U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

Bird Beak Buffet
Discover how bird beaks are survival tools adapted to birds’ favorite foods through common kitchen tools.
Grades K-5
Unity & Diversity, Structures & Processes
NGSS: 1-LS1-1, 2-LS4-1, 3-LS4-3, 4-LS1-1

40+ minutes
Prep: 10-min, Activity: 20-min, Sheet: 10-min.
[image: ]Preparation
An adult will oversee students setup their own Bird Beak Buffet stations with the following items:
Stations
· 4 Bowls (2 half-filled with water)
· 1 Bottle
· 5 Index Cards with the text (“Shrubland - flower nectar”; “Shrubland –rabbit”; “Shrubland – insects & lizards”; “Wetland – fish & reptiles”; “Wetland – algae”) 
Food
· 1 cup of Juice
· 1 grapefruit (or other citrus fruit)
· 1 handful of fried noodles (or other salty snack mix)
· 1 diced apple (or grapes or berries)
· 1 handful of leafy greens
Tools
· 1 Scissors
· 1 Tongs (or two spoons)
· 2 Skewers (or toothpicks or chopsticks)
· 1 Tweezers
· 1 Straw


Activity
Help Ranger Lety and Adamas discover why bird beaks have diverse shapes by participating in their Bird Beak Buffet. Once your Bird Beak Buffet is setup, open this link: https://youtu.be/NwdzCOE6_O4 

First, you’ll experiment with five common kitchen tools to discover which works best to eat five different foods. Then, you’ll match the kitchen tools to the bird skulls they resemble and take an educated guess of which bird species they belong to. As you participate in the activity, draw lines to connect the kitchen tools to the bird beaks they model and the food source those beaks are adapted to.

	
Bird Beak Shape (Kitchen Tool)
	
Bird Food
	
Bird Species
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Design a Bird Beak   
If you were a bird, what beak would you need? Design a beak that is well adapted to your favorite foods.

Date
_____________________________________
Name
_____________________________________
Grade
____________________________________
Brainstorm your Beak
List your favorite foods, research a bird who eats similar foods, and then draw their beak.
	Top 5 Favorite Foods
	Bird Who Eats Similar Foods
	Draw that Bird’s Beak

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



Blueprint your Beak
Combine the beaks that match your favorite foods into one beak. Label and name your beak.
	Name your Beak:
		

	
Feature & Function 1:





Feature & Function 2:





Feature & Function 3:
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