' JACK LONGSTREET AND HIS LOST EAR

GEORGIA LEWIS

Bob Tubb wondered about the
ears of the long haired man wha
lived near the family ranch at

Ash Meadows.

It was 1912 and aithough Bob
was but a lsd he knew the

fearsome loaking man was an
outlaw and was missing an &ar.
But which one? He knew Jack
Lanstrest was sn outlaw, not
only by the six guns he wore, but
by the wey people scted in his
presence. Surt of respectful and
nervous. But no one knew which
wr Longstreet hed lost when he
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find put.

Jack  Longstreet, one

Tubb could not pluck up

had been caught cattle mstlmg in
Texas. And no ons was evar to

Nevada's mast notorinus outlaws
was over 70 when he settled on
the Amargoss But little Bob

caurage to blurt out: “Which esr

about his sars,”

the  Lomgstrest’s companions in
Texas went as suests to attend a

got cut afl by the vigilantes?"

“1 lonked into those cold grey
eyes end @w those natches on
of his guas and somehow | couldn't
2ck”, Tubb recalled. “It's just a3
wall. Jack was kind of touchy

necktie perty, but becuse he
was only 14, Jack was et off
with a cropped ear—or two—snd
to head West He did

told
promptly. To Nevada.

It wes in the sarly 1870
when Longstrest first turnad up
In the Moapa area of Nevada.
Disposing al Alexander Ori, he

tvak over bis ranch an ths Uppar
Mhuddy. Longstreet’s sctivitiss in
thes ares did not endear him to
other residents. When snother
outlew, Blaek Jsck  Kellet
horsewhipoed him in the streets
of St. Thomas, Longstreet moved
to the less populsted snd
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Longstreet Liked The Amargosa

CONTINUED FROM PAGR i,
friendlier dime of the Amargose.

Here he marrind an  Ash

= Mesdows Indian, namad Fannie.
She was renowned as o superb
horsewoeman  and  horseshoer,
Longstreet settled at the stane
cabin once owned by Aaron
Wintars, one of the garly
discoverars of borux.

In the early 1900%
prospectors  end  dreighTers
flocksd across the Amargosa
desert on their way to the camps
of Death Velley and ta Tanopah
and  Goldfield.  Longstrext
establishad 3 way station and
hostelry. Thoss who stayed there
often paid an unexpscted price
m luss  of posssssions and
livestuek. Tha sight of the grim
proprietor - and  his  hardwere
wonvinced most it did not pay to
argue ahout 3 faw missing itema.
Longstreet prasperad,

In his 93 yesrs of life Andrew
Jackson Longstreet didnothingto
dotract from his reputation as
horse thief, murderer, robler and
gunman. So somatimes he found
life too quist in Ash Meadows
and hired out & gunman or
holgun rider.

I Jack wok Fannie along to 1he
battle of the Johnnia mine in
1898 in Pahwump Vallay when
... 3ether with notorious gun
N fghter Phil Foate, Longstreet
Y was hured to fake posssssion of
§ the mine by fire.
p  There was much shooting and
by after s running gun  batile,
Y Langstreet and his men, several
of them wounded, took cover in

theough the lung and after 8
. short siege Langstreet decided to

4 battle was over and lost. Just
)y Make sure, Longstrest pushed
) Fannie out of

LONGSTREET WAS KNOW
ROBBER-BUT NOTHING

RETIREMENT ON THE AMARGOSA.

and experienced snuugh to know
3 annpaim in trying to

wer a prudent man, which is
perhaps wivy he lived sa long.

Sam Yount ui the Pahrump
Ranch rushed in with medicing
for Phil Foote but thet particular
gun fighter died with his boots
on. Jack Lonstrest did nat lose
aften, if ona 13 to judgs fram the
notchas on his gun which was cn
display in Tonopab for some
years after his desth. It = nat
known axactly how meny men
Longstreet killed but doubtless
the outlaw knew. And knowing
mads him careful. On the trail in
the Amargosa desert he would
dismount and  take cover
wheneer he say a stranger riding
his vway.

Sametimes Jack rode shotgun
on the stags linss  betwesn
Tunopsh and Goldfield. He wes
as quick % mer on the trigger
and peogple respected and feared
him. No stage on which he rode
shatgun was ever hald up,

Jotk Longsteet was not just
another gunslingsr. “Me was a
sharp businessmen” recalled Bob
Tubb who knew him until hi
death in 1928,

“Promoters wanied to us: his
name to sl real estate at tha

8 mine shaft. Foote wes shat =

RETIRED GUNMAN-Longstrast was ono of N

REMEMBERS OUTLAW-Bob
Tubb and friend ars péctured
here on his Ash Mesdows Ranch
on the Amargoss. He recalls that
Jock  Longstrest  commanded
nwighhorhood respect,

town of Longstreet some 40
milas from Tonopah. He let them
for 2 stesp prics."”

Longstreet may also hawe been
of noble birth. He not only
daimed kinship ta the famous
Longstrzat family of Virginia hut
sid  that  General  Lames
Longstreet, the Confederate
mmmander wes  his  brother.
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N AS A HORSE THIEF, MURDERER, AND
SO BAD AS TO PREVENT HIS QUIET

LTI T )

g claims might well havg

hnn trug", deciered Tubb, “In

spite of his rupped looks and

desert ways he had somewhst of

s regol air, espscially i you

argued with him, Not that many
did,™ added Tubb.

Jack  Longstrest wes not
apopular man on the Amargosa.
But he did command fesr and
respact which is &l he ever
seemed to want. Carl Glasscock,
who edited the “Greenwuter
Chuckwalla” in 1906 kaew
Longstrsat well end wrote this
contempory  opinion  af  him,
“Violent, morose and vindictive
he wos feared and hated on the
desert. He was genenally looked
upon as a cattle end horse thicf
but with a reputation for such
efficient gun play that few dered
meke trouble for him,”

Bob Tubb at his ranch in Ash
Meadows nodded and said: “I
guess that's a lair statemant. He
vas @id 10 be MNewada's most
famous outlaw and no ane loved
him fnr sure. S1A he was always
good to ws kids at the ranch.
Mind you, not 50 good 25 to tel
u3 about thase ears. Ha took that
scret with him 1o his gravs at
Belmont, Newada.”

but in his later ynars he

appesred quite sattled. He s shown here with his wlf., Fannia, rloM. and vigitors ut 5 Nuvacly mining

ver first, He was  «amp, probably Balmant. .
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