
Kenai Refuge Fall & Spring Field Trips 
 

Each program requires a one hour teacher orientation.  During the orientation, teachers 
receive a kit binder with all of the program activities and pre/post trip materials.  Teacher 
involvement is required to facilitate some of the activities for each field trip.  One adult 
chaperone is required per five students.  Unless otherwise noted, all field trips occur at the 
Refuge Headquarters area on Ski Hill Road in Soldotna, Alaska. 
 
Animals and Their Senses (K) – 2 hour field trip 
Through a series of activities using their own senses, children relate to how wildlife use each of their 
five senses for survival. 
 
Amazing Animals (1st) – 2 hour field trip   
Activities illustrate how living things differ from non-living things, different ways animals move, the 
difference between wild animals and pet animals, and how animals develop during their life cycle. 
 
Habitat Is Where It’s At (2nd) – 2 hour field trip 
Activities and games highlight what a habitat consists of, the importance of habitat, how animals are 
adapted to their habitat, and how humans can impact an animal’s habitat.   
 
Plants, Animals and Their Environment (3rd) – 2 ½ hour field trip 
Through hands-on activities students will explore plants, herbivores, carnivores, decomposers, food 
chains, and the interdependency of plants and animals necessary for survival. 
 
Wetlands and Wildlife (4th) – 1 hour classroom pre-trip & 2 ½ hour field trip 
Students learn about the variety of wetlands in Alaska and their important functions for wildlife and 
people. They experience water exploration activities including water quality testing and dip netting for 
aquatic invertebrates. 
 
Fire Ecology (4th & 5th) – 4 hour field trip at Hidden Lake Campground and Hidden Creek Trail 
(Located at mile 3.5 on Skilak Lake Road from east entrance at mile 58 Sterling Highway)  
Students hike the Hidden Creek Trail to explore a naturally re-vegetated burn site.  Concepts covered 
include forest succession, habitat mosaic, fire triangle, and wildland firefighting methods. 
 
Leave No Trace (5th & 6th) – 3 Days - Day 1 - 1 hour classroom pre-trip, Day 2 - 4 hours with 
rotating learning stations at the Outdoor Education Center (Swan Lake Road), and Day 3 - 4 
hour hike with lunch on Seven Lakes Trail (From Kelly Lake off Sterling Highway)  
Students learn the seven Leave No Trace principles through hands-on activities, an overnight stay at 
the Outdoor Education Center, and a day hike which includes cooking a one-pot meal on cook-stoves.  
Refuge staff does not overnight with the students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


