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The Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge (KNWR) is releasing a Preliminary Environmental Assessment (EA) and Draft Compatibility Determination (CD) for the proposal by Kodiak Microwave Systems, LLC (KMS) to construct a telecommunication project, (KMS4), on the southwest end of Kodiak Island within the Refuge.  The project will provide high speed broadband services to the communities of Larsen Bay and Karluk. 

An inner and an outer route were considered in the EA.  The inland route would require installation of two, 50’ free-standing lattice-type towers; one on Midridge, approximately 17.3 miles northeast of the community of Larsen Bay, and one on Larsen Peak, approximately 8.2 miles northeast of the community of Larsen Bay.  The coastal route would require installation of three, 50’ free-standing lattice-type towers; one on Uganik, approximately 3 miles northwest of Village Islands, one on Spiridon 14 miles northeast of Larsen Bay, and one on Z-Ridge 4 miles west of Larsen Bay.  If permitted, construction is anticipated to take place between July 1st 2016 and August 31st 2016. Access to the site for construction and annual maintenance would be by helicopter.  

After careful evaluation of the alternatives, the preliminary preferred alternative has been determined to be Alternative 2 (Inner Route), the originally proposed action to build towers at Midridge and Larsen Peak.  These towers would be less visible, further from critical sea lion haul-outs and seabird colonies, and require many fewer helicopter trips for construction and maintenance over the life of the project than the tower sites evaluated in Alternative 3 (Outer Route).  

The draft Compatibility Determination evaluates whether the building of the towers along the inner route is compatible with Refuge purposes.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Copies of the preliminary EA and draft CD may be found at the Kodiak Refuge Resource Management website at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Kodiak/what_we_do/resource_management.html.  The comment period is open from May 4 to 18, 2016.  Comments regarding either of these documents may be sent to Tracy Fischbach, Natural Resources Planner, by email at tracy_fischbach@fws.gov; or, by mail at U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, 1011 East Tudor Road, MS 231, Anchorage, AK 99503, ATTN: Tracy Fischbach.

Call Tracy Fischbach at (907)786-3369 or Tevis Underwood, Deputy Refuge Manager at 
(907) 487-2600, if you have questions about the EA or CD directly or about how to comment on these documents.
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more information, visit www.fws.gov, or connect with us through any of these social media at http://www.fws.gov/home/socialmedia/index.html.
image1.png
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

- Us.
FISH & WILDLIFE
u e I n Y‘ P2
e
A
P W 3 e
s g i )





