
REGISTRATION 
All programs are FREE, however, donations to The Friends of Patuxent are greatly 

appreciated!  Note: These public programs are designed for individuals/families.  Programs DO 
require advance reservations and may be subject to changes or cancellation due to weather or 

low participation.  Please call 301-497-5887 to make your reservation. 
Please notify the refuge of any special needs so that you may be accommodated.  To view 

program listings online visit http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Patuxent/visit/PublicPrograms.html. 
 

Patuxent Research Refuge 
Public Programs 
July 2015

 
Programs Held at the National Wildlife Visitor Center  
The Visitor Center is located on Powder Mill Road between the Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Rt. 197 
 
Beavers:  Nature’s Engineers 
Friday, July 10th, 10:00am-12:00pm, Ages 8-10  
Beavers are one of the only animals, other than humans, that can transform the environment to meet their needs. Learn 
how beavers live and try your hand at building a beaver dam. Wear old clothes -- we will get muddy! The program will 
be conducted outside, so dress for the weather.  Registration is required.  
 

An Evening Walk with a Refuge Manager 
Wednesday, July 15th, 5:30-7:00 pm, Ages 12+ 
Join Patuxent's Refuge Manager for a leisurely walk along Cash Lake Trail to learn about the refuge's wildlife habitats, 
resource management and the role of refuges in conserving wildlife for future generations.  Registration is required. 
 
Learn to Fish 
Thursday, July 16th, 5:30-7:30pm, Ages 15 and under 
Thursday, July 23rd, 5:30-7:30pm, Ages 15 and under 
Learn how to cast a rod, identify types of fish and enjoy the experience of fishing in this  
hands on program for children.   All fishing equipment will be provided and registered participants  
will meet at Cash Lake.  Space is limited, participants may select a single date.  Registration is required.    
 
Wild, Wonderful Wolves 
Friday, July 17th, 1:00-2:30pm, Ages 5-7 
Discover the wild world of wolves!  In this interactive program children will learn not only how to howl like a wolf, but 
why they howl, why they live in a pack, and much more. Registration is required. 
 
Whooping Crane Observatory Tour 
Sunday, July 19, 1:00-2:30pm, Ages 14+ 
Enjoy a guided tour to the Whooping Crane Observatory at the Patuxent Wildlife Research Center to observe a pair of 
graceful and endangered adult whooping cranes. Find out more about the Whooping Crane population recovery 
program. Arrive early, as tour will leave on time. Space is very limited. Registration is required. 
 

 
 

More Programs on Back Page>>> 

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Patuxent/visit/PublicPrograms.html


Programs Held at the National Wildlife Visitor Center Continued… 
The Visitor Center is located on Powder Mill Road between the Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Rt. 197. 
 
Bird Walk 
Sunday, July 26, 7:00-9:30am, Ages 8+ 
Search for birds in various refuge habitats on this guided hike.  Field guides and binoculars are recommended. 
Registration is required.

Programs Held at the North Tract  
The North Tract is located on Rt. 198 between the Baltimore-Washington Parkway and Rt. 32.   
 

17th Annual NABA Butterfly Count 
Saturday, July 11th, 8:30am–4:00pm, All Ages  
Join the West Anne Arundel County, North America 
Butterfly Association, Butterfly Count!  Counters will 
meet at 8:00 am at the Patuxent Research Refuge-North 
Tract.  All levels of interest and experience welcome. 
Please bring a field guide if you have one, plenty of 
water and a bag lunch if you plan to stay the entire day. 
(Note: children under the age of 16 must be 
accompanied by parent or guardian.)  Registration is 
required at 301-497-5887. Weather Permitting 
Rain date: July 18, 2015.  For more information on 
NABA counts contact: Count leader - C. “Sparky” 
Sparks at (Cell Phone) 443 255-6127 or (daytime) 410 
854-2859. csparks007@verizon.net.   
 
Adventure Scavenger Hunt 
Saturday, July 11th, 9:00am-1:00pm, All Ages  
Using clues and locations, families and groups will 
explore the contact station grounds and nearby trails to 
hunt for sculptured stones, mystery objects, plants and 
animals.  A camera or cell phone that takes pictures is 
recommended.  Arrive anytime between 9am and 1pm 
to begin your hunt and plan for about an hour of fun!  
Registration is required along with approximate arrival 
time. 

 
Nocturnal Adventure 
Saturday, July 18th, 7:00-9:00pm, Ages 8+ 
Why are some creatures nocturnal? What adaptations 
have these creatures undergone to be able to function 
in the dark? Come learn about animals that are active at 
night. Please bring a flashlight if you have one.  
Registration is required. 
 
Bird Walk  
Saturday, July 25th, 8:15am-10:15am, All Ages 
Search for birds in several refuge habitats on this guided 
hike.  Field guides and binoculars are recommended.   
Registration is required. 
 

Herp Search 
Saturday, July 25th, 1:00-2:30pm, All Ages 
Join a refuge naturalist on this guided search for reptiles 
and amphibians.  Wear good walking shoes! 
Registration is required. 
 

Night Hike 
Saturday, July 25th, 8:00-9:30pm, Ages 5+ 
Discover the nighttime world of the refuge as you look 
and listen for nocturnal animals on this guided walk. 
Registration is required.
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