Note to Reader
Cateogircal Exclusions and associated Categorical Exclusion Checklists are signed by Refuge
Managers and do not require signature by the Regional Refuge Chief. Therefore, you will see a
vacant signature line for the Regional Refuge Chief on the following Categorical Exclusion
Checklist for this action. That is not an error, this action has been approved at the appropriate
and required approving official.

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CHECKLIST FOR NEPA COMPLIANCE
Proposed Action: Piedmont NWR is proposing to expand hunting of raccoon, opossum, and
white-tailed deer on 33,744 acres in accordance with existing State, local and refuge-specific
regulations (50 CFR 32.29 ). Hunting for raccoon and opossum will be expanded to four
additional weekends in December on all areas currently open to raccoon and opossum hunting.
An additional 2 day youth hunt for white-tailed deer will be added to coincide with the hunt for
the disabled on those areas of the refuge currently open for hunting of white-tailed deer.
This proposed action is covered by the following categorical exclusion: 516 DM 8.5 B (7)
An action by the Service that only results in "minor changes in the amounts or types of public
use on Service or State managed lands, in accordance with existing regulations, management
plans, and procedures" is categorically excluded from further NEPA analyses, because it has
been determined to be a class of action which does not individually or cumulatively have a
significant effect on the human environment (516 DM 8.5 B (7)).
This action will only result in a minor change in the type of hunting on the Refuge, because it is
only adding additional days for hunting of raccoon, opossum, and white-tailed deer on the
Refuge. Hunting is currently authorized and ongoing on approximately 33,744 acres of the
Refuge. This activity has been permitted on Refuge land since the 1960s but raccoon and
opossum hunting was stopped in the 1970s and 19 80s. A hunt plan was written in 1985 and
amended in 1989 to again include raccoon and opossum via an approved hunt plan and is also
outlined in the Refuge's Comprehensive Management Plan completed in 2010. Opening the
refuge to additional hunting opportunities as proposed was contemplated in the Piedmont Hunt
Plan (March 1985, amended November 1989) and the minor impacts to the human environment
of adding these additional days would be similar to those analyzed in the Environmental
Assessment for upland game hunting (raccoon and opossum) and white-tailed deer hunting in
August 1994, and the Piedmont NWR CCP and Compatibility Determination (2006).
Extraordinary Circumstances (43 CFR 46.215):
Could This Proposed Action (check ( ✓) yes or no for each item below):

D

✓

a.

Have significant adverse effects on public health or safety?

D

✓

b.

D

✓

c.

Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge
lands; wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks;
sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (EO
11990); floodplains (EO 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and
other ecologically significant or critical areas?
Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved
conflicts concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA section

