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Ohio	
  River	
  Islands	
  Refuge	
  acquires	
  nearby	
  land	
  
	
  

The	
  U.S.	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Service	
  recently	
  purchased	
  two	
  tracts	
  of	
  land	
  in	
  
Williamstown,	
  West	
  Virginia	
  from	
  local	
  landowners.	
  Together	
  the	
  tracts	
  are	
  a	
  little	
  
over	
  an	
  acre,	
  and	
  are	
  adjacent	
  to	
  the	
  refuge	
  headquarters	
  building	
  and	
  public	
  
parking	
  facility.	
  	
  
	
  
These	
  areas	
  will	
  secure	
  permanent,	
  high	
  quality	
  public	
  access	
  to	
  refuge	
  facilities	
  
including	
  trails,	
  a	
  parking	
  lot,	
  a	
  fishing	
  pier	
  and	
  a	
  kayak	
  launch	
  along	
  the	
  Ohio	
  River.	
  
Refuge	
  lands	
  border	
  both	
  tracts.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  “Before	
  this	
  purchase,	
  we	
  didn’t	
  own	
  these	
  areas	
  that	
  were	
  adjacent	
  to	
  the	
  refuge.	
  
This	
  will	
  make	
  managing	
  the	
  area	
  easier,”	
  said	
  Glenn	
  Klingler,	
  refuge	
  manager	
  at	
  
Ohio	
  River	
  Islands.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
One	
  of	
  the	
  tracts	
  contains	
  a	
  grass	
  field	
  that	
  borders	
  shrub	
  habitat	
  on	
  the	
  refuge.	
  
Restoration	
  would	
  include	
  seeding	
  native	
  wildflowers	
  and	
  low	
  growing	
  shrubs	
  to	
  
provide	
  habitat	
  for	
  pollinators	
  and	
  migratory	
  birds.	
  The	
  smaller	
  tract	
  includes	
  a	
  
railroad	
  crossing	
  that	
  provides	
  safe	
  and	
  accessible	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  Ohio	
  River.	
  
	
  
Ohio	
  River	
  Islands	
  National	
  Wildlife	
  Refuge	
  was	
  established	
  in	
  1990	
  for	
  the	
  
conservation	
  and	
  protection	
  of	
  fish	
  and	
  wildlife	
  resources.	
  	
  The	
  refuge	
  currently	
  
encompasses	
  over	
  3,300	
  acres	
  in	
  three	
  states	
  along	
  365	
  miles	
  of	
  the	
  Ohio	
  River,	
  one	
  
of	
  the	
  nation’s	
  busiest	
  waterways.	
  The	
  shallow	
  waters	
  of	
  the	
  river	
  provide	
  quality	
  
habitat	
  for	
  freshwater	
  mussels,	
  including	
  at	
  least	
  two	
  federally	
  endangered	
  species.	
  
Bald	
  eagles,	
  peregrine	
  falcons	
  and	
  Indiana	
  bats	
  also	
  use	
  refuge	
  habitats.	
  In	
  all,	
  
Refuge	
  lands	
  support	
  over	
  200	
  bird	
  species,	
  42	
  mollusk	
  species,	
  15	
  species	
  of	
  
reptiles	
  and	
  amphibians,	
  101	
  species	
  of	
  fish,	
  25	
  mammals,	
  and	
  500	
  species	
  of	
  
plants.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  mission	
  of	
  the	
  U.S.	
  Fish	
  and	
  Wildlife	
  Service	
  is	
  working	
  with	
  others	
  to	
  conserve,	
  
protect	
  and	
  enhance	
  fish,	
  wildlife,	
  plants	
  and	
  their	
  habitats	
  for	
  the	
  continuing	
  
benefit	
  of	
  the	
  American	
  people.	
  We	
  are	
  both	
  a	
  leader	
  and	
  trusted	
  partner	
  in	
  fish	
  and	
  
wildlife	
  conservation,	
  known	
  for	
  our	
  scientific	
  excellence,	
  stewardship	
  of	
  lands	
  and	
  
natural	
  resources,	
  dedicated	
  professionals,	
  and	
  commitment	
  to	
  public	
  service.	
  For	
  



	
  

	
  

more	
  information	
  on	
  our	
  work	
  and	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  make	
  it	
  happen,	
  visit	
  
www.fws.gov.	
  	
  
	
  


