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As we continue to develop our Comprehensive
Conservation Plan (CCP) for the Great Swamp
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), we have
compiled the comments that we received this
past summer and are in the process of
developing alternative management strategies to
address issues and opportunities identified in the
scoping process and to best manage the lands of
the Refuge.

As you may be aware, the CCP will guide all
aspects of refuge management at Great Swamp
for the next 15 years. An Environmental
Assessment (EA) will be prepared with the CCP,
as required under the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969. Local refuge staff, with
assistance from the Northeast Regional Office,
are leading the planning process. Recently, the
US Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) contracted
with Amy S. Greene Environmental Consultants,
Inc., a New Jersey-based consulting firm, to
assist with the planning effort.

As part of the planning process, we requested
public input on refuge management concerns,
issues and opportunities. We greatly appreciate
the comments we received. Although the official
scoping period is over, we invite you to continue
to participate in the CCP development by sharing
your ideas, concerns and suggestions with us at
any time. Your comments directly contribute to
the development and evaluation of management
strategies included in the CCP and are critical to
the success of this planning process.

USGS Visitor Survey

The USFWS has contracted the US
Geological Survey to conduct visitor surveys
at 52 refuges across the nation. Great
Swamp NWR was selected to participate in
the survey. The first period of this survey was
completed in the fall of 2010. The second
period will be conducted in the spring of 2011.
The survey is designed to help us gain further
insight into visitors+ desires and concerns
regarding public use and natural resource
management at Great Swamp NWR and
broadly across the National Wildlife Refuge
System.

Friends of Great Swamp

Dorothy Smullen “

Winter fields at Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge

Public Scoping Results

In July 2010, we mailed over 500 copies of the
initial CCP planning announcement newsletter
to local conservation and interest groups;
research organizations; local, State and
Federal Government Agencies; Federally-
recognized tribes; and interested individuals.
We also posted the July newsletter on the
Refuges website at http:/www.fws.gov/
northeast/greatswamp/CCP.htm.
Announcement of the commencement of the
CCP/EA was published in the Federal Register
on July 19, 2010 (Volume 75, Number 137).

A public scoping period occurred during July
and August of 2010. During this time, two
public scoping meetings were held on July 28,
2010 at 1:00 PM and 6:00 PM at the Chatham
Township Municipal Building. Each meeting
consisted of a 30-minute presentation followed
by an open house format that allowed for
discussion between attendees and refuge
staff. The meetings were designed to explain
the CCP planning process; identify Great
Swamp NWR

NWR resources; explain National Wildlife
Refuge System purposes; and identify
important issues to be considered in the CCP.
A total of 31 attendees, including 6 organization
representatives, attended the meetings.

Comment cards were provided to encourage
written comments. A total of 21 written
comments from both individuals and
organizations have been received to date,
including 7 comments via email and 14
comments via standard letter or comment card.
The comments included concerns and
suggestions on maintenance, public use and
access; succession of habitats and other
ecological resource issues; endangered and
threatened species; hunting and animal welfare;
and regional or global environmental issues,
including water quality, air quality and global
warming (see pages 2-3).

We will use those public comments and
suggestions to refine draft goals; create and
improve objectives; and develop a range of
management strategies and alternatives to
consider in the planning process.
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(Public Scoping Results—Continued from Page 1...)

Part of this planning process includes updated Compatibility Determinations and Appropriateness Findings for existing and proposed public uses,
as needed. What follows is a summary of the comments and suggestions received to date.

Planning Process

o Allow for additional organizations on the planning
team, including animal rights organizations.

e An Environmental Impact Statement is needed as
opposed to an EA.

Refuge Administration

e Continue land acquisiton and work to secure
additional acquisition funding.

e Increase staff for maintenance and visitor services.

Mayra Henry

Children "Connecting with Nature’ on a wintry day at the Refuge.

Public Use

o  Consider ending white-tailed deer hunting on the Refuge.

e  Maintain or expand current deer management activities on the Refuge.

o  Consider canoeing on the Refuge.

o  Ensure a proper balance between public access, recreation, and habitat management.

e  Expand public access by adding new trails, pull-outs, and observation towers.

e  Better maintain existing facilities, including observation blinds, boardwalks, and access roads.
o  Expand wildlife observation and interpretation opportunities.

o  Utilize a variety of public use/education technologies, particularly green technologies, where possible.

Outreach and Education

e  Continue to work closely with Friends of Great Swamp and other volunteer resources and expand volunteer opportunities.
e  Expand "outdoor classroom‘ and various teaching opportunities for visitors of all backgrounds.

e  Provide additional educational materials and signage.

o Improve educational opportunities around the new visitor center by improving adjacent habitats.

o  Partner with colleges and educational institutions for on-site project development and data collection.

o  Preserve historical resources and buildings.
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(Public Scoping Issues—Continued from Page 2...)

Ecosystem-Wide Concerns

e Incorporate global warming issues in all aspects of the CCP process, including management strategies, monitoring and outreach.

e Expand outreach opportunities and partnership strategies with surrounding communities to improve Great Swamp NWR water quality, air
quality, invasive species control, and other topics of regional or global concern.

Biological Program

e Increase efforts to control invasive species, including early detection and rapid response.
o Add staff specifically for avian population monitoring.
o Expand habitat development and protection for endangered species.

¢ Reduce siltation and vegetation succession in open waters. Maintain vernal habitats and expand deeper open water habitat for waterfowl.

Looking Ahead

In the upcoming months, we will continue to refine our vision
statement; finalize public use and management goals; and meet with
experts to develop strategies and alternatives. Our progress in
developing alternatives will be summarized in our next newsletter. We
encourage continued public participation as we advance in the CCP
process.

We anticipate publishing a draft CCP for review and public comment in
early 2012. We will host public meetings to receive comments on the
draft shortly after its release.

Dorothy Smullen”  Friends of Great Swamp

Refuge boardwalk in winter. A number of public use comments focused
on Refuge access and facilities.

For More Information

We look forward to seeing you at the Great Swamp NWR and future CCP meetings. To learn more about Great Swamp NWR, please contact us at:

Phone: (973) 425-1222, extension 157

Email:  greatswamp@fws.gov

Address: Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge
241 Pleasant Plains Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

Web:  www.fws.gov/greatswamp
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/planning/Great%20Swamp/ccphome.html

For information about the CCP or to provide additional comments, please contact Bill Perry at northeastplanning@fws.gov, (413) 253-8688, or fax
to (413) 253-8468.

Federal Relay Service for the Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing: (800) 877-8339.



Great Swamp National Wildlife Refuge
241 Pleasant Plains Road
Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
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