United States R
Department of the Interior
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge
PO Box 1306
Albuquerque, NM 87103
505-248-6667

January 29, 2016
Interested Parties,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service intend to make modifications (relocate and redrill) to two wells to supply
water to support wetland restoration plans on Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). A Categorical
Exclusion was completed and only the proposed action and the no action alternatives were considered. The
location and details of the well modifications are based on the wetland design by Ducks Unlimited for wetland
restoration on Valle de Oro NWR.

Valle de Oro NWR has obtained six separate senior water rights, which were originally used for agriculture
irrigation of 260.72 acres of land (Price Dairy Farm). A portion of water from the land was transferred to the
Bureau of Reclamation reducing the irrigable acreage to 187.39 acres (or 562.17 af/ annum diversionary). The
refuge will no longer use irrigation water for agricultural purposes but instead to maintain native habitats
including wetland and riparian habitat. One out of five existing wells, RG-118 POD 2, will be re-drilled within
100 feetand drilled to an approximate depth of 450 feet with an up to 16-inch casing. The second well, RG-
118-POD3, will be re-drilled 2,500 feet southwest of the original well location and drilled to an approximate
depth of 450 feet with an up to 16-inch casing. Both these wells will be utilized to supply water to new wetland
units as part of the wetland and riparian restoration on the refuge. Drills of the first well will be begin February
2016 and will take approximately one month. The second well will be drilled and installed when funding is
available.

The Office of the State Engineer ran a public notice in the Albuquerque Journal for this action in August 2015
for 3 consecutive Mondays (August 10", August 17", and August 24™). No comments were received.

If you have any comments or concerns, please provide them in writing to PO Box 1306, Albuquerque, New
Mexico 87103 or via email to Jennifer_owenwhite@fws.gov .

Jennifer Owen-White
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Refuge Manager
Valle de Oro National Wildlife Refuge
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service propose to demolish six buildings that were acquired with the land that is
now Valle de Oro NWR. Categorical Exclusion was completed and only the proposed action and the no action
alternatives were considered. It was determined that no other alternatives were feasible, based on the condition
of the structures, which are approximately fifty (50) years old and have been found to be hazardous. Trying to
maintain, improve, or renovate the existing facilities would not meet the management goals of the refuge.

The proposed action would ensure the safety of visitors and staff while minimizing impacts on the environment.
The six structures that would be demolished range in size from 1,200 sfto 8,600 sf and are constructed from a
range of materials, including wood-framed stucco finish residences and metal storage buildings. All foundation
and septic systems with leach piping are to be removed and disposed as well. Each applicable structure has
undergone Asbestos surveys which concluded that three structures have identified asbestos-containing material.
Due to asbestos-containing material, the demolition will be conducted in two phases. The first phase will
demolish and remove three buildings with asbestos containing material (RACM). These buildings include an
Employee Home, Rental Home, and Scale House. In the second phase, the three (3) remaining buildings will be
demolished and removed properly. These buildings include a Rental Home Shop, Equipment Shop, and South
Shed. Amongst the standing structures there is scattered debris throughout the refuge property which will be
removed and disposed of properly. Reinforced concrete foundations, slabs, and low height walls will be
demolished and disposed of properly, but preferably recycled. Locations of scattered debris are at or near
Employee House, Manger’s House, Scale House, Rental House and Rental Home Shop, South Shed, and
Manager’s Office (Temporary Office). There is a large steel tank outside of the Scale House that will also be
removed. The demolition will begin February 2016 and last approximately 3 months.

If you have any comments or concerns, please provide them in writing to PO Box 1306, Albuquerque, New
Mexico 87103 or via email to Jennifer_owenwhite@fws.gov .

Jennifer Owen-White
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Refuge Manager
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