Marais des Cygnes National Wildlife Refuge

Mountain-Prairie Region

BIRDING INFORMATION and BIRD CHECKLIST

Birding Information

Birding is especially good in late spring when over 30 species of warblers migrate
through the area and in early summer when breeding birds are defending territories.
The large diversity of plant communities including large tracts of forest, grassland,
brushland, open and wooded wetlands, and river and streams provide for an equally
diverse bird population. Some breeding bird species found on the Refuge include
prothonotary warbler, northern parula warbler, red-shouldered hawk, scissor-tailed
flycatcher, Bell's vireo, yellow-breasted chat, Acadian flycatcher and Henslow's sparrow.
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CHECKLIST:

The following list includes 321 bird species that have been seen in the area of the Refuge, including 117
species that nest on the Refuge (*).

Also included are 6 species listed Federally Endangered or Threatened; 14 species listed as Endangered,
Threatened, or Sensitive in Kansas and 29 species on the List of Migratory Birds of Management
Concern (1995).

CODES:

SEASONS:



Sp= Spring (March - May)
Su=Summer (June - August)
F=Fall (September - November)
W=Winter (December - February)

SEASONAL ABUNDANCE:

a = abundant

c = common

U = uncommon

0 = occasional

r=rare

X = vagrant, accidental

occurring in large numbers

certain to be seen in suitable habitat

present but not certain to be seen

seen only a few times during a season

seen at intervals of 2 - 5 years
straggler or out of normal range

GSER 0 Fo

LOONS

|Common Loon |Gaviaimmer ] u ] ] u ] r
'GREBES

Pied-billed Grebe* IPodilymbus podiceps 'c|ofc|o
|Horned Grebe |Podiceps auritus \ u \ \ u \ 0
Red-necked Grebe IPodiceps grisegena x| | |
[Eared Grebe IPodiceps nigricollis o [r o]
Western Grebe /Aechmophorus occidentals o
|Clark's Grebe |Aechmophorus clarkii \ \ \ \
IPELICANS

/American White Pelican IPelecanus erythrorhynchos crfc|r
Brown Pelican IPelecanus occidentalis x|
|CORMORANTS and ANHINGA

|Neotropic Cormorant |Pha|acrocorax brasilianus ] ] X ] ]
Double-crested Cormorant* IPhalacrocorax auritus ‘clufc|r
/Anhinga /Anhinga anhinga x| x|
|HERONS and BITTERNS

|American Bittern |Botaurus lentiginosus ] u ] 0 ] u ]
LLeast Bittern* lIxobrychus exilis o [r o |
Great Blue Heron* /Ardea herodias la|c|a|o
Great Egret /Ardea alba lu|c|c|
|Snowy Egret |Egretta thula ] 0 ] u ] u ]




|Litt|e Blue Heron*

[Egretta caerulea

Cattle Egret

|Bubulcus ibis

Green Heron*

|Butorides virescens

|Black-crowned Night-Heron

|Nycticorax nycticorax

|Ye||ow-crowned Night-Heron*

|Nyctanassa violaceus

IBISES and STORKS

|White Ibis |Eudocimus albus \ X \ X \ X \
|White-faced Ibis |Plegadis chihi \ X \ \ X \
'Wood Stork Mycteria americana x|
|NEW WORLD VULTURES

Turkey Vulture* Cathartes aura lc|a|c|
IDUCKS, GEESE, and SWANS

Black-bellied Whistling-Duck IDendrocygna autumnalis x| | |
[Fulvous Whistling-Duck IDendrocygna bicolor S
Greater White-fronted Goose /Anser albifrons lu | Ju|u
|Snow Goose |Chen caerulescens \ a \ r \ a \ u
Ross’ Goose IChen rossii el [ r | x
‘Canada Goose* Branta canadensis lafc|ala
|Brant |Branta bernicla \ X \ \ \
Trumpeter Swan ICygnus buccinator | | x
Tundra Swan ICygnus columbianus r |
'Wood Duck* /Aix sponsa ‘c[clalu
Gadwall /Anas strepera la|o|a|u
|American Wigeon |Anas americana \ a \ r \ a \ u
/American Black Duck /Anas rubripes o | |o|u
Mallard* /Anas platyrhynchos lafulac
Blue-winged Teal* /Anas discors lclo|a|r
‘Cinnamon Teal /Anas cyanoptera x| x|
|Northern Shoveler |Anas clypeata ] c ] 0 ] c ] r
'Northern Pintail /Anas acuta farfafu
Green-winged Teal /Anas crecca la|r|a|o
‘Canvasback /Aythya valisineria ‘u| |ulo
|Redhead |Aythya americana ] u ] ] u ] 0
Ring-necked Duck /Aythya collaris a| [afu
Greater Scaup /Aythya marila lu| |o o




|Lesser Scaup |Aythya affinis ] c ] ] c ] u
'Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata R
|White-winged Scoter |Melanittafusca \ \ \ r \
|Black Scoter |Melanitta nigra \ \ \ r \
Oldsquaw IClangula hyemalis o
Bufflehead 'Bucephala albeola e[ [clu
|Common Goldeneye |Bucepha|a clangula \ u \ \ u \ c
|Hooded Merganser* |Mergus merganser \ u \ 0 \ u \ 0
|Common Merganser |Mergus merganser ] u ] ] u ] 0
Red-breasted Merganser 'Mergus serrator ‘u[ Julo
|Ruddy Duck |Oxyurajamaicensis \ c \ \ c \ 0
HAWKS, KITES, and EAGLES

|Osprey |Pandion haliaetus ] 0 ] ] u ]
Mississippi Kite lIctinia mississippiensis v [ [ x [
|Ba|d Eagle |Ha|iaeetus leucocephalus \ 0 \ \ 0 \ u
|Northern Harrier |Circus cyaneus \ c \ r \ c \ u
'Sharp-shinned Hawk /Accipiterstriatus lu | Ju|u
‘Cooper's Hawk /Accipiter cooperii u [ Julu
|N0rthern Goshawk |Accipiter gentilis \ \ \ r \ r
|Red-shou|dered Hawk* |Buteo lineatus \ u \ u \ u \ u
Broad-winged Hawk* Buteo platypterus lu |r |u|
'Swainson's Hawk* IButeo swainsoni o [r o]
|Red-tai|ed Hawk* |Buteojamaicensis \ a \ a \ a \ a
|Ferruginous Hawk |Buteo regalis \ r \ \ X \
|Rough-legged Hawk |Buteo lagopus ] 0 ] ] u ] c
Golden Eagle /Aquila chrysaetos e
IFALCONS

|American Kestrel* |Falco spawverius \ c \ u \ c \ c
|Merlin |Fa|co columbarius ] r ] ] r ] r
|Peregrine Falcon |Falco peregrinus \ r \ \ r 'T
Prairie Falcon [Falco mexicanus el |
IPHEASANTS, GROUSE, TURKEY, and QUAILS

|Ring-necked Pheasant* |Phasianus colchicus ] X ] X ] X ] X
|Greater Prairie-Chicken |Tympanuchus cupido \ X \ X \ X 'T
|Wi|d Turkey* |Me|eagris gallopavo \ a \ a \ a \ a




|Northern Bobwhite*

|Co|inus virginianus

lajaja]a

|RAILS, GALLINULES, and COOTS

|Ye||ow Rail |Coturnicops noveboracensis r \
|King Rail* |Ra||us elegans 0 \
|Virginia Rail |Ra||us limicola r ]
'Sora IPorzana carolina cu

Purple Gallinule

|Porphyrula martinica

|Common Moorhen

Gallinula chloropus

|American Coot* |Fu|ica americana a|u
ICRANES

'Sandhill Crane Grus canadensis r
IPLOVERS

Black-bellied Plover Pluvialis squatarola o |
/American Golden-Plover Pluvialis dominica o [
|Snowy Plover |Charadrius alexandrinus \ r \
'Semipalmated Plover ICharadrius semipalmatus lu |
PPiping Plover ICharadrius melodus |
Killdeer* (Charadrius vociferus | a
AVOCETS

|American Avocet

|Recurvirostra americana

T

|SANDPIPERS and PHALAROPES

Greater Yellowlegs

Tringa melanoleuca

LLesser Yellowlegs

|Tringa flavipes

|So|itary Sandpiper

Tringa solitaria

Willet

|Catoptrophorus semipalmatus

'Spotted Sandpiper

/Actitis macularia

\Upland Sandpiper*

Bartramia longicauda

'Whimbrel

|Numenius phaeopus

|Hudsonian Godwit

Limosa haemastica

'Marbled Godwit

Limosa fedoa

'Ruddy Turnstone

/Arenaria interpres

'Sanderling

Calidris alba

|Semipa|mated Sandpiper

|Ca|idris pusilla

\Western Sandpiper

|Ca|idris mauri

LLeast Sandpiper

Calidris minutilla




|White-rumped Sandpiper |Ca|idris fuscicollis ] u ] 0 ] u ]
Baird's Sandpiper Calidris bairdii ‘c[oful|
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos lc|u|c|
|Dun|in |Ca|idris alpina \ 0 \ \ 0 \
|Sti|t Sandpiper |Ca|idris himantopus ] u ] u ] u ]
Buff-breasted Sandpiper Tryngites subruficollis e[ e[
|Ruff |Phi|omachus pugnax \ X \ \ \
|Short-bi||ed Dowitcher |Limnodromus griseus \ 0 \ \ 0 \
|Long-bi|led Dowitcher |Limnodromus scolopaceus ] u ] r ] u ]
'Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago fu[rfulr
/American Woodcock* 'Scolopax minor o oo |
|Wi|son's Phalarope |Pha|aropus tricolor \ u \ \ u \
|Red-necked Phalarope |Pha|aropus lobatus ] r ] ] r ]
\GULLS and TERNS
|Laughing Gull |Larus atricilla \ X \ \ \
|Frank|in's Gull |Larus pipixcan \ c \ 0 \ a \ r
|Litt|e Gull |Larus minutus ] ] ] X ]
‘Bonaparte's Gull Larus philadelphia u [ Ju
|Ring-bi|led Gull |Larus delawarensis \ c \ c \ c \ u
|Herring Gull |Larus argentatus \ u \ r \ u \ u
Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus | [ x
‘Caspian Tern Sterna caspia ‘ufoul|
'Common Tern Sterna hirundo el
|Forster's Tern |Sterna forsteri \ u \ 0 \ u \
LLeast Tern Sterna antillarum el ||
Black Tern Chlidonias niger fufoul|
'DOVES
IRock Dove* IColumbia livia lc|lclc|c
White-winged Dove Zenaida asiatica ] x|
'Mourning Dove* 'Zenaida macroura ‘lalalau
'CUCKOOS and ROADRUNNERS
|Black-billed Cuckoo* |Coccyzus erythropthalmus o |u \
'Yellow-billed Cuckoo* ICoccyzus americanus c|c|
—

Greater Roadrunner

\Geococcyx califorianus

OWLS




|Barn Oowl*

Tyto alba

(@)

[Eastern Screech-Owl*

|Otus asio

e B NeNNe]

O[O |o

O[o|cC
o

oo

clc
|Great Horned Owl* |Bubo virginianus \ \ \ \ c
'Snowy Owl INyctea scandiaca o I
‘Burrowing Owl /Athene cunicularia oo | |
Barred Owl* Strix varia ‘c[clc|c
|Long-eared Owl |Asio otus \ u \ r \ r \ u
|Short-eared Owl |Asio flammeus \ r \ \ r \ r
Northern Saw-whet Owl /Aegolius acadicus | |
'GOATSUCKERS
|Common Nighthawk* |Chordei|es minor \ c \ c \ c \
|Common Poorwill |Phalaenopti|us nuttallii \ 0 \ \ 0 \
|Chuck-wi||'s-widow* |Caprimu|gus carolinensis ] u ] u ] c ]
|Whip-poor-wi||* |Caprimu|gus vociferus \ c \ c \ u '7
ISWIFTS
|Chimney Swift* |Chaetura pelagica \ c \ c \ c \
'HUMMINGBIRDS
|Magnificent Hummingbird |Eugenes fulgens \ \ \ X '7
|Ruby-throated Hummingbird* |Archilochus colubris \ u \ c \ u \

KINGFISHERS

|Belted Kingfisher*

|Cery|e alcyon

|WOODPECKERS and ALLIES

|Red-headed Woodpecker* |Melanerpes erythrocephalus \ c \ c \ c \ c
|Red-bel|ied Woodpecker* |Melanerpes carolinus \ c \ c \ c \ c
|Ye||ow-be||ied Sapsucker |Sphyrapicus varius ] u ] u ] u ] u
'Downy Woodpecker* Picoides pubescens ‘c[clc|c
Hairy Woodpecker* Picoides villosus luufuu
|N0rthern Flicker |Co|aptes auratus \ c \ c \ c \ c
|Pi|eated Woodpecker* |Dryocopus pileatus ] u ] u ] u ] u

IFLYCATCHERS

Olive-sided Flycatcher* \Contopus coopeti o |r |o|
|Eastern Wood-Pewee* |Contopus virens \ u \ c \ c \
|Ye||ow-be||ied Flycatcher |Empidonax flaviventris ] r ] r ] ]
/Acadian Flycatcher* [Empidonax virescens ‘c[cul
/Alder Flycatcher [Empidonax alnorum o | |o|




|Wi||ow Flycatcher |Empidonax traillii ] r ] r ] r ]
Least Flycatcher [Empidonax minimus e[ Jul
[Eastern Phoebe* 'Sayornis phoebe lc|c|c|
|Great Crested Flycatcher* |Myiarchus crinitus \ c \ c \ c \
|Westem Kingbird* |Tyrannus verticalis ] c ] c ] u ]
[Eastern Kingbird* Tyrannus tyrannus fc[cul
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher* Tyrannus forficatus ‘u |u|u |
'SHRIKES

|Loggerhead Shrike* |Lanius ludovicianus ] c ] c ] c ] u
Northern Shrike lLauius excubitor T T Tx
VIREOS

|White-eyed Vireo* |Vireo griseus \ u \ u \ u \
Bell's Vireo* Vireo bellii lu|u|o |
'Yellow-throated Vireo* Vireo flavifrons fufuul|
Blue-headed Vireo Vireo solitarius ‘u | |o |
|Warb|ing Vireo* |Vireo gilvus \ c \ c \ c \
Philadelphia Vireo Vireo philadelphicus o | |o|
Red-eyed Vireo* Vireo olivaceus fc[cul
JAYS and CROWS

Blue Jay* ICyanocitta cristata lc|cla|c
|Pinyon Jay |Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus ] ] ] ] X
Clark's Nutcracker Nucifraga columbiana x [ x
/American Crow* ICorvus brachyrhynchos lc|lclc|c
LARKS

Horned Lark* [Eremophila alpestris lu o |ulc
'SWALLOWS

Purple Martin* IProgne subis lc|c|c|
Tree Swallow* Tachycineta bicolor lc|u|c|
|Northern Rough-winged Swallow* |Ste|gidopteryx serripennis ] c ] c ] c ]
|Bank Swallow |Riparia riparia \ 0 \ r \ 0 '7
Cliff Swallow* IPetrochelidon pyrrhonota lu ju|u |
Barn Swallow* Hirundo rustica lc|c|c|
|CH|CKADEES and TITMICE

Black-capped Chickadee* IPoecile atricapillus ‘c[clc|c
Tufted Titmouse* IBaeolophus bicolor lclclc|c




INUTHATCHES

Red-breasted Nuthatch*

'Sitta canadensis

\White-breasted Nuthatch* 'Sitta carolinensis c c
|Pygmy Nuthatch |Sitta pygmaea X \ X
(CREEPERS
Brown Creeper Certhia americana ‘u[ Julo
'WRENS
|RockWren |Sa|pinctes obsoletus \ \ \ X \
|Caro|ina Wren* |Thryothorus ludovicianus ] u ] u ] u ] 0
Bewick's Wren* Thryomanes bewickii o [r o]
House Wren* Troglodytes aedon lc|c|c|
\Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes T EE
|Sedge Wren |Cistothorus platensis ] u ] 0 ] 0 ]
'Marsh Wren Cistothorus palustris oo o |r
|K|NGLETS and GNATCATCHERS
|Go|den-crowned Kinglet |Regu|us satrapa \ u \ \ u \ 0
|Ruby-crowned Kinglet |Regu|us calendula ] u ] ] u ] r
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher* Polioptila caerulea lc[clc|
THRUSHES
|Eastern Bluebird* |Sia|ia sialis \ c \ c \ c \ u
|Mountain Bluebird |Sia|ia currucoides ] ] ] ] X
"Townsend's Solitaire Myadestes townsendi T T [
|Veery |Catharus fuscescens \ 0 \ \ \
|Gray-cheeked Thrush |Catharus minimus \ 0 \ \ r \
'Swainson's Thrush Catharus ustulatus lc | |u|
'Hermit Thrush ICatharus guttatus o[ Julr
'Wood Thrush* Hylocichla mustelina lu |u|o|
/American Robin* Turdus migratorius lc|clc|u
THRASHERS
Gray Catbird* IDumetella carolinensis fufufulr
Northern Mockingbird* IMimus polyglottos luufuu
Brown Thrasher* Toxostoma rufum lc|c|u|
'STARLINGS
|European Starling* |Sturnus vulgaris a aj|a 'T
|

PIPITS




/American Pipit /Anthus rubescens lu | |u |
'Sprague's Pipit /Anthus spragueii x [ [x [
WAXWINGS

|Cedar Waxwing |Bombyci|la cedrorum \ u \ 0 \ u \ u
'WARBLERS

|Blue-winged Warbler

|Vermivora pinus

|Go|den-winged Warbler |Vermivora chrysoptera \ 0 \ \ 0 \
Tennessee Warbler 'Vermivora peregrina lc | |u|
'Orange-crowned Warbler Vermivora celata lc |2 |c |
|Nashvi||e Warbler |Vermivora ruficapilla \ c \ \ c '7
|Northern Parula* |Parula americana \ c \ c \ u \
|Ye||ow Warbler* |Dendroica petechia \ u \ u \ u \
|Chestnut—sided Warbler |Dendroica pensylvanica ] u ] ] u ]
'Magnolia Warbler IDendroica magnolia o [ [
|Cape May Warbler |Dendroica tigrina \ r \ \ \
Black-throated Blue Warbler IDendroica caerulescens r |
|Ye||ow-rumped Warbler |Dendroica coronata ] c ] ] u ] 0
Black-throated Green Warbler  |Dendroica virens u [ Ju
|Blackburnian Warbler |Dendroicafusca \ 0 \ \ r \
|Ye||ow-throated Warbler* |Dendroica dominica \ r \ r \ \
|Pine Warbler |Dendroica pinus ] r ] ] ]
|Prairie Warbler |Dendroica discolor \ r \ \ '7
|Pa|m Warbler |Dendroica palmarum \ 0 \ \ 0 \
|Bay-breasted Warbler |Dendroica castanea \ r \ \ r \
Blackpoll Warbler IDendroica striata lu | |o|
‘Cerulean Warbler* IDendroica cerulea ‘ufulo|
Black-and-white Warbler* Mniotilta varia lu | r|u |
|American Redstart* |Setophaga ruticilla \ u \ r \ u \
|Prothonotary Warbler* |Protonotaria citrea ] c ] c ] c ]
|Worm-eating Warbler |He|mitheros vermivorus \ r \ \ r '7
|Ovenbird |Seiurus aurocapillus \ 0 \ \ 0 \
|Northern Waterthrush |Seiurus noveboracensis \ u \ \ 0 \
|L0uisianaWaterthrush* |Seiurus motacilla ] u ] 0 ] r ]
Kentucky Warbler* /Oporomis formosus ufufu|
A

‘Connecticut Warbler

|Oporomis agilis




'Mourning Warbler 'Oporomis philadelphia lu | |o|
'Common Yellowthroat* Geothlypis trichas ‘clclc|r
|Hooded Warbler |Wi|sonia citrina \ r \ \ r \
|Wi|son's Warbler |Wi|sonia pusilla \ 0 \ \ u \
|CanadaWarbIer |Wi|sonia canadensis ] 0 ] ] 0 ]
'Yellow-breasted Chat* Icteria virens ‘ufo o |
TANAGERS

|Summer Tanager* |Piranga rubra \ c \ c \ c \
|Scar|et Tanager* |Piranga olivacea ] 0 ] 0 ] 0 ]
'SPARROWS and TOWHEES

|Eastern Towhee* |Pipi|o erythrophthalmus 0 \ r
|American Tree Sparrow |Spize||a arborea \ a
|Chipping Sparrow* |Spize||a passerina r ]
Clay-colored Sparrow Spizella pallida [
|Fie|d Sparrow* |Spize||a pusilla c \ u
Vesper Sparrow IPooecetes gramineus

|Lark Sparrow* |Chondestes grammacus u

|Savannah Sparrow |Passercu|us sandwichensis

|Grasshopper Sparrow* |Ammodramus savannarum u

|Baird's Sparrow

|Ammodramus vairdii

|Henslow's Sparrow

|Ammodramus henslowii

Le Conte's Sparrow

|Ammodramus leconteii

|Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow

|Ammodramus nelsoni

|Fox Sparrow

|Passerelia iliaca

|Song Sparrow

Melospiza melodia

|Linco|n's Sparrow

|Me|ospiza lincolnii

L TR

'Swamp Sparrow

|Me|ospiza georgiana

|White-throated Sparrow

|Zonotrichia albicollis

|Harris' Sparrow

Zonotrichia querula

clc|lCc

'White-crowned Sparrow

'Zonotrichia leucophrys

B

Dark-eyed Junco \Junco hyemalis | a
|McCown's Longspur |Ca|carius mccownii \
LLapland Longspur Calcarius lapponicus o

'Smith's Longspur

Calcarius pictus

|Chestnut-co||ared Longspur

|Ca|carius ornatus

Of=fOo|]==lO0j0|lO0O|lO|O|lC|O|C|IX|C|s|X]O]|lC|jlC|lCclO0|lO0O|lCcC|O|C

1]




|Snow Bunting

|Plectrophenax nivalis

'GROSBEAKS and BUNTINGS

Northern Cardinal* Cardinalis cardinalis lc|lclc|c
|Rose-breasted Grosbeak* |Pheucticus ludovicianus \ c \ 0 \ u \
|Black-headed Grosbeak |Pheucticus melanocephalus ] ] ] X ]
Blue Grosheak* Guiraca caerulea ufufu|
|Lazu|i Bunting |Passerina amoena \ X \ \ \
|Indigo Bunting* |Passerina cyanea \ c \ c \ c \
|Painted Bunting* |Passerina ciris ] u ] u ] u ]
Dickcissel* 'Spiza americana ‘clclc|
|BLACKBIRDS and ORIOLES

|Bobo|ink |Do|ichonyx oryzivorus \ r \ \ \
|Red-winged Blackbird* |Agelaius phoeniceus ] c ] c ] c ] a
[Eastern Meadowlark* 'Stumella magna ‘clclc|c
\Western Meadowlark 'Stumella neglecta lu [ufu|u
'Yellow-headed Blackbird Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus | o | | |
|Rusty Blackbird |Euphagus carolinus ] 0 ] ] 0 ]
Brewer's Blackbird [Euphagus cyanocephalus o | [o|
‘Common Grackle* ‘Quiscalus quiscula lc|lclc|c
|Great-tai|ed Grackle* |Quisca|us mexicanus \ 0 \ u \ 0 \
|Brown-headed Cowbird* |Mo|othrus ater ] c ] c ] c ] u
'Orchard Oriole* lIcterus spurius ‘cuful|
Baltimore Oriole* lIcterus galbula lc|u|u|
[FINCHES

|Purp|e Finch |Carpodacus purpureus ] r ] ] 0 ] 0
House Finch* \Carpodacus mexicanus x [ x [
Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra o | x
‘Common Redpoll ICarduelis flammea | x
|Pine Siskin |Cardue|is pinus ] 0 ] ] 0 ] u
/American Goldfinch* ICarduelis tristis ‘c[clc|u

'OLD WORLD SPARROW

House Sparrow*

|Passer domesticus

'a ala|a
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