poaceae 

Elymus multisetus [Sitanion jubatum] big squirreltail Poaceae 

Elymus triticoides [Leymus triticoides] creeping beardless wildrye Poaceae 

Ephedra viridis green ephedra Ephedraceae 

Epilobium canum subsp. latifolium broad-leaved California fuchsia Onagraceae 
Eriastrum densifolium subsp. 
austromontanum 

southern mountain eriastrum Polemoniaceae 

Eriastrum densifolium subsp. elongatum elongate eriastrum Polemoniaceae 
Ericameria linearifolia [Haplopappus 
linearifolius] 

linear-leaved goldenbush Asteraceae 

Ericameria nauseosa var. mohavensis 
[Chrysothamnus nauseosus subsp. 
mohavensis] 

Mojave rubber rabbitbrush Asteraceae 

Erigeron foliosus var. foliosus typical leafy fleabane Asteraceae 

Eriogonum angulosum angle-stemmed eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum baileyi var. baileyi  typical Bailey’s buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum cf. wrightii  Wright's eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum elongatum var. elongatum typical long-stemmed eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum fasciculatum var. polifolium Mojave Desert California buckwheat Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum nudum naked eriogonum Polygonaceae 

Eriogonum roseum wand wild buckwheat Polygonaceae 
Eriophyllum confertiflorum var. 
confertiflorum 

long-stem golden yarrow Asteraceae 

Erodium cicutarium red-stemmed filaree Geraniaceae 

Eschscholzia californica common California-poppy Papaveraceae 

Gilia capitata subsp. abrotanifolia southernwood-leaved gilia Polemoniaceae 

Grindelia camporum  common gumplant Asteraceae 

Gutierrezia californica California matchweed Asteraceae 

Helianthus annuus common annual sunflower Asteraceae 

Heliotropium curassavicum salt heliotrope Boraginaceae 

Hesperoyucca whipplei [Yucca whipplei] Whipple’s yucca Agavaceae [Liliaceae] 

Hirschfeldia incana [Brassica ffuseste] summer field mustard Brassicaceae 
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Hordeum murinum subsp. glaucum 
[Hordeum glaucum; Hordeum stebbinsii] 

glaucous barley Poaceae 

Hordeum murinum subsp. leporinum 
[Hordeum leporinum] 

hare barley Poaceae 

Hordeum murinum subsp. murinum common wall-barley Poaceae 

Juncus balticus Baltic rush Juncaceae 

Juncus effusus subsp. pacificus ? Pacific soft rush Juncaceae 

Juncus ensifolius ? dagger-leaved rush Juncaceae 

Juniperus californica California juniper Cupressaceae 
Lasthenia gracilis [Lasthenia californica 
s.l.] 

needle goldfields Asteraceae 

Layia glandulosa glandular layia Asteraceae 

Lepidium nitidum [var. nitidum] shining pepperwort Brassicaceae 

Leptosyne bigelovii [Coreopsis bigelovii] Bigelow's coreopsis Asteraceae 

Lomatium californicum California lomatium Apiaceae 

Lomatium macrocarpum large-fruited lomatium Apiaceae 

Lomatium utriculatum spring-gold lomatium Apiaceae 
Lonicera subspicata var. denudata 
[Lonicera johnstonii] 

southern chaparral honeysuckle Caprifoliaceae 

Lupinus albifrons white-leaved bush-lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus bicolor bicolored lupine Fabaceae 

Lupinus succulentus succulent lupine Fabaceae 

Madia elegans elegant madia Asteraceae 

Malacothrix californica California malocothrix Asteraceae 

Malva parviflora small-flowered mallow Malvaceae 

Marah fabacea California man-root Cucurbitaceae 

Marrubium vulgare common horehound Lamiaceae 

Melica imperfecta small flowered melica Poaceae 

Mentzelia affinis yellow blazing-star Loasaceae 

Mentzelia dispersa bushy mentzelia Loasaceae 

Mentzelia pectinata San Joaquin blazing-star Loasaceae 

Mentzelia veatchiana Veatch's mentzelia Loasaceae 

Mimulus guttatus seep-spring mimulus Phrymaceae [Scrophulariaceae] 
Monardella breweri subsp. lanceolata 
[Monardella lanceolata] 

mustang monardella Lamiaceae 

Monardella linoides subsp. oblonga willowy monardella Lamiaceae 

Muhlenbergia rigens California deergrass Poaceae 

Nicotiana glauca glaucous tobacco Solanaceae 
Nicotiana quadrivalvis [Nicotiana 
bigelovii] 

large-flowered tobacco Solanaceae 

Osmorhiza brachypoda California sweet-cicely Apiaceae 

Pellaea mucronata var. californica California cliffbrake Pteridaceae 

Penstemon laetus var. laetus  typical penstemon Plantaginaceae [Scrophulariaceae] 

Perideridia pringlei Pringle's yampah Apiaceae 

Phacelia cicutaria caterpillar phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia ciliata ciliate phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia cryptantha cryptantha phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia distans distant phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia douglasii Douglas's phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia egena Kaweah River phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia fremontii Fremont's phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia imbricata subsp. imbricate imbricate phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia imbricata subsp. patula typical imbricate phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Phacelia tanacetifolia tansy-leaved phacelia Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 

Pholistoma membranaceum white pholistoma Boraginaceae [Hydrophyllaceae] 
Phoradendron bolleanum [Phoradendron 
densum] 

bollean mistletoe Viscaceae 
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Phoradendron serotinum subsp. 
tomentosum [Phoradendron villosum; 
Phoradendron flavens] 

hairy mistletoe Viscaceae 

Pinus monophylla [Pinus cembroides 
subsp. monophylla; Pinus cembroides var. 
monophylla] 

single-leaved pinyon Pinaceae 

Plagiobothrys nothofulvus rusty plagiobothrys Boraginaceae 

Platystemon californicus cream-cups Papaveraceae 

Polypogon monspeliensis rabbitsfoot grass Poaceae 

Populus fremontii subsp. fremontii  typical Fremont’s cottonwood Salicaceae 
Populus trichocarpa [Populus balsamifera 
subsp. trichocarpa] 

western black cottonwood Salicaceae 

Prunus virginiana var. demissa western choke-cherry Rosaceae 
Pseudognaphalium canescens 
[Gnaphalium canescens] 

Wright’s rabbit-tobacco Asteraceae 

Pseudognaphalium stramineum 
[Gnaphalium stramineum; Gnaphalium 
chilense] 

cotton-batting-plant Asteraceae 

Quercus berberidifolia inland scrub oak Fagaceae 

Quercus douglasii California blue oak Fagaceae 

Quercus X alvordiana Alvord's oak Fagaceae 

Ribes californicum var. californicum  typical hillside gooseberry  Grossulariacae 

Ribes quercetorum oak-woods gooseberry Grossulariacae 

Rumex hymenosepalus canaigre dock Polygonaceae 

Salix sp. salix Salicaceae 

Salix exigua [Salix argophylla] coyote willow Salicaceae 

Salix gooddingii Goodding's black willow Salicaceae 

Salix laevigata smooth red willow Salicaceae 

Salix lasiolepis arroyo willow Salicaceae 

Salvia carduacea thistle sage Lamiaceae 

Salvia columbariae [var. columbariae] California chia Lamiaceae 
Sambucus nigra subsp. caerulea 
[Sambucus mexicana, misapplied] 

western blue elderberry Adoxaceae [Caprifoliaceae] 

Solanum xanti chaparral nightshade Solanaceae 

Solidago confinis southern goldenrod Asteraceae 

Sonchus asper subsp. asper typical spiny-leaved sow-thistle Asteraceae 

Sonchus oleraceus common annual sow-thistle Asteraceae 

Stanleya pinnata var. pinnata typical desert prince's-plume Brassicaceae 

Stephanomeria virgata subsp. pleurocarpa typical tall stephanomeria Asteraceae 

Stipa cernua [Nassella cernua] nodding needle grass Poaceae 

Stipa pulchra [Nassella pulchra] purple needle grass Poaceae 
Stipa speciosa [Achnatherum speciosum; 
Jarava speciosa; Pappostipa speciosa] 

desert needle grass Poaceae 

Thysanocarpus curvipes sand fringepod Brassicaceae 
Toxicoscordion brevibracteatum 
[Zigadenus brevibracteatus] 

desert zigadene Melanthiaceae [Liliaceae] 

Trichostema lanceolatum vinegar trichostema Lamiaceae 
Trifolium albopurpureum [var. 
albopurpureum] 

common rancheria clover  Fabaceae 

Trifolium gracilentum [var. gracilentum] pinpoint clover Fabaceae 
Trifolium willdenovii [Trifolium 
tridentatum] 

tomcat clover Fabaceae 

Typha angustifolia narrow cattail Typhaceae 

Typha domingensis southern cattail Typhaceae 
Uropappus lindleyi [Microseris lindleyi; 
M. linearifolia; Calais lindleyi] 

Lindley's uropappus Asteraceae 

Urtica dioica subsp. holosericea  hoary nettle Urticaceae 

Verbena lasiostachys  western verbena Verbenaceae 
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Sources: Timbrook, 2007; Timbrook, pers. comm., 2012; Anderson, 2007; Anderson, pers. comm., 2012; Stevens, 2004; USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service, Culturally Significant Plants Database (http://plants.usda.gov/java/factSheet?cultural=yes) 
and Native Uses of Native Plants in the Sierra Nevada Mountains and Foothills of California and Nevada (ftp://ftp-
fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/CA/news/Publications/general/NativePlants04.pdf).  
 

 
Table E-10.  Bitter Creek NWR – Special Status Plants Observed Within or in the 
Vicinity of Bitter Creek NWR 

Special Status Plants Observed Within or in the Vicinity of Bitter Creek NWR 

Species Scientific Name 
Common Name 

STATUS Habitat Associations 
& Reported 
Elevation Range 

Observation 
Status USFWS CDFG CNPS 

Acanthomintha obovata subsp. cordata 
   Heart-leaved acanthomintha 

- - 4.2 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland; pinyon & 
juniper woodland, 
grassland (clay); 
2,575-5,050 ft 

Observed on 
Refuge  

Acanthoscyphus parishii var. abramsii  
[Oxytheca parishii var. abramsii] 
   Abram’s flowery puncturebract Abrams' oxytheca Polygonaceae 

 

- - 1B.2 
Chaparral;  
3,750-6,750 ft  

Documented in 
vicinity 

Allium howellii var. clokeyi 
    Mt. Pinos onion - - 1B.3 

Pinyon & juniper 
woodland;  
4,350-6,050 ft  

Documented in 
vicinity 

Amsinckia douglasiana 
    Douglas’ fiddleneck 

- - 4.2 

Cismontane 
woodland, grassland 
(Monterey shale, dry); 
0-6,400 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Androsace elongata subsp. acuta 
   California androsace 

- - 4.2 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, coastal 
scrub, meadows and 
seeps, pinyon & 
juniper woodland, 
grassland; 
490-3,900 ft 

Documented on 
Refuge 

Antirrhinum ovatum 
   small snapdragon 

- - 4.2 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, Pinyon & 
juniper woodland, 
grassland/clay or 
gypsum, often 
alkaline; 
650-3,280 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Astragalus hornii var. hornii 
   typical Horn’s milkvetch 

- - 1B.1 
Meadows and seeps; 
200-2,800 ft  

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Astragalus leucolobus 
   Big Bear Valley woolypod - - 1B.2 

Pinyon & juniper 
woodland;  
5,700-8,700 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Astragalus macrodon 
   Salinas milkvetch 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral openings, 
cismontane woodland, 
grassland (sandstone, 
shale, or serpentinite; 
820-3,120 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Atriplex cordulata var. cordulata 
   heartscale 

- - 1B.2 

Saltbush scrub; 
meadows and seeps, 
valley and foothill 
grassland 
0-1,850 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Atriplex coronata var. coronata 
   typical crownscale 

- - 4.2 

Saltbush scrub, 
grassland, vernal 
pools/alkaline; 
0-1,935 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

California macrophylla [Erodium 
macrophyllum] 
   California filaree 

- - 1B.1 
Cismontane 
woodland, grassland;  
50-3,950 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 
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Special Status Plants Observed Within or in the Vicinity of Bitter Creek NWR 

Species Scientific Name 
Common Name 

STATUS Habitat Associations 
& Reported 
Elevation Range 

Observation 
Status USFWS CDFG CNPS 

Calochortus clavatus var. clavatus 
   typical club-haired mariposa lily 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, coastal 
scrub, grassland 
(usually serpentinite, 
clay, rocky; 
250-4,260 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Calochortus fimbriatus [Calochortus weedii 
var. vestus] 
   late-flowered mariposa lily 

- - 1B.3 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, riparian 
woodland;  
900-6,250 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Calochortus palmeri var. palmeri 
   typical Palmer’s mariposa lily 

- - 1B.2 

Chaparral, lower 
montane coniferous 
woodland, meadows 
& seeps (mesic);  
3,280-7,850 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Castilleja plagiotoma 
   Mojave paintbrush 

- - 4.3 

Great Basin scrub 
(alluvial), Joshua tree  
woodland, lower 
montane coniferous 
forest, Pinyon & 
juniper woodland; 
985-8,200 ft 

Documented on 
Refuge 

Caulanthus californicus 
   California jewelflower 

FE SE 1B.1 

Saltbush scrub; 
pinyon & juniper 
woodland; grassland 
(sandy;  
200-3,280 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Caulanthus lemmonii [Caulanthus coulteri var. 
lemmonii] 
   Lemmon’s jewelflower 

- - 1B.2 
Pinyon & juniper 
woodland, grassland;  
260-4,000 ft 

Documented on 
Refuge 

Chorizanthe blakleyi 
   Blakely’s chorizanthe - - 1B.3 

Chaparral, pinyon & 
juniper woodland; 
1,950-5,250 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Convolvulus simulans 
   mesa morning-glory 

- - 4.2 

Chaparral openings, 
coastal scrub, 
grassland (clay, 
serpentinite seeps); 
100-2,300 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Cordylanthus rigidus subsp. brevibracteatus 
   short-bracted bird’s beak 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, lower and 
upper montane 
coniferous forest 
(granitic), Pinyon & 
juniper woodland; 
3,280-8,500 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Delphinium hesperium subsp. cuyamacae 
   Cuyamaca larkspur 

- SR 1B.2 

Lower montane 
coniferous forest; 
meadows and seeps; 
vernal pools 
4,000-5,400 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Delphimnium inopinum 
   unexpected larkspur 

- - 4.3 

Upper montane 
coniferous forest 
(rocky, metamorphic); 
6,200-9,200 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Delphinium parryi subsp. purpureum 
   Mt. Pinos larkspur 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, Mojavean 
desert scrub, Pinyon 
& juniper woodland; 
3,280-8,530 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Delphinium recurvatum 
   recurved larkspur 

- - 1B.2 

Saltbush scrub; 
cismontane woodland, 
grassland (alkaline);  
10-2,460 ft  

Documented in 
vicinity 

Delphinium umbraculorum 
   umbrella larkspur - - 1B.3 

Cismontane 
woodland;  
1,300-1,970 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 
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Special Status Plants Observed Within or in the Vicinity of Bitter Creek NWR 

Species Scientific Name 
Common Name 

STATUS Habitat Associations 
& Reported 
Elevation Range 

Observation 
Status USFWS CDFG CNPS 

Eremalche parryi subsp. kernensis 
   Kern mallow FE - 1B.1 

Saltbush scrub; 
grassland;  
200-3,300 ft  

Documented on 
Refuge 

Eriastrum hooveri 
   Hoover’s eriastrum 

- - 4.2 

Saltbush scrub; 
pinyon  and juniper 
woodland; grassland;  
165-3,000 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Eriogonum gossypinum 
   cottony buckwheat 

- - 4.2 
Saltbush scrub, 
grassland (clay); 
330-1,800 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Eriogonum kennedyi var. alpigenum 
   southern alpine buckwheat - - 1B.3 

Subalpine coniferous 
woodland; 
8,500-11,500 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Eriogonum kennedyi var. austromontanum 
   southern mountain buckwheat 
 

FT - 1B.2 
Lower montane 
coniferous forest 
5,800-9,500 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Eriogonum nudum var. indictum 
   protruding buckwheat 

- - 4.2 

Chaparral, Saltbush 
scrub, cismontane 
woodland (clay), 
serpentinite; 
490-4,800 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Eriogonum temblorense 
   Temblor buckwheat 

- - 1B.2 
Grassland; 
985-3,280 ft. 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Eriophyllum jepsonii 
   Jepson’s woolly sunflower 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, coastal 
scrub (sometimes 
serpentinite); 
650-3,300 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Eriophyllum lanatum var. hallii 
   Ft. Tejon woolly sunflower 

- - 1B.1 

Chaparral and 
cismontane 
woodland; 
3,500-4,925 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Eriophyllum lanatum var. obovatum 
   Southern Sierra woolly sunflower 

- - 4.3 

Lower and upper 
montane coniferous 
forest (sandy loam); 
3,650-8,200 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Eschscholzia hypecoides 
   San Benito poppy 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, grassland 
(serpentinite clay); 
650-4,920 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Eschscholzia lemmonii subsp. kernensis 
   Tejon poppy - - 1B.1 

Grassland; 
800-2,000 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Frasera neglecta [Swertia neglecta] 
   pine green-gentian 

- - 4.3 

Lower and upper 
montane coniferous 
forest, Pinyon & 
juniper woodland; 
4,590-8,200 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Fritillaria agrestis 
   stinkbells (Chocolate lily) 

- - 4.2 

Chaparral, pinyon & 
juniper woodland, 
cismontane 
woodland; grassland; 
35-5,100 ft 

Documented on 
Refuge 

Gilia latiflora subsp. cuyamensis 
   Cuyama gilia - - 4.3 

Pinyon & juniper 
woodland (sandy); 
1,970-6,560 ft 

Documented on 
Refuge 

Gilia tenuiflora subsp. amplifaucalis 
   trumpet-throated gilia 

- - 4.3 

Cismontane 
woodland, grassland 
(sandy); 
1,280-2,950 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 
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Special Status Plants Observed Within or in the Vicinity of Bitter Creek NWR 

Species Scientific Name 
Common Name 

STATUS Habitat Associations 
& Reported 
Elevation Range 

Observation 
Status USFWS CDFG CNPS 

Lasthenia glabrata subsp. coulteri 
   Coulter’s goldfields - - 1B.1 

Marshes, swamps, 
playas, vernal pools;  
0-4,000 feet 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Layia heterotricha 
   pale yellow layia 

- - 1B.1 

Cismontane 
woodland, coastal 
scrub, pinyon & 
juniper woodland,  
grassland (alkaline or 
clay soils);  
985-5,600 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Layia munzii 
   Munz’s tidy- tips 

- - 1B.2 

Saltbush scrub, 
grassland ( alkaline or 
clay soils); 
500-2,300 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Lepidium jaredii subsp. jaredi 
   Carrizo pepper-grass - - 1B.2 

Grassland (alkaline or 
adobe); 
1,100-3,300 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Lessingia tenuis 
   spring lessingia 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, lower 
montane coniferous 
forest openings; 
985-7,050 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Lupinus elatus 
   tall silky lupine 

- - 4.3 

Lower montane 
coniferous forest; 
Upper montane 
coniferous forest 
4,950-10,000 ft. 

Documented on 
Refuge 

Madia radiata 
  golden madia - - 1B.1 

Saltbush scrub, 
grassland;  
80- 2,950 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Monardella linoides subsp. oblonga 
   Tehachapi monardella 

- - 1B.3 

Lower and upper 
montane coniferous 
forest, pinyon & 
juniper woodland;  
2,950-8,100 ft 

Reported on the 
Refuge in 1997; 
not observed in 
2009 or 2010 

Monolopia congdonii [Lembertia congdonii] 
   San Joaquin woolythreads 

FE - 1B.2 

Saltbush scrub; valley 
and foothill grassland 
(sandy) 
200-2,700 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Mucronea californica 
   California mucronea 

- - 4.2 

Chaparral,cismontane 
woodland,coastal 
dunes, coastal 
scrub,valley and 
foothills grassland 
0-4,600 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Navarretia peninsularis 
   Baja navarretia 

- - 1B.2 

Chaparral, lower 
montane coniferous 
forest, meadows and 
seeps, pinyon & 
juniper woodland;  
4,900-7,500 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Navarretia setiloba 
   Piute Mountains navarretia 

- - 1B.1 

Cismontane 
woodland, pinyon & 
juniper woodland, 
grassland;  
1,000-6,900 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Nemacladus gracilis 
   graceful nemacladus 

- - 4.3 

Cismontane 
woodland, grassland 
(sandy or gravelly); 
390-6,230 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 
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Special Status Plants Observed Within or in the Vicinity of Bitter Creek NWR 

Species Scientific Name 
Common Name 

STATUS Habitat Associations 
& Reported 
Elevation Range 

Observation 
Status USFWS CDFG CNPS 

Perideridia pringlei 
   Pringle’s yampah 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, coastal 
scrub, Pinyon & 
juniper woodland 
(serpentinite, often 
clay); 
985-5,900 ft 

Documented on 
Refuge 

Phacelia exilis 
   Transverse Range phacelia 

- - 4.3 

Lower and upper 
montane coniferous 
forest (sandy or 
gravelly)  meadows 
and seeps, Pebble 
plain; 
3,600-8,850 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Phacelia mohavensis 
   Mojave phacelia 

- - 4.3 

Cismontane 
woodland, lower 
montane coniferous 
forest, meadows and 
seeps, Pinyon & 
juniper woodland 
(sandy or gravelly); 
4,590-8,200 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Sidalcea neomexicana 
   New Mexico sidalcea 

- - 2.2 

Chaparral, coastal 
scrub, lower montane 
coniferous forest, 
Mojavean desert 
scrub, alkaline playas;   
50- 5,020 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Stylocline masonii 
   Mason’s neststraw 

- - 1B.1 

Saltbush scrub; 
pinyon & juniper 
woodland (sandy); 
sandy washes; 
300-1,300 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Symphyotrichum defoliatum [Aster 
bernardinus] 
   San Bernardino symphyotrichum 

- - 1B.2 

Cismontane 
woodland, coastal 
scrub, lower montane 
coniferous forest, 
meadows and seeps, 
marshes and swamps, 
valley and foothill 
grassland 
0-6,700 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Syntrichopappus lemmonii 
   Lemmon’s syntrichopappus 

- - 4.3 

Chaparral, Joshua tree 
woodland, Pinyon & 
juniper woodland 
(sandy or gravelly); 
1,640-6,000 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Thermopsis californica var. argentata 
   silvery thermopsis 

- - 4.3 

Lower montane 
coniferous forest, 
Pinyon & juniper 
woodland; 
2,950-5,230 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Trichostema ovatum 
   ovate bluecurls - - 4.2 

Saltbush scrub; 
grassland; 
200-1,000 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Viola pinetorum var. grisea 
   grey-leaved violet 

- - 1B.3 

Meadows and seeps, 
subalpine coniferous 
forest, upper montane 
coniferous forest 
5,000-11,000 ft. 

Documented in 
vicinity 
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Special Status Plants Observed Within or in the Vicinity of Bitter Creek NWR 

Species Scientific Name 
Common Name 

STATUS Habitat Associations 
& Reported 
Elevation Range 

Observation 
Status USFWS CDFG CNPS 

Viola pupurea subsp. aurea [V. aurea] 
   golden mountain violet 

- - 2.2 

Great Basin scrub, 
Pinyon & juniper 
woodland; 
3,280-6,700 ft 

Documented in 
vicinity 

Sources: California Native Plant Society (CNPS). 2012. Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (online edition, v8-01a, 
http://www.rareplants.cnps.org/). California Native Plant Society. Sacramento, CA. Accessed on November 16, 2012. California 
Natural Diversity Database (California Department of Fish and Wildlife), Dec. 2012 full version as well as unprocessed records 
accessed via online portal on January 2, 2013. Modified from original list compiled by Pam De Vries (De Vries 2009; De Vries 2010).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bitter Creek NWR Wildlife Lists 
 
Table E-11.  Bitter Creek NWR – Birds 

Bitter Creek NWR 
Order Family or Subfamily Common Name (Scientific Name) 
Anseriformes Anatinae Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 
   
Galliformes Odontophoridae  Mountain Quail (Oreortyx pictus) 
  California Quail (Callipepla californica) 
   
 Phasianidae (Phasianinae) Chukar (Alectoris chukar) 
   
Accipitriformes Cathartidae Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) 
  California Condor (Gymnogyps californianus) 
   
  Pandionidae Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 
   
  Accipitridae White-tailed Kite (Elanus caeruleus) 
  Bald Eagle (Ha1iaeetus leucocephalus) 
  Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) 
  Sharp-shinned Hawk (Accipiter striatus) 
  Cooper’s Hawk (Accipiter cooperii) 
  Red-shouldered Hawk (Buteo lineatus)  
  Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo swainsoni) 
  Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) 
  Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) 

SPECIAL STATUS PLANTS LEGEND: 
 
Federal (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service)                            State (CA Dept. of Fish & Wildlife) 
FE Endangered   SE Endangered 
FT Threatened   ST Threatened 
FC Candidate                   SR Rare 
    SC Candidate 
 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare Plant Rank Categories 
List 1A Plants Presumed Extinct in California 
List 1B Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California and Elsewhere 
List 2 Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in California But More Common Elsewhere 
List 3 Plants About Which We Need More Information - A Review List 
List 4 Plants of Limited Distribution  A Watch List 
 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Threat Code Extensions 
None Plants lacking any threat information 
.1 Seriously Endangered in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened; high degree and immediacy of threat) 
.2 Fairly Endangered in California (20-80% of occurrences threatened) 
.3             Not very Endangered in California (less than 20% of occurrences threatened or no current threats known) 
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Bitter Creek NWR 
Order Family or Subfamily Common Name (Scientific Name) 
  Rough-legged Hawk (Buteo lagopus)  
  Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)  
   
Falconiformes Falconidae (Falconinae) American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 
  Merlin (Falco columbarius) 
  Peregrine Falcon (Fa1co peregrinus) 
  Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus)  
   
Charadriiformes Charadriidae (Charadriinae) Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus) 
   
  Scolopacidae (Scolopacinae) Spotted Sandpiper (Actitis macularius) 
   Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus) 
   Wilson’s Snipe (Gallinago delicate)  
   
  Laridae (Larinae) California Gull (Larus californicus) 
   
Columbiformes Columbidae Band-tailed Pigeon (Columba fasciata) 
  Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura) 
   
Cuculiformes Cuculidae (Neomorphinae) Greater Roadrunner (Geococcyx californicanus) 
   
Strigiformes Tytonidae Barn Owl (Tyto alba) 
   
  Strigidae Western Screech Owl (Otus kennicottii) 
  Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) 
  Northern Pygmy Owl (Glaucidium gnoma) 
   Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea) 
    Long-eared Owl (Asio otus) 
  Short-eared Owl (Asio flarnmeus)  
   
Caprimulgiformes Caprimulgidae (Chordeilinae) Lesser Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis) 
   
 (Caprimulginae) Common Poorwill (Phalaenoptilus nuttallii) 
   
Apodiformes Apodinae White-throated swift (Aeronautes saxatalis) 
   
 Trochilidae (Trochilinae) Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri)  
  Anna’s Hummingbird (Calypte anna) 
   Costa’s Hummingbird (Calypte costae) 
  Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus) 
   
Piciformes Picidae (Picinae) Lewis’ Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis) 
  Acorn Woodpecker (Melanerpes formicivorous) 
  Red-breasted Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus ruber) 
  Nuttall’s Woodpecker (Picoides nuttallii) 
  Downy Woodpecker (Picoides pubescens) 
  Hairy Woodpecker (Picoides villocosus) 
  Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus) 
   
Passeriformes Fluvicolinae Olive-sided Flycatcher (Contopus borealis) 
  Western Wood-Peewee (Contopus sordidulus) 
  Pacific-slope Flycatcher (Empidonax difficilis) 
  Black Phoebe (Sayornis nigricans) 
  Say’s Phoebe (Sayornis saya) 
   
 Tyranninae Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) 
  Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis) 
   
 Laniidae  
  Loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) 
   
 Vireonidae Cassin’s Vireo (Vireo cassinii) 
  Hutton’s Vireo (Vireo huttoni) 
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Bitter Creek NWR 
Order Family or Subfamily Common Name (Scientific Name) 
 Corvidae Steller’s Jay (Cyanocitta stelleri) 
  Western Scrub Jay (Aphelocoma californica) 
  American Crow (Corvus brachyrhyncos) 
  Common Raven (Corvus corax) 
   
 Alaudidae Horned Lark (Eremophila alpestris) 
   
 Hirundinidae (Hirundininae) Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) 
  N. Rough-winged Swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis) 
  Cliff Swallow (Hirundo pyrrhonota) 
  Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica) 
   
 Paridae Mountain Chickadee (Parus gambeli) 
  Oak Titmouse (Baeolophus inornatus) 
   
 Aegithalidae Bushtit (Psaltriparus minimus) 
   
 Sittidae (Sittinae) Red-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta canadensis) 
  White-breasted Nuthatch (Sitta carolinensis) 
  Pygmy Nuthatch (Sitta pygmaea) 
   
  Troglodytidae Rock Wren (Salpinctes obsoletus) 
  Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) 
  Bewick’s Wren (Thryomanes bewickii) 
  House Wren (Troglodytes aedon) 
   
  Polioptilidae Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) 
   
  Regulidae Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa) 
  Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Regulus calendula) 
   
  Sylviidae Wrentit (Chamaea fasciata) 
   
  Turdidae Western Bluebird (Sialia mexicana) 
   Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) 
  Hermit Thrush (Catharus guttatus) 
  American Robin (Turdus migratorius) 
   Varied Thrush (Ixoreus naevius) 
   
  Mimidae Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) 
  California Thrasher (Toxostoma redivivum) 
   Le Conte’s Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei) 
   
  Sturnidae European Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
   
  Motacillidae American Pipit (Anthus rubescens) 
   
  Bombycillidae Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) 
   
  Ptilogonatidae Phainopepla (Phainopepla nitens) 
   
  Parulidae Orange-crowned Warbler (Vermivora celata) 
  Nashville Warbler (Vermivora ruficapilla) 
  Common Yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas) 
  Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendroica coronata) 
  Black-throated Gray Warbler (Dendroica nigrescens) 
  Townsend’s Warbler (Dendroica townsendi) 
  Hermit Warbler (Dendroica occidentalis) 
  Wilson’s Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla) 
   
  Emberizidae Spotted Towhee (Pipilo maculatus) 
  California Towhee (Pipilo fuscus) 
   Rufous-crowned Sparrow (Aimophila ruficeps) 
  Chipping Sparrow (Spizella passerina) 
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Bitter Creek NWR 
Order Family or Subfamily Common Name (Scientific Name) 
   Black-chinned Sparrow (Spizella atrogularis) 
   Vesper Sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus) 
  Lark sparrow (Chondestes grammacus) 
   Sage Sparrow (Amphispiza belli) 
  Savannah Sparrow (Passerculus sandwichensis) 
   Grasshopper Sparrow   (Ammodramus savannarum) 
  Fox Sparrow (Passerella illiaca) 
  Song Sparrow (Melospiza melodia) 
   Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospiza lincolnii) 
  White-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys) 
  Golden-crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla) 
  Dark-eyed Junco (Junco hyemalis) 
   
  Cardinalidae Western Tanager (Piranga ludoviciana) 
  Black-headed Grosbeak (Pheucticus melanocephalus) 
   Blue Grosbeak (Passerina caerulea) 
  Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) 
   
  Icteridae Red-winged Blackbird (Agelaius phoeniceus) 
   Tricolored Blackbird (Agelaius tricolor) 
   Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglect) 
   Brewer’s Blackbird (Euphagus cyanocephalus) 
  Brown-headed Cowbird (Molothrus ater) 
  Hooded Oriole (Icterus cucullatus) 
  Bullock’s Oriole (Icterus bullockii) 
   
  Carduelinae Purple Finch (Carpodacus pupureus)  
  House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) 
  Pine Siskin (Carduelis pinus) 
  Lesser Goldfinch (Carduelis psaltria) 
  Lawrence’s Goldfinch (Carduelis lawrencei) 
   
 Passeridae  House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) 

Birds categorized using American Ornithologists’ Union (AOU) taxonomy (http://www.aou.org/checklist/north/index.php)  

 
 
Table E-12.  Bitter Creek NWR – Mammals 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Brazilian free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasiliensis) 
Western mastiff bat (Eumops perotis) 
Desert cottontail (Sylvilagus audubonii) 
Black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus) 
California ground squirrel (Otospermophilus beecheyi) 
Nelson’s Antelope Squirrel (Ammospermophilus nelsoni) 
Merriam’s chipmunk (Neotamias merriami) 
Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae) 
San Joaquin pocket mouse (Perognathus inornatus) 
Heermann’s kangaroo rat (Dipodomys heermanni) 
California vole (Microtus californicus) 
Deer mouse (Peromyscus maniculatus) 
California mouse (Peromyscus californicus) 
Pinyon mouse (Peromyscus truei) 
Dusky-footed woodrat (Neotoma fuscipes) 
Coyote (Canis latrans) 
Gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus) 
Black bear (Ursus americanus) 
San Joaquin kit fox (Vulpes macrotis mutica) (Federally-listed as Endangered) 
Raccoon (Procyon lotor) 
Long-tailed weasel (Mustela frenata) 
American badger (Taxidea taxus) 
Western spotted skunk (Spilogale gracilis) 
Striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis) 
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Mountain lion (Puma concolor) 
Bobcat (Lynx rufus) 
Mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) 
Tule elk (Cervus elaphus nannodes) 
Pronghorn (Antilocapra Americana) 

 
Table E-13.  Bitter Creek NWR – Amphibians 

Common Name Scientific Name 
Southern California toad (Anaxyrus boreas halophilus) 
Baja California treefrog (Pseudacris hypochondriaca); formerly recognized as P. regilla. 
Western spadefoot (Spea hammondii)  

 
Table E-14.  Bitter Creek NWR – Reptiles 

Common Name Scientific Name
Tiger whiptail (Aspidoscelis tigris) 
Western red-tailed skink (Plestiodon gilberti rubricaudatus) 
Skilton’s skink (Plestiodon skiltonianus skiltonianus) 
Blainville’s horned lizard (Phrynosoma blainvillii) 
Western fence lizard (Sceloporus occidentalis) 
Common side-blotched lizard (Uta stansburiana) 
Western rattlesnake (Crotalus oreganus) 
Blainville’s night snake (Hypsiglena ochrorhyncha) 
California kingsnake (Lampropeltis getula californiae) 
California mountain kingsnake (Lampropeltis zonata) 
Pacific gopher snake (Pituophis catenifer catenifer) 
Gartersnake, unid. (Thamnophis sp.) 

Amphibian and reptile taxonomy follows: 
Crother, B. I. (ed.). 2008. Scientific and Standard English Names of Amphibians 
and Reptiles of North America North of Mexico, pp. 1–84. SSAR Herpetological 
Circular 37. 

 
  


