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Comprehensive Conservation Planning

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(Service) is starting work on a 
comprehensive conservation plan 
(CCP) for Presquile National Wildlife 
Refuge (refuge) located in Chesterfield 
County, Virginia.  The plan will 
establish management goals and 
objectives for all refuge programs 
over the next 15 years. For example, 
our biological and visitor services 
programs, and the infrastructure 
needed to support these programs, will 
all be evaluated during the planning 
process.

This planning project provides a unique 
opportunity for the Service to involve 
individuals and local communities in the 
long-term management of the refuge. 
You can play a significant role in the 
development of the this far-reaching 
plan!

Who will be involved in developing the plan?

Presquile refuge staff in Charles City, Virginia will lead the effort along with 
Eastern Virginia Rivers National Wildlife Refuge staff in Warsaw, Virginia and 
planners in the Service’s Northeast Regional Office. We have also invited other 
Service experts, as well as representatives from other Federal and State agencies 
to serve on our core planning team.

We hope that you, and other interested groups and individuals, will participate 
in this planning process. We would like to hear your thoughts on our current 
management, your vision for the future of the refuge’s biological and visitor 
service programs, or any other issues of importance to you.  We hope to engage 
local residents and community leaders in discussing ways the refuge could become 
a welcome and integral part of the community. Please contact us (see contact 
information included in this newsletter) to let us know of your interest and to make 
sure you are on our mailing list. 

How Can I Get Involved?

We are providing several opportunities to facilitate public participation. Below is a 
list of options we intend to use. We would be interested to know if you have other 
ideas you would like us to pursue.  

n Hold open houses (see next page)

n Develop informational newsletters

n Write feature articles

n Participate in civic and                
       professional group events

n Give presentations at town and   
       community leadership meetings

n Hold working group sessions and  
        technical expert meetings

n Continue partnerships

n Provide status updates on refuge     
       website

Wood ducks utilize the forests and waters around the James River/USFWS
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Public Open Houses
You may also wish to participate in one 
of our two public open houses to be 
held at the locations and times specified 
below. 

The purpose of the open house is to 
provide the public an opportunity 
to identify preliminary issues to be 
considered in the development of the 
draft CCP. At the open houses, there 
will be a short presentation explaining 
the planning process and describing 
existing refuge resources. After the 
presentations, we will record any 
comments you would like to provide. 

April 19th, 2011 Chester, VA
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
(Presentations will begin at 2:15 and 
6:45)

Location: Chesterfield Library Center
11800 Centre Street
Chester, VA 23831-1781
Phone: (804) 748-6314

April 20th, 2011  Richmond, VA
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM
(Presentations will begin at 6:45)

Location: Maymont Stone Barn 
Meeting Room
1700 Hampton Street
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Phone: (804) 358-7166

If you are unable to attend the open 
houses but would like to provide your 
comments and concerns, please share 
them with us via fax, phone, email or 
letter using the contact information 
included in this newsletter. Please 
provide all comments by May 23, 2011.

Draft Goals
We developed the following goals to describe the desired future conditions of 
the refuge and to establish a framework within which to develop management 
objectives. 

Forested and Emergent Wetlands Goal: Protect, maintain, and restore the 
biological integrity, diversity, and environmental health of Presquile National 
Wildlife Refuge’s tidal riverine forest and emergent marsh to sustain native 
plants and wildlife, including species of conservation concern.

Upland Habitats Goal: Protect and enhance the upland and riparian habitat 
quality at Presquile National Wildlife Refuge to sustain native plants and 
provide resources for resident and migrating wildlife, including species of 
conservation concern.

Cultural Resources Goal: Conserve, protect, and foster appreciation of the 
cultural resources and cultural history which connects the community, visitors, 
and refuge staff and the refuge’s role in the history of the James River region.

Environmental Education Goal: Immerse visitors in environmental 
educational experiences to inspire appreciation and stewardship of our natural 
and cultural resources, expand understanding of the significance of the James 
River to the Chesapeake Bay, and raise awareness of the National Wildlife 
Refuge System.

Interpretation and Wildlife-Dependent Recreation Goal: Provide 
opportunities for visitors to connect with nature and enhance their appreciation, 
understanding, and enjoyment of the Presquile National Wildlife Refuge’s 
natural and cultural resources through a variety of quality, wildlife-dependent 
public uses, including interpretation, wildlife observation, nature photography, 
and hunting.

Preliminary Issues and Categories
The CCP Team has already identified several categories of issues to help organize 
the list of individual concerns. We welcome your input and comments on these 
categories. Feel free to offer additional considerations as well.

•	 Landscape Scale/Ecosystem-wide Issues                                                           
(e.g. climate change, roles within regional land protection, water quality)

•	 Land Management Issues        
(e.g. management, restoration, monitoring, inventories, research)

•	 Public Use Programs        
(e.g. range or quality of programs, access, conflicts, impacts)

•	 User Conflicts and Compatibility with Refuge System Mission   
(e.g. appropriate uses in line with wildlife protection mandates required on 
refuges)

•	 Facilities, Infrastructure, Staffing Issues      
(e.g. safety, suitability, accessibility, additional needs)

•	 Community Relations/Outreach/Local Economy                                               
(e.g. tourism, quality of life, local impact)

•	 Agencies and Partner Coordination             
(e.g. regional planning, technical assistance, volunteer opportunities)
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Contact Information
To learn more about Presquile refuge, 
please visit our website: http://www.fws.
gov/northeast/presquile/

You may reach the refuge staff by 
telephone at (804)333-1470, or by email 
at fw5rw_evrnwr@fws.gov.

To learn more about the planning 
process contact: 

Nancy McGarigal, Refuge Planner 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
300 Westgate Center Drive 
Hadley, MA 01035 
413/253-8562 
413/253-8468 Fax

Draft Vision Statement
Presquile National Wildlife Refuge 
exemplifies the majesty of our 
natural world and the significance 
of the Lower James River as a major 
tributary of the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. Throughout the year, 
bald eagles perch on the island’s 
forested shores and survey the rich 
assemblage of wildlife: basking 
turtles in the warm spring sun, 
colorful warblers darting amongst 
trees all summer, the wake of the 
prehistoric sturgeon heading to 
spawn each fall, and thousands of 
wintering waterfowl resting in the 
quiet waters of the winding river.

This isolated island bridges the 
modern world to its long and storied 
history of people connecting to the 
land. The joyful sound of children 
learning in the natural classroom 
echoes through the forest in this 
gateway to wild places. Stewardship 
fostered here generates action beyond 
the river in communities across their 
watershed.

V
ir

gi
ni

a 
Te

ch
.

About the Refuge
Presquile National Wildlife Refuge is one of four refuges that comprise the 
Eastern Virginia Rivers National Wildlife Refuge Complex. The refuge is a 1,329-
acre island in the James River, located approximately 20 miles south of Richmond, 
Virginia. Established to protect habitat for wintering waterfowl and other 
migratory birds, the refuge is an important component in the network of refuges 
on and around the Chesapeake Bay. The refuge is also home to nesting, roosting, 
and wintering bald eagles, as well as a large number of overwintering waterfowl.

Archaeological evidence indicates that the land around the Presquile refuge was 
occupied by Native Americans for thousands of years. At the time of European 
contact, this section of the James River was inhabited by the Appamattuck and 
Weyanock tribes. In 1613, Sir Thomas Dale seized the land at the junction of the 
James and the Appomattox rivers, establishing the Bermuda Hundred settlement. 
This property included the area that now serves as Presquile refuge.

Presquile was historically a peninsula of land connected to adjacent lands to the 
south. In 1934, a more direct navigation channel was cut through the land, making 
Presquile the island it is known as today.

Refuge News
In addition to starting the CCP process, the refuge is currently busy with a variety 
of visitor services and biological projects. Here are a few highlights: 

New Boardwalk Coming Soon - Partners, volunteers, and staff are currently 
developing a 500-foot long, elevated boardwalk through the forested wetlands. The 
materials for the boardwalk are uniquely designed to “lay lightly on the wetlands”, 
yet securely and safely allow access to the difficult terrain. This expansion builds 
upon an existing network of over 3 miles of wildlife observation trails.

Tidal riverine forests provide habitat for a variety of wildlife including bald 
eagles and prothonotary warblers.

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
http://www.fws.gov
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Environmental Education Center - In cooperation with the James River Association, refuge staff will soon begin renovating 
a 1,600 sq. ft. structure, using sustainable materials, to serve as an Environmental Education Center. The energy efficient 
building will serve visitors and students participating in the James River Ecology School–an education program designed to 
provide meaningful field experiences in the watershed that connect people with nature.

Prothonotary Warblers Nesting - The forested swamps around Presquile refuge contain a nationally significant population of 
prothonotary warblers, the only cavity-nesting warbler in the western hemisphere and one of the reasons for the designation 
of the Lower James River Important Bird Area. In partnership with Virginia Commonwealth University, over 600 nest boxes 
have been installed and maintained on the refuge and adjacent forested swamps. While most states in the US are recording 
decreases in prothonotary warbler populations, Virginia’s population has been steady or increasing, possibly due to an 
aggressive nest box program. 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/presquile
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/presquile
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