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Size comparisons

KEMP’S RIDLEY
Tortuga lora o kempi
(Lepidochelys kempii)

Average adult:
2 ft., 90 lbs.

Average hatchling:
1¾ in., 6 oz.

Smallest of all 
sea turtles.

HAWKSBILL
Carey o Carey de concha
(Eretmochelys imbricata) 
Average adult:
2.5 ft., 150 lbs.

Average hatchling:
1¾ in. 6 oz.

Its beautiful shell was used 
to make “tortoiseshell” 
products.

Named 
for its 
hawk-like beak.

LOGGERHEAD
Tortuga cabezona
o caguama
(Caretta caretta) 
Average adult:
3 ft., 275 lbs.

Average hatchling:
1½ - 2 in., 8 oz.

Noted for its 
large head 
and thick neck.

For comparison:
6 ft. adult human
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of Sea Turtles found in Florida waters
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LEATHERBACK
Tinglar o Tinglado
(Dermochelys coriacea) 
Average adult:
6 ft., 1000 lbs.

Average hatchling:
2 - 2 ¼ in., 14 oz.

Has no shell, but a thick “leathery” skin 
with 7 longitudinal ridges.

Largest of all the sea turtles,
(Record – 9 ft. long and over 2000 lbs.).

GREEN
Tortuga verde o Peje blanco 
(Chelonia mydas)

Average adult:
3.5 ft., 350 lbs.

Average hatchling:
1¾ - 2    in., 9 oz.

Named for the green fat 
found under the shell used for 
making “green turtle soup.”

Its shell color is actually brown 
or black.

3 8/

Average length of turtles is determined by carapace (the top shell), not nose to tail
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How many words about sea turtles can you fi nd?

S O L E I H A W K S B I L L

E N E S T I N G S E A S O N

A V A C I R G R E E N E T K

T E T P N E S I C K A N H E

U R H L C R A W L O C D A M

R T E A U T R N U W A A T P

T E R S B C E R T N R N C S

L B B T A R P O C N A G H R

E R A R T N T O H E P E L I

S A C O I N I M S S A R I D

I T K N O L L S E T C E N L

G E E O N V E I H Y E D G E

E G G C H A M B E R I D E Y

T O N I L O G G E R H E A D

Sea turtles 
Hawksbill 

Loggerhead 
Leatherback 

Green 

Reptile 
Clutch 

Kemp’s Ridley
Nesting season 

Hatchling
Vertebrate

Egg chamber 
Nest

Endangered 

Crawl
Incubation 
Carapace 

(upper shell) 
Plastron 

(lower part of shell)

Answers for pages 6 and 11:
Pg. 6 – Raccoon, Night Heron, Ghost crab and Human (Not pictured), Pg. 11 – 1 in 1,000
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ea turtles have been on earth since before the dinosaurs, about 
150 m

illion years! Sea turtle season is M
arch 1 through  O

ctober 31 for 
the Atlantic Coast and M

ay 1 through O
ctober 31 for the G

ulf Coast. Please 
learn about and follow

 sim
ple steps to protect sea turtles and their habitats.
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W
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the right for m
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about the J.N. “Ding” Darling 
W

ildlife Refuge


