
REGISTRATION 
All programs are FREE, however, donations to The Friends of Patuxent are greatly appreciated!  Note: These 

public programs are designed for individuals/families.  Programs DO require advance reservations and may be subject to 
changes or cancellation due to weather or low participation.  Please call 301-497-5887 to make your reservation. 

Please notify the refuge of any special needs so that you may be accommodated.  To view program listings online visit   
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Patuxent/visit/PublicPrograms.html. 

Patuxent Research Refuge
Public Programs
July 2016

Programs Held at the National Wildlife Visitor Center
The Visitor Center is located on Powder Mill Road between the Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Rt. 197. 

Puppet Show: A Fox Tale 
Friday, July 1st, 10:30am and 11:30am, All Ages 
All Ages Welcome!  NO REGISTRATION NECESSARY. Join us to discover the nighttime world 
of critters found at Patuxent Research Refuge.  Length of introduction and puppet show runs 
approximately 20 minutes total. 

Whooping Crane Observatory Tour 
Sunday, July 3rd, 1:00-2:30pm, Ages 14+ 
Take a guided tour to the Whooping Crane Observatory at the Patuxent Wildlife Research 
Center to observe a pair of graceful and endangered adult whooping cranes. Find out more 
about the Whooping Crane population recovery program. Arrive early, as tour will leave on time. 
Space is very limited.  Registration is required. 

Learn to Fish 
Thursdays, July 7th and 21st, 2:00-4:00pm, Ages 15 and under 
Learn how to cast a rod, identify types of fish and enjoy the experience of fishing in this hands on 
program for children.  All fishing equipment will be provided and registered participants will meet at the 
Visitor Center.  Space is limited, participants may select only one date.  Registration is required. 

Bird Walk 
Sunday, July 10th, 8:00-10:00am, Ages 8+ 
Search for spring migrants in various refuge habitats on this guided hike.  Field guides and 
binoculars are recommended. Registration is required.  

Family Fun:Insects! 
Friday, July 8th and Saturday, July 9th, 10:00am to 1:00pm, Ages 3 and up 
Drop-in program: no registration required. Come any time and leave when you wish. 
Discover just who is flying, swimming, and crawling around at Patuxent!   Explore this incredible 
mini world of insects through indoor and outdoor games and hikes (weather permitting), hands 
on activities and crafts for all ages.   

More on Back Page>>>



Walk with the Refuge Manager 
Friday, July 22nd, 7:00am – 9:00am, Ages 12 and up 
Join refuge manager, Brad Knudsen, for a leisurely walk along Cash Lake Trail to learn about 
conservation and winter wildlife at Patuxent.  Registration is required. 

Explorando Aves para toda la familia
Sábado, 23 de Julio, 10:30am- 12:00 pm, todas edades
Aprende lo básico sobre aves y los viajes de emigración con actividades interactivas, 
discusión, y una caminata de aves para toda la familia.

Programs Held at the North Tract 
The North Tract is located on Rt. 198 between the Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Rt. 32. 

Moth Survey 
Friday, July 8th, 8:00pm-11:00pm, Ages 8+ 
Explore the amazing array of colors and shapes of these nighttime marvels with the help of 
naturalists Sue, Rod and Tim! Participate at several stations in this nighttime count and learn 
how to conduct your own backyard survey while helping log moth species for the Maryland 
Biodiversity Project and the refuge.  Parts of this program will be conducted after dark so wear 
pants, close toed shoes and long sleeves to stay comfortable.  Bug-spray and cameras are 
highly recommended.  Registration is required.  

What’s Buggin Bats! 
Saturday, July 9th, 8:00-9:30pm, Ages 5+ 
Come and discover Maryland’s bats and the dangers they face.  Learn the vital role bats play in 
the environment and why they are so helpful. Registration is required. 

Bird Walk 
Saturday, July 23rd, 8:15-10:15am, All Ages 
Search for birds in several refuge habitats on this guided hike.  Field guides and binoculars are 
recommended. Registration is required. 

Wildlife Loop Adventure Scavenger Hunt 
Saturday, July 23rd, 9:00am-1:00pm, All Ages 
Using clues and locations, families and groups can drive the North Tract’s Wildlife Loop and 
nearby trails to hunt for sculptured stones, mystery objects, plants and animals while learning 
about the history of North Tract and other recreational opportunities.  A camera or cell phone 
that takes pictures is needed.  Arrive anytime between 9am and 1pm to begin your hunt and 
plan for 1-2 hours!  Registration is required along with approximate arrival time.   

Herp Search 
Saturday, July 23rd, 1:00-2:30pm, All Ages 
Join a refuge naturalist on this guided search for reptiles and amphibians.  Wear good walking 
shoes and bring water, and remember to dress for the weather. Registration is required.  

Night Hike 
Saturday, July 23rd, 8:00-9:30pm, Ages 5+ 
Discover the nighttime world of the refuge as you look and listen for nocturnal animals on this 
guided walk. Registration is required. 


