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Original Purposes

The Arctic Refuge was established in 1960 as the
9 million acre Arctic National Wildlife Range:

“For the purpose of preserving unique wildlife,
wilderness, and recreational values...”

These purposes continue to apply to all lands in the
original Arctic Range.

ANILCA Purposes

In 1980, the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act (ANILCA) enlarged the area to
over 19 million acres, renamed it the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge, designated 8 million acres of it as
Wilderness, designated three Wild Rivers, and added
four purposes to the entire Refuge:

(i) To conserve fish and wildlife populations and
habitats in their natural diversity;

(ii) To fulfill the international fish and wildlife treaty
obligations of the United States;

(iii)To provide the opportunity for continued
subsistence uses by local residents, and

(iv)To ensure water quality and necessary water
guantity within the Refuge.
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