
Patuxent Research Refuge
Comprehensive Conservation Planning

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Comprehensive Conservation Planning
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service is 
starting work on a comprehensive con-
servation plan (CCP) for the Patuxent 
Research Refuge.  The plan will estab-
lish management goals and objectives 
for refuge programs over the next 15 
years. For example, wildlife, habitat, 
land protection and visitor services 
programs will all be evaluated during 
the planning process.

This planning project provides a unique 
opportunity for the Service to involve 
all of those interested in the long-term 
management of the refuge.  We encour-
age you to play a significant role in the 
development of this far-reaching plan!

You can find more information about 
Patuxent Refuge, the CCP process, and 
similar plans in the northeast on our 
Northeast Refuge Planning website: 
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/planning. 

What should I know about Patuxent 
Research Refuge?
The 12,800 acre refuge is located 
between Washington, D.C. and 
Baltimore, Maryland along the 
Patuxent and Little Patuxent rivers. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
established the refuge in 1936 by 
Executive Order. Patuxent is the only 
National Wildlife Refuge specifically 
established to support wildlife research. 
The breadth of that research over 
the years is impressive and includes 
environmental contaminant studies, 
bird population monitoring, and 
captive propagation of whooping 
cranes and other endangered 
species. Today most of the research 
on the refuge is conducted by the 
U.S. Geological Survey through the 
Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. 

Patuxent Research Refuge supports 
a wide diversity of wildlife in forest, 
meadow, and wetland habitats. The 
land is managed to maintain biological 
diversity for the protection and benefit 
of native and migratory species. 
During the fall and spring migrations, 
many waterfowl species stop to rest 
and feed. Approximately 270 species 
of birds have been documented.  

The Refuge has two public entrances.  
The North Tract was formerly part 
of Fort George Meade and is open 
daily from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.  The 
National Wildlife Visitor Center on 
the south tract of the Refuge, is a 
first class facility for environmental 
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education, interpretation, and 
scientific information exchange, 
and is open daily from 9:00 am 
to 4:30 pm.  Both entrances are 
closed on federal holidays.  

Refuge visitors can participate in 
wildlife observation and photography 
on 24 miles of hiking trails spanning 
the North and South Tracts of the 
refuge. Additionally, the refuge 
provides high-quality hunting 
and fishing opportunities.  

Looking across Lake Redington toward the National Wildlife Visitor Center 
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How is a CCP developed?

A summary of the major steps in 
the planning process follows:

•	 Select the core planning team 
members and organize the 
information underlying the plan.

•	 Initiate public involvement.

•	 Develop and analyze alternatives 
including current management.

•	 Prepare and write a draft and 
final plan.

•	 Monitor and evaluate the plan.



Who is involved in developing the 
plan?
Patuxent refuge staff are leading 
the effort, with assistance from 
the Service’s Northeast Regional 
Office, other Service experts, and 
representatives from Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources 
and the U.S. Geological Survey. 

The core planning team has met on 
several occasions to collect and review 
background information and generate 
a preliminary issues list. See our 
“Preliminary Issues” discussion below.  

We hope that you will participate 
over the next two months by 
providing comments, suggestions, 
and information on the scope 
of issues to consider during the 
planning process. You can either 
provide written comments or 
attend a scheduled open house.  

To ensure consideration, please submit 
written comments by March 31, 2010. 

You can submit yours comments 
by any of the following methods: 

Email: northeastplanning@fws.gov 
Please include the subject line 
“Patuxent Research Refuge CCP” 

Fax: Please send to Attn: Nancy 
McGarigal, 413/253-8468

U.S. Mail: 300 Westgate Center  Drive, 
Hadley, MA 01305

In-Person Drop-off: You may drop off 
your comments during regular business 
hours at the National Wildlife Visitor 
Center, 10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop, 
Laurel, MD 20708. 

Refuge staff and Service planners will 
host public meetings at the Patuxent 
Research Refuge National Wildlife 
Visitor Center in Laurel, MD on 
February 22, 2010 and the Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources 
in Annapolis, MD on February 23, 
2010. Please see the box to the right 
for meeting locations and times. 

Upcoming Open House and Public 
Scoping Meetings Information

 
Monday, February 22, 2010

Time: 
Open House*	 2:00 - 4:00 pm 
Open House*	 6:30 - 8:30 pm 
 
Location: 
Patuxent Research Refuge 
National Wildlife Visitor Center        
10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop 
Laurel, MD  20708

 
Tuesday, February 23, 2010

Time: 
Open House*	 1:00 - 3:00 pm
 
Location: 
Maryland Department                         
of Natural Resources
C-1 Conference Room
Tawes State Office Building
580 Taylor Avenue
Annapolis, MD 21401

*At each open house, the refuge will 
give a short presentation beginning 
approximately 15 minutes after the 
listed starting time

Preliminary Issues, Concerns 
& Opportunities 
The planning team has identified 
some preliminary issues, concerns, 
and opportunities to address while 
developing the CCP. Currently, the 
issues fall within the categories 
identified below. However, we 
expect that additional issues may 
be raised during public scoping. 

1. Eco-regional or ecosystem-wide 
issues such as climate change, land 
conservation and protection of water 
quality throughout the watershed. 

2. Biological program issues such as 
habitat and species management, 
protection, restoration, monitoring, 
inventory, and research. 

Sunning painted turtles
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3. Public use program issues such as 
the breadth and quality of programs, 
public access, user conflicts and user 
impacts on refuge natural resources. 

4. Infrastructure and staffing 
issues such as appropriateness 
of facilities, safety, accessibility 
and additional staffing needs. 

5. Community relations and outreach 
issues and opportunities such as 
tourism and local economic impacts. 

6. Coordination and communication  
issues and opportunities with 
other Service programs and 
the U.S. Geological Survey. 

Scarlet Tanager
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Contact Information
If you have any questions or would like  
more information about the refuge, 
in general, please visit our website at 
http://patuxent.fws.gov or call 301/497-
5580. 

For further information on the CCP 
process, please visit the northeast 
planning website at http://www.fws.gov/
northeast/planning/

Meeting participants will have an 
opportunity to learn about existing 
refuge programs, help the planning 
team identify key issues, share 
ideas and concerns, and make 
recommendations on how the site 
should be managed in the future.


