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A newsletter for the supporters of the International Wildlife Refiuge Alliance and the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge

7 /’ R OF EVENTS
AND MORE!




The Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge (DRIWR) is
located along the lower Detroit River and western shoreline
of Lake Erie. Established in 2001 as the fi rst International
Wildlife Refuge in North America, it includes islands, coastal
wetlands, marshes, shoals, and waterfront lands along 48
miles of shoreline. Its unique location in a large urban area
allowssignificant opportunities for the public to experience
fish,wildlife and plants in their natural habitat.

Th e International Wildlife Refuge Alliance (IWRA ) is a 501 (c)
(3) nonprofit organization- a “Friends” organization that
works to support the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in the
development of the DRIWR. We invite you to become a
supporter of INRA .

Visit iwralliance.org, www.fws.gov/refuge/detroit_river and
www.drhawkwatch.org for more periodic updates.

IWRA Email: iwr_alliance@yahoo.com
IWRA Office: 734.692.7671

DRIWR Office: 734-362-7736
General Information: 734-265-0219

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Staff

Dr. John Hartig « Refuge Manager

Steve Dushane « Assistant Refuge Manager
Jody DeMeyere « Visitor Services Manager
Jennifer Braatz « Visitor Services Park Ranger
Greg Norwood « Biologist

Anna Cook « Administrative Assistant

Robert Primeau « Landscape Designer

IWRA 2015 Board of Directors

Richard G. Micka « Chair

Gary R. Kirsh « Vice Chair, ITC Holdings Company
Tim Bowman s Treasurer, Monroe Bank & Trust
Roberta Urbani « Secretary, DTE Energy

Peter Israel « Liaison, BASF Corporation

Karen Boase

Mary Bohling « Michigan Sea Grant

Gary Dawson « Consumers Energy

Joann Gonyea « City of Trenton

Joseph Hemming « HemmingLaw

Elizabeth Iszler « Wayne County Parks

Paul Muelle « Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
Bob Ranka « Ducks Unlimited

Richard Skoglund

Anita Twardesky « Riverside Kayak Connection
Dick Whitwam « Pte. Mouillee Waterfowl Festival

f :\‘Nww.Afacebook.cdn{LDetroit jverWR™ " ¥
www.facebook.com/IWRA

On Saturday, June 6, 2015, | had the opportunity to participate in the
Humbug Marsh Unit Open House with Wyandot of Anderdon Chief Ted
Roll, and author, Elizabeth Hartig together in the education shelter.
Chief Roll and his band of Anderdon put on a wonderful display of
native culture and Elizabeth read her newly released book, “Humbug
Marsh: AWetland Symphony” just as an eagle soared overhead.

All of this took me back to another time when you could
“enjoy a moment of peace” in a special place.

Richard G. Micka, Chair
International Wildlife Refuge Alliance Board

Spring 2015 has brought some exciting news for the Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge and the Detroit River-Western Lake Erie Cooperative Weed Management Area
(CWMA). IWRA has received grant funding through the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources for early detection, assessments, and priority treatment of invasive species
along the Detroit River and western basin of Lake Erie. With these funds, three techs
were hired to assist the efforts and be the face of the CWMA. Their work will help
strengthen partnerships in the region, will educate the public on the importance of
invasive species awareness, and will help restore hundreds of acres of wetlands. This is
definitely a scary time to be an invasive species on the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge!

Canyouyuess “Where Steve is”?
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Detroit Students Get Up Front and Glose to Living Dinosaur

On May 14th, over 200 students from University Prep Science and Math in Detroit attended Sturgeon Day on the Detroit River Walk at Milliken State Park
to learn about lake sturgeon that thrived when dinosaurs were at the height of their development and to see and touch a live six-foot lake sturgeon.
Students rotated through four outdoor learning stations focused on: river pollution and recovery; natural history of sturgeon; building an underwater
spawning reef; and sturgeon recovery efforts. After students had visited all four learning stations, they were treated to a grand finale where they got to
see and touch a six-foot lake sturgeon from the Detroit River. Partners in the event were U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Geological Survey-Great Lakes
Science Center, Michigan Sea Grant, Detroit Riverfront Conservancy, and Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

Today, the lake sturgeon population is about one percent of its historical abundance due to the fact that humans overfished them, degraded their habitats,
polluted their environment, and blocked access to their traditional spawning grounds by building dams. As a result, lake sturgeon has been designated a
threatened species in both Michigan and Ontario. Recovery efforts are now underway with construction of spawning reefs and restoration of nursery
habitat. Today, it is estimated that over 4,000 lake sturgeon live in the Detroit River. A hundred years ago there were 100,000-250,000 living in the Detroit
River. Students learned that lake sturgeon productivity in the Detroit River is now more limited by habitat than environmental conditions. These students
also learned that if the Detroit River is cleaner for lake sturgeon, it is cleaner for them because we are part of the same ecosystem.

This first annual Sturgeon Day was held to help bring conservation to cities because 80% of the U.S. population now lives in urban areas. To help make
sure that such urban populations, like Detroit, value natural resources, a priority is being placed on making nature part of everyday urban life through the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Urban Wildlife Conservation Program. Under this Program, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has designated 14 priority
urban refuges, 14 urban wildlife refuge partnerships, and many other urban bird treaty cities and other urban refuges to help make nature part of everyday
urban life and help cultivate a connected conservation constituency who cares about wildlife. The Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge has been
designated one of the 14 priority urban refuges. To learn more about this important work, visit: http://www.fws.gov/urban/index.php.

Visitor Service News
Migration Without Borders! V4

Spring Migration in Southeast Michigan is nothing less than
magnificent. This past May refuge staff, Jody DeMeyere and Jennie
Braatz got to experience the migration by traveling between 3
locations across state and national lines. They started the journey
at our very own Humbug Marsh as the refuge celebrated
International Migratory Bird Day.

With over 70 visitors throughout the day (that’s strictly human
visitors-there were many more feathered visitors) bird conservation
was the guest of honor. Visitors were treated to morning bird hikes
with the incredible Humbug Marsha (A.K.A. Dorothy McLeer) and an
afternoon of bird activities and open trails for viewing birds on their
own. Another special guest was Craig Perdue and his Macaw and
Great-horned Owl, they both stole the show!

<2

The next day they migrated via automobile down to Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge located just an hour south of the Detroit River International Wildlife
Refuge in Northwest Ohio. While at Ottawa, Jody and Jennie met people from all over as they too flocked to the migration hot spot in hopes of seeing
and hearing colorful songbirds and long-legged shorebirds.

After a couple days in Ohio, Jody and Jennie with passports in hand, traveled across the Detroit River and down to the most southern point of mainland
Canada to Point Pelee National Park. To their delight, they arrived on a “fall-out” day. Birds were everywhere, singing and darting, dipping and
preening. They spoke with many visitors and counted 42 species before they headed back to the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge. We truly live
in a remarkable area with so many birding spots a short drive away. The Detroit River IWR looks forward to the day we are one of the stops visitors can
enjoy any day of the year!
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IWRA 10th Annual Benefit Dinner Celebrated at Silver Shores Waterfront, Wyandotte

BENEFIT DINNER

'REFUGE ALLIANCE

The International Wildlife Refuge Alliance (IWRA) recently welcomed 300 guests to the Silver Shores Waterfront of Wyandotte for
the 10th Annual Benefit dinner in support of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge (DRIWR) Friday, May 8. Dinner, raffles,
live and silent auctions plus entertainment by the Handy Billy Band and Midwest Dueling Pianos were enjoyed along the

waterfront of the Detroit River.

JOHN D. DINGELL FRIEND OF THE REFUGE AWARDS
Tuesday, May 5th in the City of Gibraltar’s Municipal Complex,
three John D. Dingell Friend of the Refuge Awards were given in
recognition of leadership and dedication to conservation on the
Detroit River and western Lake Erie Basin. This year’s honorees
were:

Dr. Bruce Manny (Individual Award)

for his contribution throughout the last 15 years, including a key
leadership role in writing the Conservation Vision that led to the
establishment of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge
(DRIWR). Bruce was a strong player in the saving of Humbug
Marsh, in the construction and monitoring of the Fighting Island
sturgeon reef, in prioritizing fish habitat restoration sites in the
Detroit River, in the State of the Strait Conferences, and noted
science for the Detroit River, including many peer-reviewed
publications. His work led to Humbug Marsh being saved, the
creation of the DRIWR, the foundation for the Detroit & St. Clair
rivers fishery habitat restoration work, and so much more.

Michigan Ducks Unlimited Grea
(Not-For-Profit Organization Award)

Through this group’s continued partnership, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service has been able to meet habitat objectives outlined
in the DRIWR Comprehensive Conservation Plan and therefore
help fulfill the mission of the Service and the Refuge System. It has
been with their continued involvement in the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan Steering Committee the Refuge has
been able to acquire the Fix Unit and the Blanchett tract for the
refuge, restored habitat at the Brancheau Unit, and are in the
process of restoration/rehabilitation efforts at Ford Marsh,
Blanchett and Fix parcels.

All of this work was made possible due to their willingness to take
a leadership role in applying for, and administering, multiple
North American Wetlands Conservation Act Grants, Coastal
Program grants, and seeing & utilizing funds from a national
partnership with the National Oceanic & Atmospheric
Administration.

Consumers Energy (Corporate Award)

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service developed the Comprehensive
Conservation Plan to guide the management of the Refuge,
focusing on cooperative managements with industries,
government agencies, and other organizations. In 2007 a
Cooperative Management Agreement was established with
Consumers Energy to protect a vital Lake Erie coastal wetland,
and one of the last remaining quality beach ridge habitats on Lake
Erie. Consumers Energy continues to support the Refuge and its
projects including the 2015 world class boat dock and fishing pier
project in the Refuge Gateway.

David Mengebier, senior vice president of governmental and
public affairs, and chief compliance officer stated, “One of
Consumers Energy’s core principles is to ‘leave it better than we
found it’ and we have been practicing this since 2003 as a strong
supporter of the Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge and its
efforts to preserve this unique area which spans from the Detroit
River to the Western Lake Erie shoreline. From our work to
preserve fragile wetlands that encompass the Lady of Lake
property near our J.R. Whiting Plant near Monroe, to our most
recent contribution to help construct the Refuge’s Gateway
Project’s school boat dock and fishing pier, Consumers Energy
continues to invest in and support projects that promote
sustainability.”
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Richard & Jeanne Micka
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John & Pat Hartig
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WE ALSO THANK THE MANY
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Milkens Jewelers
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Roberta Urbani & John Leon
Richard Micka

Richard Mills, Logs to Lumber and Beyond
Riverside Kayak Connection

The Grand Hotel, Mackinaw Island
The Henry Ford - America’s Greatest History Destination
Walt Disney World

Wayne County Parks

William Huntley

Wines for Humanity, Vicky Eberly




BIRDS OF THE DETROIT RlVE

Peregrine Falcon Canada Goose
Falco peregrinus Branta canadensis

Migrant & Resident Migrant & Resident
Diet includes other birds, in flight. A wide variety of plants serve as food,
but NOT bread.
@ g:ffjrmtlile(y:::zfjr;gligltcof @ Canada Geese are able to digest grass, making
th 4 ; urban environments an ideal home with few predators.
e Peregrine Falcon. Bald Eagle
@ The word “peregrine” means Haliaeetus leucocephalus Canada geese were not long ago on the verge of extinction.
wanderer. The Peregrine Migrant & Resident What a recovery!
Falcon has one of the longest Fish and waterfowl; Eagles are
Canvasback migrations of any North also opportunistic ;cavgengers and will Mallard
Aythya valisineria American bird Anas platyrhynchos
erican bird.

; even steal food from other raptors.
Migrant
e The very urbanized Detroit River provides

Canvasbacks prefer eating the seeds and abundant scavenging opportunities. BElisk s et BIE e o
@ e e o @ aquatic plants, invertebrates and

more make up their diet.
@ The urbanized Detroit River provides
opportunities for finding food.

Migrant & Resident

Bald Eagles, which nearly went extinct due
to the pesticide DDT, have recovered so
well since its ban in 1969 that there
are now 22 active eagle nests
in the watershed.

Wild celery beds off of Belle Isle provide
food to migrating Canvasbacks.

300,000 diving ducks, including
Canvasbacks, pass through the
Detroit River each year.

@ The Mallard is the genetic ancestor of
nearly all domestic duck breeds.
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This Birding Observation Area is dedicated in memory of two Detroit enthusiasts and avid birders,

Georgia Reid and David Campbell, both of whom shared a love of nature and the riverfront.

< Georgia was a 30-year volunteer and Board member of Detroit Audubon Society and a member
@PNC of the faculty at Wayne State University. David was the former president of The McGregor Fund,
o as well as a dedicated member of the Board of Directors of the Detroit RiverFront Conservancy.
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ME[‘I‘ 'I'I.IE “Ew The Birding Observation Area BringsNew Views to the Detroit River
Robert Primeau, Landscape Designer
ln“nscAPE Birds bring animation to the landscape. They are often the first signs of life we see
nESIG“En stirring when we encounter a view of nature, especially the type of seemingly scant
nature surrounded by the city. The lives of birds are a reminder that even in the most
urbanized human environments, we are surrounded by, and integrated with, observable
wildness.
Robert Primeau, an alumna of the University of
Michigan’s School of Natural Resources and Here in Southeast Michigan, the Detroit River is the perfect place to encounter this
Environment, has been hired as the new Landscape wildness through watching the birds. Its waters and shores are a teeming habitat for
Designer at the Detroit River International Wildlife numerous species. Its serendipitous location at the intersection of the Mississippi and
Refuge (DRIWR). Robert brings a strong academic Atlantic Flyways ensures a diverse cast of migrant birds that stop to feed and rest while
background with an undergraduate degree in on their way south or north.
Environmental Science and a master’s degree in
Landscape Architecture. Robert also brings practical The view through the window is becoming clearer than ever with the addition of a
work experience as an environmental technician for Birding Observation Area at Detroit's Gabriel Richard Park. Located at the entrance to
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, a Belle Isle at Jefferson Avenue and East Grant Boulevard. The park offers scenic views of
project designer for the Clara Ford Prairie Garden at the the Detroit River shoreline that so many birds utilize.
University of Michigan, and a project manager of school
playground and landscape improvements for Focus: The Birding Observation Area features four birding scopes and a special large telescope
HOPE. where visitors will be able to take in intimate views of birds and their behavior without
disturbing them. The area is dedicated to Georgia Reid and David Campbell, avid birders
Robert’s responsibilities will include construction who helped champion stewardship of the Detroit River though their respective work at
management and coordination for major projects on the Detroit Audubon Society and the Detroit RiverFront Conservancy.
the Refuge Gateway, including a boat dock and fishing
pier, two boardwalks as part of the trail network, Collaboration between the Detroit River's many champions have made this project a
technical assistance for some other projects to ensure success. The Birding Observation Area was made possible through a partnership with
integration with site’s master plan, grant writing, the Detroit Audubon Society, the Detroit RiverFront Conservancy, the Detroit Recreation
reporting, and financial coordination. The staff at Department, PNC, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. USFWS support came in the
DRIWR is excited to have Robert as a part of their form of an interpretive panel for the site. Designed by Detroit River International Wildlife
dynamic and passionate team. Refuge landscape designers Katie Dennis and Robert Primeau, the panel above

highlights common birds found on the river and key facts about their lives.



The 2015 burn season is under way and it k

the least. The Detroit River International Wildli

new members to their burn team this year, Jake Bone
and Dave DeMeyere. Though no prescribed burns took

this year, the team (which also includes Greg Norwood, Re ug‘e Blologlst,)
did participate in burns at Shiawassee National Wildlife Refuge, Seney .“ N ‘
Natlonal Wlldllfe Refuge, and Malan Waterfowl Production Area. The

%Stlons will assist i in the removal of '-3' =

a in addition to openlng up the sorl to
sunlight allowi v desirable speci rish. In tI%e comlngyag rs
we would like to see prescrlbed burns atthe DRIWR, but until weath
conditions here allow it we will remain on call to assist our Refuge »
neighbors with their burns. % ' '
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2015 S“mmer-rall A Taste of Stewardship Workday FUN on the refuge
Saturday, September 26, 2015
9:00am-12:00pm
calendar 0' E“ents Do you like to get outside in the fresh air and get your hands

dirty? Are you curious as to how a refuge manages habitat?

The 2015 DRIWR staff, INRA staff and supporting volunteers Perhaps this is the day foryou! We will be offering a morning
welcome you to another great year of fun and activity! of learning and working on the refuge open to the public to
anyone willing to work hard and learn. From 9:00am
Open House at Humbug Marsh -12:00pm we will take you out on the Humbug Marsh Unit
Saturday August 1st 2015 - of the refuge and show you how our stewardship crew
Come visit Humbug Marsh trails for an afternoon, manages the habitat. This program is for ages 12 and older.

visit the gem at your backdoor 1:00pm-4:00pm.
Humbug Open House

Wildlife Matching Games at Gibraltar Bay Unit Saturday, September 26, 2015
Sunday, August 23rd 2015 1:00pm-4:00pm . .

1:00 - 2:00 pm. Gibraltar Bay unit -28820 East River Come explore the Gem in your Backyard during our
Road, Grosse lle Township, Ml 48138 September open house! Meet staff and explore the trails
How well do you think you know local wildlife? Are you that invite you to visit this last undeveloped mile of
able to match their pelts, skulls, tracks and even their scat? shoreline on the United States side of the Detroit River!
Join the staff of Detroit River International Wildlife Refuge . 3
and test your skills! Suitable for the whole family. Trenton Theatre Conservation Film

October 6th 2015
Hawkfest 2015 7:00 pm-9:00pm
Saturday and Sunday Afeatured presentation put together in partnership between

the Trenton Theater and the Detroit River International
Wildlife Refuge. Film TBD.

September 19th & 20th 2015

With the promise of autumn we prepare for the
arrival of migratory hawks that will pass over the
Detroit River during the Fall Migration. You’ll have
the opportunity to celebrate Hawks at the annual
Hawkfest on September 19th and 20th at

Lake Erie Metropark.

A Taste of Stewardship Workday FUN on the refuge
Saturday, October 24th 2015

9:00am-12:00pm

Do you like to get outside in the fresh air and get your hands
dirty? Are you curious as to how a refuge manages habitat?

Point Mouillee Waterfowl Festival Perhaps this is the day for you! We will be offering a morning
Saturday and Sunday September 19th & 20th 2015 of learning and working on the refuge open to the public to
While you already have that weekend marked in your  anyone willing to work hard and learn. From 9:00am-
calendar don’t forget to also spend part of the weekend 12:00pm we will take you out on the Humbug Marsh Unit of
at the Point Mouillee Waterfowl Festival on September 19th the refuge and show you how our stewardship crew
and 20th. From incredible artwork to hip-boot races you are . manages the habitat. This program is for ages 12 and older.
sure to have a full two days of fun you’ll never forget! . r* ‘& \ A — VA # ’
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On June 1st a group of researchers landed their kayaks and
canoe on the banks of Humbug Island in the Detroit River.
Researcher, Kendall Simon, climbed a utility pole placed on
the island by DTE Energy for eagles to build a nest, and
carefully lowered two eaglets, one at a time to be examined
and banded by biologists, Dave and Teresa Best. After being
banded, the eaglets were sent back up to the safety of their
nest and anxious parents.

International Wildlife Refuge Alliance
9311 Groh Road
Grosse lle, Michigan 48138
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