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; o LS Fish and prdlpl fEeASZ a :;C &S 1 HELEN CLOUGH: And we do -- aswe have folks
o ' 2 onthe phone, and | know -- the other name up thereis
3 Helen O ough 3 Stephanie Brady, who any of you that came to our last
4 Leticia Ml endez 4 meeting here would have met. She's actually the project
> Stephani e Brady (tel ephonic) 5 leader and she couldn't be here today, but | know sheis
6 6 definitely listening on the phone.
7 For URS Corporation: 7 What we're going to do this evening, I'm going
8 Joan Kl uve 8 to run through a PowerPoint presentation. We've got
9 9 copiesof it. There'salot of words on this dlide, and
10 Taken by: 10 I'm going to hit the high points because what we're
11 Valerie Martinez, RPR 11 really here for tonight isto hear what you guys have to
12 12 say, and so I'm just going to give you some really brief
13 13 background.
14 BE IT KNOMW that the aforenentioned proceedings were |14 Am | blocking the screen? Would it be better
15 taken at the time and place duly noted on the title |15 for you guyson thisside of the room if | sat down? Or
16 page, before Valerie Martinez, Registered Professional 16 can you see around me? Okay.
17 Reporter and Notary Public within and for the State of |17 But anyhow, and then just talk alittle bit
18 Al aska. 18 about the refuge and then some of the parts of the
19 19 environmental impact statement. We have copies of the
20 20 summary, the full document, which is over there on the
21 21 compact disc. It'slike 1100 pageslong.
22 22 So just talk about some of the key parts of
23 23 the process and where we go next.
24 24 By way of background, why we're doing this
25 25 environmental impact statement is, in 2009, Congress
Page 3 Page 5
1 P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S 1 passed one of the omnibus hills, a great big piece of
2 LETICIA MELENDEZ: Good evening, everybody. 2 legation. And there's one part of it about the proposed
3 Welcome. We appreciate you all coming out tonight. 1'd 3 road, and it's directed to the Secretary of the Interior
4 liketo start the evening out with some introductions. 4 to do an environmental impact statement to evaluate a
5 My nameisLeticiaMelendez, and | am the deputy refuge 5 land exchange, trading lands, for the purposes of
6 manager here. Our guest today is Helen Clough from U.S. 6 constructing aroad between King Cove and Cold Bay.
7 Fish and Wildlife Service and Joan Kluwe, U.S. -- URS 7 And the basic land exchange -- I'm just going
8 Corporation and Valerie Martinez, Midnight Sun Court 8 towork off this map -- of course would trade -- and
9 Reporters. 9 these show two different alternatives. It would trade a
10 Asyou notice on this side of the screen, we 10 road corridor around 205 acres -- | like to round things
11 have our cooperating agencies. They may be tuned in. 11 up -- from the State of -- and some land over -- about
12 With this phone system that we have, these cooperators 12 1600 acres on Sitkinak 1sland would go to the State of
13 might be tuned in and are able to listen but unable to 13 Alaskain exchange for about 43,000 acres up here
14 comment. 14 adjacent to and within the Alaska Peninsula Refuge and
15 So without further ado, Helen Clough will be 15 then about 13,000 acres of land owned by the King Cove
16 your speaker tonight. 16 Corporation here, here, and here.
17 So, Helen, it's all yours. 17 The King Cove Corporation would also
18 HELEN CLOUGH: And | would like to introduce 18 relinquish thisarea-- | don't know if you can see.
19 the three cooperators that we have in theroom: Della 19 It'shighlighted in kind of orange here -- within the
20 Trumble from King Cove Corporation and the Agdaagux 20 lzembek Wilderness, a selection of over 5,000 acres.
21 Tribe; borough mayor, Stanley Mack; and Cold -- | 21 They would still have those selection rights, but they
22 started to say Cold Bay. Forgive me, Gary -- King Cove 22 would pick new lands from outside the refuge and
23 city manager, Gary Hennigh. 23 wilderness.
24 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Wed loveto have you, 24 So that's the basic land trade. There's kind
25 though. 25 of thistwo-step process. Fish and Wildlife Serviceis
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1 doing this environmental impact statement. And then at 1 Things that we're looking at in the land
2 theend of -- after we complete our process, the 2 exchange. I'vetaked about the maps. Some of the
3 Secretary of the Interior will determineif the land 3 other requirements from the law are that a cable barrier
4 exchangeis, quote, in the public interest. And he can 4 or some other kind of barrier would be located alongside
5 consider things beyond the environmental impact 5 of theroad. The purpose of that would be to keep
6 statement, such as histrust responsibility to Native 6 vehicles on the road and not having vehiclesor ATVs
7 American/Alaska Native tribes and other factorsthat he 7 leavetheroad; that we're supposed to minimize the
8 may choose to consider. 8 impact to the road corridor on the refuge; that we're
9 That's not any kind of -- you know, doing an 9 supposed to have an enforceable mitigation plan. And
10 environment impact statement has alot of the, you know, 10 that's measures to lessen impacts to refuge resources,
11 formal bells and whistles and regulations that tell us 11 such asloss of wetlands, wildlife impacts.
12 how todoit. For the Secretary to make apublic 12 Again, to transfer the minimum amount of acreage
13 interest finding is not something that is defined in 13 that's required for building the road, and to
14 law, other than exactly what it saysin thelaw. So 14 incorporate the existing road system to the extent that
15 that will be -- you know, the final decision will be up 15 wecan. It aso required that the State of Alaska
16 to the Secretary of the Interior, who currently is Ken 16 designate State lands within Kinzarof Lagoon as a State
17 Saazar. 17 Game Refuge. And in 2010, the State of Alaska
18 On this project, as you saw, we have alist of 18 legidature passed alaw -- because the State also --
19 cooperating agencies that worked with us on the project. 19 becauseit wasn't an equal value exchange under State
20 Butintheend, interms of the environmental impact 20 law, the legidlature had to pass alaw authorizing the
21 statement, the Fish and Wildlife Serviceisthe lead 21 land exchange and authorizing that the land exchange
22 agency and isresponsible for the EIS and its decision. 22 that goesthrough Kinzarof will become part of the State
23 Of course the proposed action isasingle-lane 23 Game Refuge. And so the governor signed that back in
24 gravel road between the two communities, primarily, 24 August of 2010.
25 according to the law, for health and safety. And akey 25 Just redlly briefly, the refuge was originally
Page 7 Page 9
1 thing to understand -- thisis from the law -- isthat 1 established in 1960. It'sthe Izembek Nationa Wildlife
2 it would be used for noncommercial purposes, except for 2 Range. And then it became arefuge, basically a
3 shared rides or taxis. So, in essence, people can be 3 redesignation, in 1980. The other thing Congress did in
4 moved on the road, but like fish, you know, commercially 4 1980 -- and the really bright green on this map -- was
5 caught fish, or other goods, you know, freight and 5 created the Izembek Wilderness, which is most of the
6 stuff, isnot allowed on the road by law. 6 refuge. And so that was something that, again, was done
7 The land exchange, | just showed you on the 7 in1980. Theoriginal refuge was not wilderness.
8 map there. Inthelaw, it has some acreages listed. 8 Of course Izembek Wildlife Refuge, that's what
9 And, of course, as you start drawing on maps and drawing 9 we'reabout. You know, we'rekind of asingle-focus
10 lines, they get alittle bit defined. But you can see 10 agency. You know, obviously bears are important,
11 here, you know, basically the 206 acres for aroad 11 caribou, wolves, foxes, adiverse array of wildlife, but
12 corridor, more or less; 1600 acres on Sitkinak Island 12 it'sreally about the migratory birds here.
13 that would go to the State; basically six-by-twelve 13 And Izembek Refugeis kind of unique from the
14 miles, alittle corner, would come to the refuge from 14 Alaskarefugesin that we have several international
15 the State; and then alarge -- you know, over 13,000 15 recognitions, from being a Biosphere Reserve, whichisa
16 acresof King Cove Corporation land. 16 United Nations program, what's called a Wetland of
17 Obvioudly it is not an equal value of land 17 International Importance. That's atreaty signed many
18 exchange. Normally if wetrade land -- you know, people 18 yearsago. There arevery few sitesinthe U.S. And
19 trade land to governmental -- or, you know, to the State 19 it'salso aGlobally Important Bird Area. So these are
20 of whomever, it'svalue for value. That may not be the 20 all special designations beyond the refuge -- the refuge
21 same acres because, you know, someone might have amuch 21 itself reflectsitsimportance.
22 higher value. But in this case, everybody acknowledges 22 Of course, I'm sure everybody lives here,
23 that itisnot an equal value land exchange. The 23 there's no stranger to the long -- whether it's 3,000
24 government would be getting alot more than they would 24 B.C. or older, the long-time occupancy of the area by
25 begiving up in terms of acres. 25 the Aleut people, the impacts that the Russian explorers

Page 6 - Page 9 (2)

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

907-258-7100




U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Cold Bay, AK
Izembeck Wildlife Refuge L and Exchange /Road Corridor May 8, 2012
Page 10 Page 12

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRERRRER R B B
ORWNREPROOO®O®NOOUMWNLEO

and others had that changed their way of life, but

people have persisted here through time. And, of

course, especialy in the Cold Bay area and the reason

that Cold Bay here, obviously, was the infrastructure
coordinated during World War 1. And, you know, astime
passes, people my age, that wasn't that long ago, but |
guessit was. You know, these are now considered

historic resources as well.

Obviously King Cove and others have been
advocating for aroad connection between the two
communities for over 25 years, and people believe that
it is something they need for their health and safety.

A picture here of arecent medevac on asimilar day like
today.

Again, the land exchange, transferring the road
corridor and the health and safety. In our document, we
describe the purpose and need. That's one of the
requirements under the regulations that tell you how to
write an environmental impact statement. And the things
the community islooking at: Health and safety; a
reliable transportation system for access to medical
care -- it's not just emergencies, but in general;
quality of life, being able to get to the airport when
you want to; and an affordable transportation system.
The borough is very concerned about the amount of money
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wilderness. It would be State land. And so taking land
out of awilderness and, in essence, cutting it into a
couple of piecesis not acommon thing, and that isa
great concern to some folks.

We have five alternatives in the environmental
impact statement. And the mapsin the back, aswell as
the current displayed, talk about them.

Our no-action aternative means continuing, you
know, with the current management or current situation,
which in this case when we started writing the
environmental impact statement was the borough planned
to start operating the hovercraft again three days a
week between the communities seasonally. And that's
what is actually written up in the document.

But not too long before we thought we were going
to release the document last fall, the borough notified
us that they had decided they could not afford to
continue to operate the hovercraft, they were not going
to operate the hovercraft, and more recently has
indicated to us and the Corps of Engineers that were the
land exchange not approved, they're looking at acquiring
some kind of asmaller landing craft-style ferry. But
that doesn't exist. It'sapreliminary plan.

So as we take this document from the draft
environmental impact statement to afinal, we will be

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 11

the hovercraft is costing. Obviously flying or using
the hovercraft costs residents more than it would taking
adrive.

Some of the issues that we heard when we scoped
and we came out here for meetings before, a concern
about impacts on geology, soils -- | don't think we
really have an impact to geology -- hazardous materials,
either going through old military stuff or oil spills
and stuff related to road construction. Obviously, the
biological environment, very much concern to the refuge
in terms of fisheries, threatened and endangered
species, wetlands, and other wildlife.

The social environment, concerns from the
community and others, especially the medical community
aswell, about human health and public safety for the
residents of King Cove; effects on land ownership and
use; the economics of various alternatives we're
considering; the desire to have areliable and
affordable transportation system.

And then a big concern for many people outside
the local area and many national interest groups would
be the effects on wilderness. Whileit is not
unprecedented, it's not common to do aland exchange
that would take land -- because when the land goes -- if
the land goes to the State, it would no longer be
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looking at, you know, what are the current plans of the
borough. At some point well have to cut that off in
terms of ano-action alternative. So that's something
we know is going to change.

The other -- there are two road aternatives, a
southern corridor, you can see on that map and the maps
inthe back. And I'll go through -- I'll have some maps
in aminute.

Alternative four was -- would be a hovercraft
operating six days aweek. And that was the preferred
dternative in the EISin the decision made by the Corps
of Engineers back in 2003 when the hovercraft came into
being through that process. And of course the Corps of
Engineersis one of our cooperators.

And then aternative five came also from that
original 2003 EIS, and that was the idea of alarger
icebreaking ferry, including having improvements to the
dock there in Cold Bay so the ferry could land and
people could be offloaded in a safe fashion.

So just to talk -- yeah, explain kind of
dternative one, it'samorphing aternative.

Alternative two would be the southern road, and
that is definitely favored by some of the cooperators.
It'salittle bit shorter. It's about two miles shorter
than the other. It's also the least expensive in terms
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1 of the estimated -- you know, less road, less cost to 1 The summary that many of you have, the blue
2 build. It does have alittle bit more wetlands that 2 summary, has a big table at the end, and that summarizes
3 would be impacted. 3 thetypes of environmental impacts. And generally the
4 And thisfigure, if you can see, the blueline 4 biggest impacts from the no-action alternative are in
5 isthe southern route, alternative two. And the pink 5 the health and safety arena, in that there's only
6 lineisthe northern route, or you may seeit more 6 limited means of transit. And alsoif it wasthe
7 clearly inthered there. A lot of it -- it both ends 7 hovercraft, then obviously the financial impact to the
8 onthe same route, so it just varies where it kind of 8 borough.
9 goes across the center of the refuge. 9 The land exchange options and road options are
10 Alternative three is about two mileslonger. It 10 seen as having major beneficial effects for public
11 actually impacts alittle less wetlands, because it 11 safety and transportation and increased opportunities
12 wiggles around the wetlands a little more than the other 12 for residentsto go back and forth. Both those
13 dternative. It costsalittle bit more because it's 13 aternatives have some pretty projected adverse impacts
14 longer in terms of the construction and the annual 14 on cultural resources, wilderness visitors, fragmenting
15 maintenance cost. 15 the wilderness, and especially some of the bird species.
16 Alternative four would be the hovercraft 16 Caribou specifically, the adverse effects or not
17 operating six days aweek. The borough had estimated 17 adverse effects aren't really known. Caribou react
18 that it would cost $2 million ayear to operate that. 18 differently to roads. There'salot of data around the
19 The borough has also maintained -- you know, disbanded 19 State. Some caribou, you know, they had them followed
20 their plansto do this. And that would operate from the 20 through the years, and they only followed along the
21 new hovercraft terminal that is under construction to 21 road, others go back and forth. And obviously around
22 CrossWind Cove. 22 here-- I've seen them myself right by the road. So how
23 Thelast alternative is the ferry aternative, 23 that might affect them would be something we'd have to
24 the most expensive estimated cost, $2.3 million to 24 discover through monitoring if the road is built.

N
ol

operate. And that would operate out of Lenard Harbor.

25

The hovercraft operations, the impacts would
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The mitigation measures. And those are things
that Fish -- | mean, the EIS has to include those. But
if it was decided to proceed with the project, if the
Secretary finds the land exchange in the public
interest, those would vary from things that would be
required during construction, like erosion and sediment
control, to things that could be required -- you know,
Congress put in thisidea of somekind of a barrier
along the road to keep vehicles on it, some way of
enforcing the rules that it's aroad -- to transit on
the road and not access for vehiclesto accessit. It's
arefuge, so obviously people would be allowed to leave
the road on foot.

Other things that could be looked at are -- you
know, there's cultural resourcesin the area, so what
kinds of mitigation we do to protect those, things that
we might view in terms of any kind of restrictions on
road use or construction seasonally -- during the
construction season to protect wildlife.

And if this was approved, those would eventually
be in enforceable mitigation plans. So some of that
could actually be in the deed document that went to the
Stateif the land exchange is approved, and others might
be some kind of aformal agreement between us and the
State and/or whomever ends up operating the road.
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be -- it would be -- you know, more access by
hovercraft, but additional costs, if it was operated six
daysaweek. Andif aferry was operating, even more
costs. You know, it could provide good accessif it
worked and was available. And there might be other
beneficial effects, harbor improvementsin Cold Bay.

So where are we in this process? Thisisour
third public meeting. We hope we have three more coming
up this week, weather permitting. The comment period
ends next Friday, May 18th. And you can obviously speak
tonight, and we have the court reporter here taking down
everything that's said at this meeting. Y ou can submit
written comments. Our e-mail addressison there. The
handouts you have, have that. Y ou can also, you know,
submit them in writing to Stephanie.

And once we get the comments in -- and as of
last night, | think, we had about 1500. And it'svery
typica of most public comments, we get them all in
towards the end. We're starting to get some of those
e-mail campaigns where different groups go out to their
membership. You know, we get alot of e-mailsthat say
the same thing.

But Joan Kluwe, who is our lead from URS, the
contactor preparing the EIS, her company, they will be
analyzing the comments. And those comments, what we

Page 14 - Page 17 (4)
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call substantive -- and we know the King Cove group has
taken issue with some of the analysis we have with
wildlife impacts, and so we know that they're going to
provide very substantive comments.

And we will look at those and be discussing
those, and we will respond back to them in the final EIS
with, I'm sure, some changes to the document. And,
also, if there'sthings we don't agree with, an
explanation of why or, oh, yes, we agree with this and
we made these changes. And other substantive
comments -- I'm just using those as an example -- we
actually respond back to those in the document.

The comments that are opinions, | don't like
thisor | do like this, you know, we tabul ate those and
acknowledge them, but we don't have to say, you know,
thank you for your comment and try and engage in
dialogue in that way.

This summer we will be preparing the final EIS.
| estimate that it will be out about the end of July.

And then we have to wait 30 days after we issue the
final environmental impact statement. And by
regulation, it hasto have a preferred dternative. The
draft doesn't have a preference. But when it comesto
the final, the Fish and Wildlife Service, asthelead
agency with input -- | know the regional director has
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So what we can do now, isif people have any
questions, | can take a couple of questions. And Joan
and | can probably answer them about the document or the
comment period or anything, and then I'd like to move --
but what | really want to do is hear from you.

And because we have folks on the phone, I'd like
to ask you to -- when you speak, if you would come up
and talk into the phone. And there's not that many
people here so I'm not going to just limit you and say
you only have three or five minute, but | would ask you
to keep your comments brief.

But if there are any just general questions that
you want to ask to have more understanding before we
start listening to you, ask away.

JOHN MAXWELL: Ontheoriginal -- shesaid to
ask her.

On the original try on building the road afew
years ago, and they started on both ends, they couldn't
meet in the middle, what are they doing on that to make
those -- | mean, it wasn't viable four years ago when
they tried to do it. What have they done differently on
this one to make that course now viable?

HELEN CLOUGH: So for the folks on the phone,
I'll try and summarize the question in case you couldn't
hear. The question was basically what's different than
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indicated he will be meeting personally with all the
cooperators, but at some point he will make adecision
on what his preferred alternativeis.

That will be available for at least 30 days.
And then around the end of the year, he will make a
decision on the environmental impact statement, which
will be, in essence, the Fish and Wildlife Service's
recommendation to the Secretary of the Interior.

And then sometime after that -- and it could be
amatter of days. | really don't know. The processis
not something we have ever done before. But I'm
assuming fairly soon thereafter the Secretary,
Mr. Salazar, or whomever it is at that point in time,
would make his or her finding that the road -- you know,
and he didn't have to -- you know, the Fish and Wildlife
Service will make arecommendation, but obviously if we
were to recommend one thing and somebody else recommends
something else to him, he doesn't have to go along with
what we recommend.

So he will make -- you know, he will be the
final decision-maker because Congress, you know, in
essence, delegated their decision-making power. Only
Congress can make or take away wilderness, and they, in
essence, for this project delegated that to him. So he
will make the final decision.
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afew years ago when they were trying to start from both
ends.

The main thing is when the Corps did their
original EIS, because it designated wilderness -- and
one of the key factors of wilderness by law isit
doesn't have roads -- is that by law they couldn't
actualy -- we had no mechanism to authorize the road
through wilderness, and that what's different this time.
Congress had said we could.

JOHN MAXWELL: That's not my question. My
question is, they're coming out of Lenard's Harbor and
they started in the northeast corner of the bay, they
couldn't hook them together because of coming around the
corner to the point of Lenard's Harbor there. And what
is different now to make the road work?

HELEN CLOUGH: Dellaor Mayor Mack or Gary?

DELLA TRUMBLE: Areyou talking about the
northeast corner where the road --

JOHN MAXWELL: Yes.

DELLA TRUMBLE: TheKing Cove Corporation has
basically said that if thisland exchange goes through,
we will give an easement --

JOHN MAXWELL: That's not the question,
though. They tried four years ago to make the road from
King Cove all the way to the northeast corner --
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1 STANLEY MACK: Yeah. | can answer. 1 don't really know why -- the reason why they shut all
2 JOHN MAXWELL: -- and they could not come 2 them roads down. There wasroads going all over the
3 around the corner. 3 place here back in World War 11, and they just chose to
4 STANLEY MACK: And the reason being, that 4 shut them all down.
5 during the construction period, they ran into a -- what 5 HELEN CLOUGH: WEell, many were -- because they
6 they call adlippery slope, where they were going to 6 were designated wilderness, that they were not allowed
7 continue on withit. Had they not run into that 7 tobeused as roads generaly.
8 dlippery slope, they would have completed that road 8 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: There'slike, what, 70
9 connection to the northeast corner. That would have 9 people here? Since I've been here in the '70s, there
10 been completed. 10 was like maybe 300 people here, down to 70 people. |
11 But with that happening, they had to reroute 11 mean, there's not enough wilderness there that -- you
12 the road and went through the whole process of 12 know, with the amount of people that you have here to
13 permitting and then it had to be reevaluated and the 13 readlly have any kind of impact, that | can see, on the
14 cost went right out of sight. So we finally secured 14 environment unless you have a bunch of people. ..
15 enough financing to complete the road to the northeast 15 HELEN CLOUGH: If we're going to moveinto
16 corner last year. We started construction. That's why 16 comments, I'm going to ask that we make sure we get it
17 it didn't happen this past year. 17 recorded and such. And we are recording everything,
18 JOHN MAXWELL: But how much money didthey add |18 so...
19 tothat? 19 JOHN ARKLEY: Do we have atotal number of
20 STANLEY MACK: Oh, Lord. I'm not too sure on 20 speciesthat are going to be affected by the road? Is
21 that, John. | couldn't answer that. 21 there-- | realize you mentioned all the large mammals.
22 JOHN MAXWELL: Okay. 22 What about the small mammals?
23 HELEN CLOUGH: I'm sorry. | was-- I'm 23 HELEN CLOUGH: Joan, did we count a specific
24 glad -- thank you for clarifying. 24 number of --
25 JOHN MAXWELL: | was saying King Cove and 25 JOAN KLUWE: It was analyzed by species group.
Page 23 Page 25
1 everybody was thinking wilderness area -- 1 And so there'slarge mammals, small mammals, fish,
2 HELEN CLOUGH: Yeah. 2 birds, migratory species. It'sanalyzed by species
3 JOHN MAXWELL: -- but that was my question. 3 group.
4 Thank you. 4 JOHN ARKLEY: So, in other words, no?
5 HELEN CLOUGH: Yeah. 5 JOAN KLUWE: | would say, in other words, yes.
6 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: Yeah, you saying there 6 JOHN ARKLEY: Okay.
7 was never -- that this was the first road going through, 7 JOAN KLUWE: But -- and it does break down
8 that'snot true. There used to be aroad almost right 8 ground squirrels and other things, too. But if you look
9 where you have the existing road. It used to go from 9 for aheading of ground squirrels, you're not going to
10 Outpost Road -- what we call Outpost Road -- over, 10 findit. If you look for a heading of small mammals,
11 amost al the distance of that road. 11 you'l find it.
12 HELEN CLOUGH: We recognize that there were 12 JOHN ARKLEY': Okay.
13 roads. Butinterms of authorizing their use for this 13 JOHN MAXWELL: Along the same lines, why
14 type of thing within wildernessis not allowed. Y eah, 14 wouldn't -- you know, if that road was going to be
15 werecognize that wilderness -- 15 affected, why would not all the other roads be affected
16 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: Well, you said that -- 16 thesameway? | don't see any shortage of game across
17 HELEN CLOUGH: Oh, we know there were roadsin 17 any of theseroads. And | know the caribou kind of
18 this particular area, yeah. 18 disappeared back awhile ago, but that was due to a
19 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: Oh, okay. 19 volcano going off and it coated the whole
20 JOAN KLUWE: And, Helen, one of the objectives 20 left-hand/right-hand valley where they normally graze.
21 isto useexisting roads to the greatest extent 21 But other than that, | can't see of any shortage of
22 practical. 22 anything here.
23 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: That'swhat | was going 23 JOAN KLUWE: And in many of the species,
24 to suggest. If you have them already there, why not 24 you'll find exactly that. The conclusion wasthat it

N
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utilize them? They were shut down for some reason. |

N
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would be aminor impact. It would be very similar to
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1 existing conditions. And some of the other species, the 1 there.
2 biologists found that it would have a greater impact. 2 First off, I'd like to say thank you, because
3 Sol encourage you to take alook at the table in the 3 back in 1980 when you guys turned it into wilderness
4 executive summary, and that provides avery -- 4 area, you didn't have the three studies. You just -- if
5 JOHN MAXWELL: Isthat speculation or is 5 you did, it wasn't here locally, so thank you for having
6 that -- what isthat? 6 the studieson this.
7 JOAN KLUWE: It'san andysis by biologists 7 Thereason | was asking the question is
8 based on observations from the existing conditions, 8 basically, for every one foot of rise, you get three
9 based on research that has been conducted over the years 9 foot of drift. Andif you're going to put something on
10 inthisarea, and sometimes they've looked at what has 10 the side of the road, you're just going to cause
11 beenimpacted in other areas. Soit's an analysis by 11 drifting problems. And if theroad isintended to be
12 professional biologists. 12 used for safety and you're causing a drifting problem,
13 HELEN CLOUGH: Other questions? Because I'd 13 it'sanissue, you know, and that's why | was asking the
14 redly liketo moveinto -- 14 question. Why would you put stipulations that they have
15 HAROLD KREMER, I11: Just aquick question. 15 to put barriers or anything on --
16 My nameisHarold Kremer, thelll. Thisisjunior. 16 HELEN CLOUGH: And that particular one is easy
17 Why -- | understand why you want to have the 17 toanswer, becauseit iswhat the law says. But what |
18 guardrails or whatever you want to call them with the 18 would encourage -- and | know we've heard from several
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cable going down theroad. Would it be U.S. Fish and
Wildlife saying, we're going to give you thisland for
the road, but thisis what you have to do? Isthat --
am | hearing that right?

HELEN CLOUGH: You're hearing that -- yes and
no. You're hearing that Congresstold us, if we trade
this land with the State -- excuse me -- we have to have
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people -- if people have better ideas or other ideas of
how to keep vehicles on the road -- | mean, there are
numerous issues, issues with wildlife and stuff related

to abarrier -- we would love to hear those, either here

or written comments, whatever, because that's one of the
many issues that we're struggling with in this project,

to be very honest.
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these mitigation measures and one of them is some kind
of abarrier to keep the vehicles on the road, and they
said "cable barrier" or something else. And actually
what we're evaluating in the EIS is a chain barrier,
similar to what we were looking at in the previous road
projects.

So, yeah, theroad corridor, if it's
exchanged, will come with strings attached to it, either
in the form of agreement between us and the State or --
you know, because that's what the law told us we had to
do.

HAROLD KREMER, I11: So with the land change,
are you guys getting stipulations with your land, too,
if the land wasto swap? | mean, like you can't go
count animals on the land? | mean, it seems retarded to
me. And, I'm sorry, but that's --

HELEN CLOUGH: No. | appreciate your
comments. But what 1'd like to do, if we're going to
ask rhetorical questions -- because you're really
commenting and | really appreciate that, so I'd really
like to make sure we just get it for the record.

HAROLD KREMER, III: Up here?

HELEN CLOUGH: Yes. Becausel'm not going to
respond -- | mean --

HAROLD KREMER, I1I: Sure. I'll stand up

© 00N O WNP
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HAROLD KREMER, I11: Well, if you get the road
above the terrain, then you're not going to have the
drifting problem. The snow and everything will blow
over the top of it, for the most part. You'll still get
some drifting, but not near as much. So just build your
road taller, and they're not going to drive off athree-
or four- or five-foot ditch, you know. | wouldn't think
they would. | don' know.

JOHN ARKLEY: The only comment | would have,
Happy, have you walked that? Some of your fill is going
to have to be 100 feet tall.

HAROLD KREMER, I11: There's-- yeah, there's
parts, but I'm just saying, achain link fenceisn't --

JOHN ARKLEY: No. She'stalking about --

HAROLD KREMER, I11: | know. A cablefence.

HELEN CLOUGH: Yeah. But, no, we've talked
about snow fencing, and that has been expressed. | know
the borough and their engineer has expressed the same
concern to us.

HAROLD KREMER, |I1: For me, the road would be
strictly recreational. | support it for my neighbors.

But, for me, it would be strictly recreational. | feel

that the federal government, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife,
israping the King Cove and the State by getting 43,000
acres for 206 acres of -- with stipulations. | just
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1 want to go on the record by saying that, because | think 1 it. AndI don't know if any of the King Cove group has
2 it'swrong. 2 any -- if you've engaged in much conversation about that
3 I'm all about making agood deal. 1'd buy a 3 ornot.
4 car and sell acar to make a profit, but | would -- | 4 STANLEY MACK: It would be a public road owned
5 wouldn't be able to dleep at night if | went and made a 5 and operated by the State of Alaska.
6 profit likethat. That'swrong. 6 JOHN ARKLEY: And the estimated cost to keep
7 And you said on your study that the Natives 7 it maintained is? Do they have an estimate?
8 have beenin thisareafor years and years and years and 8 STANLEY MACK: Based on thesefigures. |
9 there's different sites and stuff, geological studies. 9 don't know where they came from.
10 We basically took the land from them. Why are you 10 JOHN ARKLEY: | don't know either.
11 trying to take more? That's my comment. 11 JOHN MAXWELL: It'slike $149,000 a year of
12 But as far asthe road issue, | would 12 upkeep, | don't think so. | mean, you couldn't keep it
13 definitely look at different alternatives other than 13 plowed for that. I'm John Maxwell.
14 putting up things on the side to create more drifting. 14 Y eah, you've got $149,000 on one and $158,000
15 HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you. 15 onthe other. Where did these numbers come from?
16 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: And I'dliketo add a 16 Becauseif you flip over to running the boat back and
17 little note. That cable might be a problem for the 17 forth, it's $2 million.
18 people -- for the animals you're trying to protect. 18 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: They're buying their
19 HELEN CLOUGH: Can you state your name for the 19 fuel inKing Cove.
20 record? 20 JOHN MAXWELL: The numbersthat are on here
21 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: Harold Kremer, Jr. 21 that are being put forth tonight don't make sense at
22 HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you. 22 all, so-- | think that's my biggest problem with this
23 Other people choose to speak? 23 whole project.
24 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: It's okay, John, you 24 HELEN CLOUGH: | assume you think they're too
25 can say something. 25 low?
Page 31 Page 33
1 HELEN CLOUGH: If you have aquestion. | just 1 JOHN MAXWELL: They're way too low. $149,000?
2 want to make sure I'm getting the comments. 2 We pay -- how many guy are herein --
3 JOHN ARKLEY: How long is the completion of 3 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We burn easily 100
4 thisthing estimated to be? 4 gallonsin an eight-hour day on the grader. Maybe a
5 HELEN CLOUGH: Theroad? 5 10-hour day, 100 gallons. And it would be all -- we
6 JOHN ARKLEY: Theroad. Istherean 6 couldn't keep dumping --
7 estimation on that? 7 JOHN MAXWELL: We can't get amile and a half
8 HELEN CLOUGH: | believe probably two seasons 8 to the dump during the winter, and they're going to try
9 of construction, isour best estimate. And that would 9 to keep 30-some-odd miles open for $149,000? Y ou'd have
10 be up to the State and their contractor. 10 to have people out there 24 hours a day, literaly,
11 JOHN ARKLEY: And the State would then be 11 plowing the roads -- | came out of Montana/Wyoming -- to
12 responsible for maintenance of it? 12 keep them open. That'swhat you're going to have to
13 HELEN CLOUGH: The State would own the land 13 have.
14 and they would own the road. How they chose to do the 14 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: But the other option is
15 maintenance -- | mean, they could make an agreement with 15 asnow fence. That would help. But | don't know if
16 the city or the borough or -- you know, that's up to the 16 that'sfeasiblein thisstudy. | don't know.
17 State. | can't answer for them. But, | mean, it would 17 JOHN MAXWELL: There's so much that's missing
18 betheir land, so it would be their State road that they 18 inhere.
19 could do what -- you know, however they chose to 19 DELLA TRUMBLE: Can| ask you aquestion?
20 handle-- 20 JOHN MAXWELL: Yes, maam.
21 JOHN ARKLEY': So those decisions haven't been 21 DELLA TRUMBLE: Redlizing that this past
22 madeyet? 22 winter wasfairly extreme -- we all recognize that. But
23 HELEN CLOUGH: No. | mean, it'skind of -- 23 thewhole state of Alaska, we had more snow probably
24 it'sasequencing thing. I'm sure -- and unfortunately 24 thanwe've had in ten years. And when we ook at these
25 nobody from DOT is here, but I'm sure they thought about 25 things, too, understand that, you know, this may be an
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1 exception. We may not have any snow for the next ten 1 Alaska.
2 years. 2 The City of King Cove has 14 miles of road
3 And | think just -- you'll get -- you live 3 that we maintain and plow, and we've spend $80,000 this
4 down here. You live down here. You know, King Cove, we 4 year. So | beg to differ that these are not crazy
5 get so much wind it usually blowsit off. You'll get 5 numbers. There'sabasisinfact. The ADTPF department
6 your snow berms here and there and you have to clear 6 has been very much involved in this process. Those
7 them, but like | say, this year was an exception. And, 7 numbers can be verified. Not every winter isthe same,
8 God help me, last time | remember this much snow, | was 8 but they arerealistic numbers. So don't let yourself
9 19yearsold, when | was akid growing up, and I'm 58 9 believe that they're a bunch of hocus-pocus numbers
10 yearsold. You know, there's no rhythm, rhyme, or 10 because they're not.
11 reason to this. Some yearsyou get snow and some years 11 JOAN KLUWE: Helen, one other clarifying
12 youdon't -- 12 point. The numbers are not to maintain the road all the
13 JOHN MAXWELL: | think we had this much snow 13 way from the City of King Cove al the way to Cold Bay.
14 in 2000 and 2001, if you want to check the records. 14 It'sfor an increment of road that would be built. So
15 But, you know, you're sitting here trying to 15 it'sin addition to what already exists on each end.
16 compare apples and oranges on this, and | think that's 16 So what already exists on each end is aready
17 redly grossly unfair when you start talking the money. 17 being paid for, and the analysis focuses on what would
18 And the money, to me, is the bottom line. 18 it take to maintain the new constructed area from the
19 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Who paysfor it? 19 northeast terminal to Blinn Lake, so it's not 34 miles.
20 JOHN MAXWELL: | -- redly. Who paysfor it? 20 JOHN MAXWELL: Well, they don't maintain
21 And like Happy admitted -- and anybody here will know -- 21 anything from Blinn Lake. They don't maintain anything
22 they couldn't keep us open at the dump this year and 22 fromtheY up here, thisside. None of that is
23 yearspast. | mean, | remember amost every year having 23 maintained, so that would all be -- and al through the
24 to be dug out if you went beyond the dump. They would 24 top. And | could be wrong.
25 plow to theradar site regularly, every year. So snow 25 Do you al maintain the road out to the
Page 35 Page 37
1 removal isgoing to be huge. 1 northeast corner right now, Stanley?
2 And just so far asI'm concerned, | really 2 STANLEY MACK: It doesn't exist.
3 think, in my opinion, it would be the boat from inside 3 JOHN MAXWELL: Okay. Sohow canitbe
4 Lenard's Harbor to the Cold Bay dock with improvements 4 considered in the numbers being maintained? It'sall --
5 tothedock. I think that's morereliable. You won't 5 JOAN KLUWE: But that's not proposed
6 have to have people out there plowing and stuff like 6 construction under this document.
7 that. | just think monetarily and day in, day out, 7 STANLEY MACK: One of the things that needsto
8 that'sthe best way to go. And | wish the numbers were 8 be-- isthisatown hall meeting or --
9 alittlecloser. 9 HELEN CLOUGH: Yeah. I'm going to ask that we
10 HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you for your comment. 10 havealittle structure.
11 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Isthere abreakdown of 11 STANLEY MACK: Please.
12 numbersin the draft? 12 HELEN CLOUGH: It'sagreat discussion. But
13 HELEN CLOUGH: Yes. Thereismuch more detail 13 interms of helping us with our document, | think we've
14 inthe document. 14 captured some concerns. And | would encourage you to
15 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Soyou can gotothe 15 givesmore, but | would like to give other people a
16 draft and get adightly better idea of -- 16 chanceto talk.
17 HELEN CLOUGH: Get aslightly better idea. 17 So, Della
18 And if there's not enough numbersin -- you know, yours 18 And then I'll ask usto be alittle more
19 was agood example of a substantive comment about our 19 organized if you want to speak. And to the extent that
20 numbers, that we'll have to go back and really look at. 20 you can address our EIS with brief comments, | would
21 Gary? 21 really appreciate that.
22 GARY HENNIGH: Gary Hennigh, city manager of 22 DELLA TRUMBLE: And it might be agood
23 King Cove. The number for maintenance that'sin the 23 discussion for you guys after, to figure how to -- to
24 draft EIS comes from Alaska DOT and the data that they 24 understand alittle better.
25 haveto maintain roadsin avariety of environmentsin 25 HELEN CLOUGH: Yeah. Well be happy to talk
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1 after. 1 guides. That'syour living. But, God help me, | really
2 DELLA TRUMBLE: Anyway, I'm Della Trumble. 2 have a hard time knowing that my ancestors walked these
3 And as many of you know, I've been apart of this 3 lands and lived on these lands far beyond anybody else
4 process before. To be honest with you, since 1979. And 4 being here. And to be put through what we've been put
5 for 30 years of my life or more -- is what my numbers 5 through isreally disheartening.
6 are. 6 Listening -- in Sand Point last night, we had
7 I know many of you have heard time and time 7 actually avery good public meeting. And we actually
8 again how important thisis for the community of King 8 had avery good public in Anchorage where actually Orin
9 Cove. | understand your concernsin Cold Bay, and | 9 Seybert said if his pilots did not have to fly between
10 fedl it'svery unfortunate that we haven't been able to 10 these communities, he would be very happy. Hejust --
11 work alot closer. 11 hesaid that isgood.
12 Because when | look at the list of the key 12 In Sand Point we listened to some of the
13 issues and the issues that are on the -- let me get this 13 pilotsin talking about these two lagoons, the Kinzarof
14 right here -- the -- on this draft and the issues that 14 Lagoon and the Izembek Lagoon, and that they do not fly
15 can be mitigated, everything on this, the physical 15 aong the shoreline for the very purpose because you
16 environment, can be mitigated with all the parties at 16 don't disturb the wildlife. They fly ontheinside.
17 thetable. That includes Fish and Wildlife, this 17 Birdsdon't feed inthere. Stanley knows. He can tell
18 community, and King Cove, the State, the city, and the 18 you. And everybody that lives here knows that.
19 borough. Thereisno reason it can't be. 19 My thing is there's no reason that thisissue
20 The biological environment can also be 20 cannot be worked on with these communities and U.S. Fish
21 mitigated if we put our heads together and work on it 21 and Wildlife. And it breaks my heart every time we talk
22 and be able to work on what everybody's concerns are. 22 about taxpayers dollars. Every timeyou bring in that
23 Thesocia environment can be mitigated. We can work 23 Coast Guard, that's $30,000. Y ou bring in aC-130, you
24 together on those if there's concerns of people hunting 24 add to that number.

N
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maybe where they're not supposed to. Those are the
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Last year -- in the last 18 months there were
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things that we can work together on.

Let metell you, there's one thing that cannot
be mitigated, and that isthe loss of livesand it
continues today. Y ou know how harsh our winter was.
Y ou saw the harrowing medevacs. And I'll give you --
you know, | started last July when the scoping meetings
started, when | was supposed to be traveling as part of
the group, and | couldn't get from King Cove. |
couldn't get to Sand Poaint.

And then later in the day, the weather
cleared, and | go to the airport to pick up my daughter
and | watched that plane crash-land. And if you'rea
parent, if you ever see a-- | don't want a parent to
ever see something like that again or have to go through
driving down that runway at 100 miles an hour to make
sure those peoplein that plane are okay or watching
your five-month-old niece get into a helicopter with her
mother and her father -- and they have another little
daughter -- and to be thankful that they're aive today
because nothing happened, including the health care
provider who has five kids, four kids.

We know you understand and you know what is
going on here. | understand the concern with, you know,
this community as -- you got the refuge, you've got your
hunting lodges. And to some degree, you've got the
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22 medevacs out of King Cove. And when you look at
those numbers and the health care and when those people
get to Anchorage and the health care being worsened, you
start adding that to taxpayers dollars. Their health

care isbeing paid by taxpayers dollars.

So take some of these into consideration
because there's a human factor here that realy is --
it'sjust -- it's not that hard, you know. God help me,
it's not that hard to do. And honest to God, we can
work this out.

We're happy to support your boat harbor
when -- that's coming in time. And Mayor Stanley, every
time we go to D.C., he meets with the Corps for a boat
harbor. We can support you, but, God help us, we need
your help here and we'd appreciate working together.
Thank you.

HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you, Della.

Other people that would like to speak?

STANLEY MACK: Yes, maam. I'll speak.
Stanley Mack, mayor of the Aleutians East Borough. I'm
going to speak in support of alternative two, because of
the fact that it demonstrates it's the most inexpensive
route to take.

With taxpayers dollars, we've operated the
hovercraft. That is no longer an option because of the
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1 fact that it was draining in excess of amillion and a 1 on the determination of support for thisroad. And |
2 half to 2 million ayear out of the borough's 2 just wish that we would get the support that we need.
3 pocketbook. The borough has to support the 3 The other alternative in here shows that
4 infrastructure of six communitiesin the area, and it 4 possibly if there's no action, then we're going to go
5 can't do that when you've got a constant drain of 5 with a-- another marinelink. Well, that'sat a
6 $2 million. 6 conceptual stage at this point in time. We had to come
7 We've talked about taxpayers dollars. The 7 up with something because the hovercraft is not working.
8 taxpayer dollar that would support this road is from 8 Weall know that.
9 everybody. And | think it'sonly -- it's very important 9 This other option isin a conceptua stage
10 to point out that in this document, this PowerPoint 10 that possibly might work, but that's going to -- also is
11 document, shows all the impactsin avery negative 11 out of house and home because we need -- they had not
12 connotation. Everything in hereis a negative impact on 12 putintheformulain here for the cost for the support
13 wildlife. It never talks about the positive impact that 13 for this other craft.
14 thisroad could have on human lives, a connection to 14 It says "icebreaking capabilities." | don't
15 economic development of both Cold Bay and King Cove and 15 know where that came from, but you'd have to have
16 some of the neighboring communities. No one mentions 16 something like they took up to Nome in order to get by
17 that, but it does show it's a tremendous impact upon the 17 thisdock thiswinter, and every winter perhaps, for a
18 wildlife. 18 period of time, a short period of time. We had an
19 Everyonein thisroom, | believe, knows that 19 exceptiona winter. But every winter that | can
20 thewildlife, particularly the birds, are here only 20 remember, we've always had ice. | seen the Coast Guard
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seasonally and they're only here for a short period of
time. People are here all the time, and they're not
going to go away.

I'd like to see Cold Bay come back to where it
was 20 years ago. And it could happen with the
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comein here one time and couldn't quite make it to the
dock. So any type of harbor that we put in the area,
that too will freeze.

So there'salot of work to be going into
this. So I'm saying that the best way -- the best bang

©O© 0N O A~ WDNPRP

NNNNNNRERRRRR R B B
O RWNRPROOO®NO®UMWNLEO

Page 43

infrastructure that's being developed today, but that --
the infrastructure that's being put in place today with
the incorporation of the aternative two, the most
inexpensive project, | believe, could enhance the
economic stability of Cold Bay, could grow it.

We see adecline in the population, simply
because the government, again, has stepped in and said,
we're going to cut you back. We're going to take the
FAA and cut back on that group. We're going to take the
Department of Transportation. We're cutting back on
that, without asking the people in the community what do
you really want. They're coming in and telling you what
you're going to do, just like they did when they made
wilderness.

But they happened to cut alittle spur out of
the wilderness for aroad, and people quickly forget
about that. And they can cut that little cherry stem
out of there, too. But the King Cove Corporation, the
State of Alaska, has gone overboard and given the land
back.

In this study, it shows beautiful pictures of
the wetlands, but everybody in this room has traveled
out to Mortensens and looked at that wetland down there.
And if that could have been incorporated into that
PowerPoaint, | think it could have had a positive impact
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for the buck -- of courseif in fact there
isinfrastructure -- comments were made about taxpayer
dollars. That hasto be paid by taxpayer dollars also.

So the most economic way to provide for the
connection between King Cove and Cold Bay and from Cold
Bay to King Cove -- let's not forget that -- isthe
dternative two. Thank you.

HELEN CLOUGH: Others?

JOSHUA KREMER: My nameis Joshua Kremer. |
grew up here, and for awhile| wasan EMT. And the
road is probably the best way to go, because | remember
people coming in off the boat. And if they're coming in
on a boat, that means the weather istoo bad to fly. If
the weather is too bad to fly, that boat is coming up
and down five, ten feet at atime. Have you ever tried
to take awounded person off aboat? Y ou're running the
danger of you faling in the water. Y ou're running the
danger of the crew falling in the water. Y ou're running
the danger of the patient falling in the water.

A harbor won't do. | mean, it would, but if
the weather is so bad that they're taking a boat, it's
just going to crash up against the dock. Theroadis
probably the easiest aternative to that and probably
the cheapest. That'sall | wanted to put in.

HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you very much.
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1 Others? 1 more. On average, we're about -- correct meif I'm
2 JOHN ARKLEY: My nameisJohn Arkley. | have 2 wrong -- about four feet of snow during the year. We
3 only been coming out here since 1990, so I'm arelative 3 wear our snow out more than anything because it blows to
4 newcomer obviously. But if anybody has walked that -- | 4 theleft and turns around and blows to the right, so
5 haven't walked the whole thing, but I've probably walked 5 it's the same snow we're moving back and forth.
6 three-quarters of it, with my legs, walked it. Building 6 In answer to John's question, yes, we had a
7 aroad and maintaining aroad out there, if you think 7 hard time keeping the road open to the dump, and |
8 from here to the dump is going to be hard, whoa, whoa, 8 brought that up earlier. There's certain time frames
9 whoa, it'sgoing to be way harder. It's going to be 9 whereit isdifficult, but keep in mind that equipment
10 very, very hard. 10 that we're running was bought and purchased to maintain
11 Who's going to be responsible for that? 11 asphalt, not to be out here on the roads. It's not big
12 It's-- we're broke. Thiswhole country isbroke. We 12 enough to do the job that needs to be done.
13 can't afford projects like this. We can't afford -- I'm 13 When | worked up in Deadhorse, we had the
14 sorry, but that'sthe way itis. We all make choices, 14 proper equipment. Theroad was raised alittle bit.
15 whether we want to be here or not. So let'stake 15 And like John said, there's valleys and stuff, and they
16 responsibility. 16 havethat going all the way up the Dalton Highway.
17 | redlizelosing alifeisterrible. There's 17 Weveall watched Ice Road Truckers. They have bigger
18 other options to maintain -- but maintaining a road out 18 equipment, bigger snowblowers, bigger plows.
19 there, building aroad out there, is going to be 19 We maintained the first 50 miles of the Dalton
20 disastrousfor the wildlife. And thewildlifeiswhy 20 Highway from Deadhorse south, and there was a few
21 therefugeishere. | realize the Natives have been out 21 days-- not consecutively, but there were afew days out
22 hereforever and ever and that's grand, but, Stanley, 22 of theyear and a half that | worked out there that we
23 there'sbrant in Izembek area and Kinzarof Lagoon right 23 wasnot ableto open it that day. More than anything is
24 now. 24 that the temperatures were below 35 degrees, we didn't
25 STANLEY MACK: Seasonal. 25 like running our equipment because things break.
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1 JOHN ARKLEY: And if you don't believe me, 1 We don't get that cold here. So asfar as
2 well go out and look, right now. It's seasonal, but 2 temperature-wise, | think --
3 it'sdefinitely -- definitely they're there. How many 3 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Did you mean 35 below,
4 gpecies are going to be impacted and can they be 4 Hap?
5 replaced? | mean, thisis a disastrous thing, 5 HAROLD KREMER, I11: What's that?
6 economically, any way you want to look at it. There's 6 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Did you mean 35 below?
7 better routes, safer routes. 7 HAROLD KREMER, I11: What did | say?
8 DELLA TRUMBLE: John, can | ask you what -- 8 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Thirty-five.
9 JOHN ARKLEY: Absolutely. 9 HAROLD KREMER, III: Yeah, I'm sorry, 35
10 DELLA TRUMBLE: What do you do in King Cove? 10 below. Thanks.
11 Areyou aguide? 11 So we don't get that cold. So asfar as
12 JOHN ARKLEY': InKing Cove? No. 12 equipment goes, | think it could run any day aweek here
13 DELLA TRUMBLE: In Cold Bay. 13 temperature-wise. Visibility-wise, it would be
14 JOHN ARKLEY': No. 14 questionable on afew days-- quite afew days.
15 DELLA TRUMBLE: Okay. Because, as| recal, | 15 But you can buy the proper -- the bigger
16 think you were guiding or something. 16 equipment to maintain the road. It's-- that's not
17 JOHN ARKLEY: No. I've never been aguide 17 redly anissue. You get the right equipment, you can
18 here. No. | justloveit here. 18 dothejob. They've been doing it all over the nation.
19 HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you. 19 Look at Valdez, how much snow they got.
20 HAROLD KREMER, I11: Just to make it smpler, 20 DELLA TRUMBLE: Wedoitin King Cove. Our
21 I'll go by Hap. 21 school opens at 8:30, but alot of timesit's open by
22 In regards to maintaining the road, | worked 22 10:00 because the --
23 upin Deadhorse. | had the privilege of working up in 23 JOHN ARKLEY: Who'sgoing to buy it? Who's

NN
[62 I N

Deadhorse, and they get pretty close to the same amount
of snow and wind that we do. We might get alittle bit

N
~

25

going to finance it?
GARY HENNIGH: The State of Alaska has made
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1 that commitment. That'sano-brainer. That's adone 1 or anything else, we drive these roads all the time and
2 deal. 2 1 have not noticed one hit of differencein them. The
3 HELEN CLOUGH: I'm going to ask that we focus 3 only thing that makes a big difference is when God makes
4 on-- 4 avolcano erupt and blows ash all over the place and
5 JOHN ARKLEY: Okay. So-- 5 they can't feed there. Then they're going to move,
6 HELEN CLOUGH: And then when we break, wel'l 6 migrate someplace else where they can. It'ssilly to
7 be happy to continue some dialogue. 7 think otherwise.
8 HAROLD KREMER, I11: | will say the birds 8 We've got 70 people here, 70 right now. But
9 didn't have a problem with the people up there either. 9 we're going to have an impact on this environment?
10 HAROLD KREMER, JR.: | would like to expound 10 Short of setting off anuclear bomb, | don't think
11 onwhat thisyoung lady said alittle while ago, because 11 anything would. | say we do acleanup here, and that
12 I've been out on search and rescue looking for a plane 12 should have destroyed most of the wildlife, but it never
13 that went down out there because they had to go over to 13 did. Most of itisstill here.
14 King Coveto pick up amedevac. 14 So when it comesto alife, | say I'll take
15 The weather was white-out conditions. You 15 thelife of ahuman being any time. And when you see
16 couldn't get around. There was anurse and a pilot and 16 people scattered out over 1,000 yards, a piece here and
17 apatient on that plane, and they were all dying. They 17 apiece there, maybe it would change anybody's mind.
18 wereall dead. They all died in acrash, aterrible 18 Thank you.
19 crash out there, which the pilot never should have been 19 HELEN CLOUGH: Arethere other people that
20 outin, inthefirst place. So | can relate to what 20 would like to speak? I'm not going to belabor it if

N
[

thislady is saying.

Now, here's the bad part, everybody in this
community was out looking for that plan. So everybody
herewas also injeopardy. See, things like that
snowball. When there'salifeinvolved, it'sabig

NN NN
a b~ wWN

21
22
23
24
25

there aren't other people that would like to speak. |
mean, we're happy -- Joan and | are hereto -- and if
you have questions about the refuge in general, Leticia
isyour resident expert. And if you have questions of
each other, obviously you are free to do that off
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thing. It'snot alittle thing.

And | can remember when | first got here,
these people were fighting for aroad. And | could
understand why as soon as | got here. Everybody in Cold
Bay was fighting for that same road. And we've had to
fight from then to now, right this particular point in
time, to try to get asimple road that was here at one
point.

My point earlier was that there was a road
that went almost the whole distance. People used to
walk over here during the war and they used the same
route all the time when they came over here. It's not
an easy trip. It took them almost awhole day to do it.
But when it's alife involved and you've got somebody
out here that could be alive, you don't know -- and |
got within 100 yards of that wreck and | couldn't even
seeit because of the -- you know, you put your hand out
like this and you couldn't even seeit. There.

They should have never been out. They should
have never flown or tried to fly out of King Cove. Sol
can sympathize with -- and it works both ways. There's
two communities here that can help each other out in
many, many, many ways.

And there's no way you're going to hurt this
environment. | don't care what any of your studies say
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record.

Gary, did you want to say something?

GARY HENNIGH: Yes. Gary Hennigh again. But
my boss has asked that | read testimony, and that's
Mayor Henry Mack from the City of King Cove.

"Good evening. My nameisHenry Mack." This
isnot really Henry, but Gary speaking for Henry. "l am
mayor of King Cove. I'm aso agrandfather, afather, a
King Cove Corporation shareholder, Agdaagux Tribe
member, and an Aleut. Andin all theseroles, | am here
tonight to testify strongly in favor of the Izembek land
exchange and alternative two, even though we could live
with alternative three if we had to.

"Thisroad would finally alow our residents
to have safe and dependabl e transportation access to the
Cold Bay Airport, particularly in times of medical and
health emergencies. In my mind, it comes down to
respect for the residents of King Cove and Cold Bay.
What is wrong with wanting to improve the quality of our
life by having safe and dependabl e transportation access
to the Cold Bay Airport?

"I have skimmed through the draft EIS with a
mixture of anger and renewed determination. Asan Aleut
and tribe member, | am angry that the report fails to
measure the extreme environmental injustice that a
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1 no-road decision would mean to the residents of King 1 world in the best of al possible ways. Thank you."

2 Cove. Asmayor, | am angry that the value of the lands 2 HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you, Gary.

3 that are proposed for this land exchange are not equally 3 Anyone else have additional comments or would

4 and fairly evaluated in the draft EIS so that it is easy 4 like to comment?

5 for othersto see how vauable the land is that we 5 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Come on, George, you've

6 propose to exchange. 6 got to say something.

7 "As ashareholder, | expected amore 7 STANLEY MACK: Just another comment to satisfy

8 compelling comparison of the proposed exchange lands so 8 some of the debate that's going on between some of the

9 that the members of the public could better understand 9 folkshere. | didn't like to see that happening,

=
o

and compare the values of the land proposed to be traded

=
o

because that's not what the scoping meeting -- this EIS

11 tothefedera government in exchange for the lands from 11 meetingisall about.
12 the State to build the road. 12 But we, as Aleuts from King Cove, have been
13 "And given the poor record of the federa 13 very concerned with life in general. To watch your
14 government in not including King Covein past decisions 14 loved ones suffer and can't possibly get to an airport
15 about Izembek and our transportation accessibility, | 15 isredly, realy sad. We -- you heard testimony about
16 thought it should have alittle bit more positive 16 the snow and everything. Well, you never heard
17 attention that could have been brought to the fact that 17 testimony saying we can make it with track vehicles.
18 the King Cove Corporation is prepared to give lands back 18 They'redoing it al over the creation, and we do that.
19 tothefedera government, approximately 11,000 acres 19 We've tried satisfying this whole issue with
20 that the corporation was given as part of the 20 the expense of revenue that is coming in by taxpayers.
21 fulfillment of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 21 Thefishermen that pay thetaxes. It didn't work. But
22 These are traditional lands used by our ancestors, and 22 just to give another community a chance to be ableto
23 we arewilling to relinquish them because this road 23 reach the outside world or a better connection to the
24 meansthat muchto us. That isnot to say that we do it 24 outside world is so important.
25 without some pain, because of the value of what we are 25 As the mayor of the borough, | would make sure
Page 55 Page 57
1 giving away. 1 that that road was accessible by means of other -- plows
2 "The non-road aternative in the draft EIS 2 ortrack vehicles. But it will happen. We can make it
3 continues to include the hovercraft, asif itisa 3 through there. Asamatter of fact, you have the right
4 transportation solution for us. Asthe mayor of the 4 totravel on the wilderness with atrack vehicle when
5 Aleutians East Borough has aready stated tonight, the 5 the snow is down there.
6 hovercraft is not any kind of a solution to our 6 So | just hope that the Secretary of the
7 strugglesfor transportation access. Asthe serviceis 7 Interior will takeinto consideration, aswell asthe
8 well aware, the AEB permanently pulled the hovercraft 8 servicetake into consideration, that we have a
9 out of service and is on record that it isnot aviable 9 transportation vehicle that can make it through the snow
10 aternativeto aroad any time of the year. 10 incase of an emergency. It'sthat simple, and it can
11 "We are all about wilderness and wetlands from 11 happen. And | till prefer alternative two.
12 King Cove. If you have been there, you know that both 12 HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you.
13 areavery short distance from where we live. We like 13 DELLA TRUMBLE: I just have one, maybe,
14 our town. We are proud to have athriving, economically 14 comment. When you look at the pink on the lands, and we
15 healthy community that claims along history of civic 15 al know that the pink belongs to the King Cove
16 and cultura life. In order for that civic lifeto 16 Corporation. But we've been approached about probably
17 endure for future generations, we must have this road to 17 fiveyearsago by a conservation group to purchase --
18 Cold Bay. Asitsmayor, itismy job to say thisto you 18 prior to us coming up -- Stanley negotiating with U.S.
19 every chancel get. 19 Fish and Wildlifein D.C. on what thisland exchange
20 "This road means we will have the sweet 20 could look like.
21 certainty that all parents want, which isthat our kids 21 But the King Cove Corporation was approached
22 can get to doctors and lives can be saved. Thisroad 22 by aconservation group to purchase the whole area that
23 means our relatives, our friends, particularly from Cold 23 isnow -- looking at the Mortensens. In fact, they
24 Bay, and coworkerswill be able to come and go on a 24 wanted the whole area, all the way down to Thinpoint
25 dependable basis. Thisroad anchorsusto alarger 25 Lake. Soif there's any misunderstanding about what the

Page 54 - Page 57 (14)

Midnight Sun Court Reporters

907-258-7100




U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Cold Bay, AK

Izembeck Wildlife Refuge L and Exchange /Road Corridor May 8, 2012
Page 58 Page 60
1 valueof that land is, they wanted to purchaseit to ; | VALER ERE:R(:TTNEEZ SRSERT;E ?\:t-zy bl ic in
2 turnitinto wilderness, to giveit to Fish and ' '
3 Wildlife. 3 and for the State of Al aska do hereby certify:
4 So, you know, we're giving up something that 4 That the proceedings were taken before me at the
5 meansaheck of alottous. A lot. Thiswhole area 5 time and place herein set forth; that the proceedings
6 meansalot to us and we know -- you know, we know how 6 were reported stenographically by me and Iater
7 to -- you know, our renewable resources is as important 7 transcribed under ny direction by conputer
8 tousasitisto anybody else, and | think more so to 8 transcription; that the foregoing is a true record of
9 usthan anybodyelsebecauseitwasalltherefor us. 9 the proceedings taken at that tinme; and that | amnot a
10 Thankyou. 10 party to nor have | any interest in the outcone of the
11 HELEN CLOUGH: Anyone else? 11 action herein contained.
12 Thank you, Joan. 12 IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto subscribed
13 She just reminded me of one more thing. We 13 ny hand and affixed ny seal this 21st day of My, 2012.
14 have some comment formsin the back. If you want to use 14
15 this, you're welcome to grab one on the way out. And 15
16 any of the materials we have, have al the waysto 16
17 contact us, if you think of additional questions. And 17 mwzi onal Repor ter
18 remember the comment period closes next Friday. And if 18 tary Public for Alaska
19 you're mailing them, it's postmark, because | know it 19
20 takes awhile sometimes for the mail to come and go. So 20
. My Conmi ssion Expires: June 22, 2014
21 wewill accept them. 21
22 And | really thank you all for coming out and 22
23 really appreciateit. And thank you for your comments. 23
24 And please have some cookies and fruit and coffee. 24
25 JOAN KLUWE: And if you haven't signed in, 25
Page 59
1 please do sign in on the sheets over here by the door.
2 Thank you very much.
3 HELEN CLOUGH: Thank you.
4 (Proceedings adjourned at 8:25.m.)
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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