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scoping meetings on June 21 and 
22 in Westbrook and Stratford, 
CT. At the meetings, we presented 
our draft vision statement and 
planning goals for the refuge 
and discussed issues affecting 
the refuge with stakeholders.

Scoping Results
Stakeholder input through scoping 
provided valuable direction on a 
variety of topics. The CCP team 
met after the close of the scoping 
period to discuss input received 
and develop a list of planning 
issues gleaned from scoping. 
Planning issues will help drive 
the development of management 
alternatives explored in the CCP. 
Issue areas are highlighted below:

Habitat Management:
• Individuals commented about 

the need to maintain a diverse 
mix of habitats and habitat 
connectivity to respond to the 
anticipated impacts of global 
climate change including sea 
level rise and habitat and 
species composition changes.

Conservation Plan Moving Forward
We continue to make progress on 
the Comprehensive Conservation 
Plan (CCP) for Stewart B. 
McKinney National Wildlife Refuge 
(McKinney NWR), headquartered 
in Westbrook, Connecticut. The 
CCP will guide the refuge’s 
wildlife and habitat management, 
environmental education, and 
public use programs for the next 15 
years. The CCP effort is led by the 
management and staff of McKinney 
NWR, with assistance of planners, 
biologists, and other natural 
resource specialists from the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), 
the Connecticut Department 
of Energy and Environmental 
Protection’s Environmental 
Conservation Branch, and 
the USDA-Forest Service.

Public and Partner Involvement
The knowledge and experience 
of local residents, nonprofi t 
environmental and recreational 
organizations, community leaders, 
and others with a stake in the 
Connecticut coast are key to the 
success of the CCP. During June 
and July, we held the “scoping” 
phase of plan preparation, when we 
ask public and agency stakeholders 
to help identify important issues to 
address through the CCP process. 
During scoping we requested  
input through media notices, 
our Web site, and three public 

• We heard about the need to 
manage predation impacts on 
species, since island species are 
especially sensitive to predators.

• Some individuals expressed a 
need to balance public use and 
habitat protection.

Refuge Expansion:
• We heard support for 

identifying areas for land 
acquisition within the current 
refuge boundary and a 
desire to outline important 
habitat areas to target for 
future refuge expansion.

Public Use:
• We received comments 

about the need to ensure 
infrastructure maintenance. 
Public use of docks and trails 
was listed as an important item.

• Managing unauthorized 
use is a constant challenge 
for refuge staff.

• Some individuals expressed 
an interest in opening some 
refuge units to fi shing or deer 
and waterfowl hunting.
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Harbor seals haul-out on Falkner Island
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Outer island (above); Falkner Island Lighthouse (top)
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Next Steps
Over the next few months we 
will host meetings of biological 
and public use experts to help 
us refi ne our approach to the 
issues identifi ed by our public 
and agency stakeholders. We 
will develop management goals, 
objectives, and strategies for 
the refuge that will form the 
basis of the CCP alternatives. 
We will provide details of 
these efforts in our next 
newsletter, scheduled for 
the winter of 2011-2012.

Throughout the planning process, 
we will continue to welcome public 
and partner involvement. We 
will use the media, our Web site, 
mailing list and newsletters to keep 
you informed. Please contact the 
Refuge Planner if you would like 
to be placed on our mailing list.
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Partnerships:
• Some individuals suggested 

increasing the amount 
of work being done off 
refuge with partners.

• Several suggested 
coordinating efforts and 
communication among the 
various Friend’s Groups.

Refuge Administration
• Staff are concerned about the 

amount of time and maintenance 
required to manage refuge 
units that are scattered across 
a long distance in a congested 
area. One suggestion was to 
develop a facility for staff use 
and equipment storage at 
the west end of the refuge.

• There is concern about the 
number of refuge staff at the 
refuge. Individuals suggested 
identifying staffi ng targets 
necessary to complete 
priority work on the refuge.

For More Information
For more information about the 
refuge, please visit the refuge’s Web 
site or contact refuge staff: 
Phone:      860/399-2513
Mail:         Stewart B. McKinney
      National Wildlife Refuge
       733 Old Clinton Road
                   Westbrook, CT  06498
Web site:  http://www.fws.gov/
northeast/mckinney/

For more information on the CCP 
process, please visit our planning 
Web site or contact the refuge 
planner, Bill Perry: 

Phone:     413/253-8688
Mail:         300 Westgate Center Dr. 
                   Hadley, MA  01035 
Email: northeastplanning@fws.gov
Web site:  http://www.fws.gov/
northeast/planning/mckinney/
ccphome.html

The federally threatened piping plover 
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Falkner Island
Falkner Island supports the State’s 
largest nesting colonies of roseate 
terns, a federally listed endangered 
species, and common terns, a State 
species of concern. To protect these 
species during their nesting season, 
the island is closed to visitors except 
for an annual open house weekend. 

Roseate and Common Terns
Roseate terns are colonial breeders 
that nest in small, concentrated 
areas of remote barrier beaches or 
islands. Colonial nesting provides 
“safety in numbers” from predation. 

Northeastern roseate terns are 
known to nest only in association 
with common terns. Although the 
more active and aggressive common 
tern may provide some protection 
to roseate terns in the same area, 
the also species compete for food 
resources and nest space. 

Refuge Management for Terns
On Falkner Island refuge staff 
manage habitat to foster adequate 

History of Falkner Island Lighthouse

The Falkner Island Lighthouse is the State’s second oldest lighthouse and has survived over two centuries of sea spray, 
strong wind, and storms. Here are a few notable events in the light’s 209-year history: 

1802: President Thomas Jefferson dedicates the lighthouse.
War of 1812: British troops land on the island, but do not injure the keeper or damage the lighthouse, recognizing the 
importance to their own safety.
1818: The lighthouse keeper builds a bowling alley and tavern on the island.
1829: Twenty men celebrating Independence Day on the island become inebriated and vandalize the lighthouse, sinking 
the keeper’s boat. This leads to passage of a federal law prohibiting sale of alcohol on U.S. Light Station grounds.
1858: The fi rst keeper’s quarters building is replaced due to its poor condition. Keeper Oliver Brooks rescues fi ve 
survivors from the wreck of the Schooner Moses Webb.
1871: The second keeper’s quarters building is replaced.
1941: The last keeper from the U.S. Lighthouse Service leaves as the Coast Guard takes over operation of the lighthouse.
1976: The third keeper’s quarters burns to the ground.
1978: The lighthouse is automated.
1985: The island is transferred to the Department of the Interior and added to the refuge.
1988: The light is converted to solar power.
1990: The lighthouse is posted on the National Register of Historic Places.
1991: A nonprofi t group, the Falkner’s Light Brigade, is founded to preserve the lighthouse tower. By this time the island 
is eroding at approximately 6 inches each year and the tower is within 35 feet of the bluff ’s edge.
1999: Restoration of the tower to its 1871 appearance is completed.
2000: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers oversees an erosion control and stabilization project on the island.
2010: Falkner’s Light Brigade oversees a further restoration of the lighthouse, including repointing the stone work, 
repainting the tower and  lantern. 

roseate tern nesting sites and 
reduce site competition between 
roseate and common terns. For 
roseate terns, refuge staff provide 
nest boxes, old tires, and other 
structures at the lower edges of 
the refuge to provide shelter. Black 
crowned night heron predation 
on chicks is reduced by removing 
vegetation used by the herons for 
cover and harassing herons. 

For common terns, refuge staff 
annually mow the meadow on the 
top of the island to maintain the 
species preferred habitat. 

Threats to Roseate Terns
Roseate terns are threatened by 
several factors, including habitat 
loss, human disturbance, and 
predation. Unfortunately, the 
isolated, sandy islands and remote 
beaches that the species prefer are 
also attractive for human recreation 
and vacation home development. 

While terns tolerate some human 
presence, too much activity near 
their breeding colonies can result 
in nest abandonment. Eggs 
and unfl edged chicks are very 
susceptible to predation while 
adults are away from the nest. 
Major predators include gulls, black 
crowned night herons, crows, red-
winged blackbirds, small mammals, 
snakes, and ants. 
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Common tern, a State species of concern 

The federally endangered roseate tern
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Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge
733 Old Clinton Road
Westbrook, CT 06498

If you wish to receive future “Planning Updates” about the Stewart B. McKinney National 
Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan, please fi ll in the appropriate information 
below and return it to the refuge or email northeastplanning@fws.gov.

Name:  _______________________________________________
    (Please Print)

Address:  _______________________________________________

City:   _______________________________________________

State  ___________  Zip Code:  ___________

If you are acting in an offi cial capacity as the representative of an organization 
please complete the following two items. 

Organization: ____________________________   Title:  _______________________________________________

IMPORTANT: Please note that names on the CCP mailing list become part of the public record for this project. The Service 
must release names, only if requested, under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act of 1974. To retain you on our 
mailing list we need your permission. Please sign below.

Signature: _______________________________________________

Date:  ____________________

You may provide comments via any of 
the following methods:

Email: northeastplanning@fws.gov

Fax: Attn: Stewart B. McKinney CCP
        413-253-8468

U.S.Mail: Stewart B. McKinney NWR
    733 Old Clinton Road
    Westbrook, CT 06498


