WILLAPA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
2015-2016 HUNTING REGULATIONS

Willapa National Wildlife Refuge contains 17,000 acres of uplands
and tidelands divided into several management units. All state
regulations apply, in addition to all federal and special Refuge
regulations. All forms of trapping are prohibited. UNITS AND
SPECIES NOT LISTED ARE CLOSED TO HUNTING.

TEAL SLOUGH SOUTH TO BEAR RIVER (GMU 681)
Teal Slough south to the Bear River is open to elk and deer hunting.
Refuge Headquarters and immediately north of Bear River, where
Refuge quarters are located, are closed. There is private property
north of Greenhead Slough to Omeara Point. Access to the
southeastern most portion of the Refuge requires boat access.

DEER

-Early Archery Season, Sept. 1-30, (Any Buck)

-Late Archery Season, Nov. 25 - Dec. 15, (Any Buck)

-Modern Firearm, Oct. 17 - 31, (Any Buck)

-Late Season Modern Firearm, Nov. 19 - 22, (Any Buck)

ELK

-Early Archery Season, Sept. 12 — 24, (3 pt. min or antlerless)
-Late Archery Season, Nov. 25 — Dec. 15, (3 pt. min or antlerless)
-Early Muzzleloader, Oct. 3 — 9 (3 pt. min)

-Modern Firearm, Nov. 7 — 18, (3 pt. min)

SOUTH BAY UNITS (GMU 684)
Designated portions of the Riekkola, Porter Point & Lewis units are
open for elk and deer hunting. These units can be accessed by 67"
Place from Sandridge Road in Long Beach or by boat from Willapa
Bay. *Firearms restriction. Legal shotguns firing slugs or buckshot
only. The use of centerfire or rimfire rifles is prohibited in these
units.

DEER

-Early Archery Season, Sept. 1-30, (Any Deer)

-Modern Firearm*, Oct. 17 - 31, (Any Buck)

-Late Season Modern Firearm*, Nov. 19 - 22, (Any Buck)
-Early Muzzleloader, Oct. 3 - 11 (Any Deer)

-Late Muzzleloader, Nov. 25 - Dec. 15 (Any Deer)

ELK (SPECIAL PERMIT ONLY)

-Early Archery Season, SEPT. 2 - 8, (antlerless)
-Early Archery Season, SEPT. 9 - 15, (antlerless)
-Early Muzzleloader, SEPT. 20 - 25 (antlerless)
-Early Muzzleloader, OCT. 23 — 28 (antlerless)

LONG ISLAND (GMU 699)
Long Island is an ARCHERY ONLY hunting area. Hunting firearms
and dogs are prohibited. Hunting permits are required and
available at no cost from the Refuge Headquarters parking lot
orientation panel.

Access: Visitors must provide their own boat transportation to and
from Long Island. Access is best at a higher tide (6 feet or higher).
For safety, know the local tide conditions.

Shellfish Harvesting: State owned tidelands are open to public
clamming on the western side of Long Island. Privately owned
tidelands are closed to the public.

Camping: A camping permit is required during, and one week prior
to, the early elk archery season. Self-issue camping permits are
available on a first-come, first-serve basis at the Refuge
Headquarters parking lot orientation panel. Camping permits are

required for both hunters and non-hunters. No more than 5 people
per camp site, and camping is limited to 14 consecutive days
(determined by the first member of the camping party’s arrival).
Camping is allowed in designated sites only. Only downed wood
may be used for firewood. Campers are encouraged to camp bear
friendly and exercise “Leave No Trace” practices. **Hunters may
hunt during modern firearm season, but must possess a valid
modern firearm big game license and use archery equipment.

DEER

- Early Archery Season, Sept. 1 - 30, (Any Buck)

- Modern Firearm*, Oct. 17 - 31, (Any Buck)

- Late Season Firearm**, Nov. 19 - 22 (Any Buck)

- Late Archery Season, Nov. 25 - Dec. 15, (Any Buck)

ELK
- Early Archery Season, Sept. 12 — 24, (3 pt. min or antlerless)
- Late Archery Season, Nov. 25 — Dec. 15, (3 pt. min or antlerless)

BEAR
-General Season**, Sept. 1-Nov. 15, (Any Bear)

FOREST GROUSE (Ruffed & Sooty)
-Archery, Sept. 1 — Dec. 31, (4 per day/12 in possession)

PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION AREA
The waters surrounding Long Island and much of southern Willapa
Bay are closed to all waterfowl hunting by Presidential
Proclamation. Please check Refuge map for exact boundaries.

WATERFOWL HUNTING
Waterfowl (duck and goose) hunting is permitted 7 days/week at

the Leadbetter, Potshot, North Potshot, Stanley Peninsula, Porter
Point and Lewis Units according to Federal and State regulations. A
Washington State Discover Pass is required to access the
Leadbetter Unit from Stackpole Road. Junior and youth hunters
must be accompanied by an adult.

Duck

-Youth Hunt, Sept. 19-20

-Oct. 17-21 & Oct. 24 - Jan. 31, except Scaup season closed Oct. 17 - Nov. 6
Goose

-Early Season, Sept 1 — 15, except Riekkola Unit

-Oct. 17 — 25 & Nov. 14 - Jan. 10, saturdays, Sundays, & Wednesdays only
Brant

-Jan. 2,3,5,7,9,10,12, 14, 16, & 17

RIEKKOLA GOOSE HUNTING (Zone 2B)
Goose
Saturdays, Sundays, & Wednesdays only
Oct. 17 - 25; Nov. 14 - Jan. 10; closed to dusky Canada goose

Canada goose hunting is permitted on the Riekkola Unit on
Saturdays, Sundays, and Wednesdays until the dusky goose quota
is met. Ducks may also be taken from the blinds incidental to goose
hunting. Hunters must record their time and initial their harvest
cards immediately as each goose is harvested. There is a 25 shell
limit per day-per hunter.

Goose hunting is allowed from blinds or within 100 feet of blind.
Eight hunting blinds are available with one blind available for
hunters with disabilities. Blind capacity is 3 persons. Blind selection
is first-come-first-serve. Hunters must self-register and pay prior to
hunting (kiosk located inside the refuge gate at the Riekkola Unit).
The waterfowl hunt permit should be filled out and returned at the
end of the hunting session. Hunt fee is $5.00 per person. Fees for
Interagency Senior or Access Pass holders are $2.50. Age 15 and
under are free. Hunters must leave their gun in the blind except to
pursue crippled birds.

ADDITIONAL REFUGE INFORMATION

e Safety Zones: Hunting is prohibited within 150 yards of roads,
dikes, buildings or parking areas.

e Nontoxic Shot Required: All hunters are required to use only
federally approved nontoxic shot while waterfowl hunting. Use or
possession of lead shot is prohibited while hunting waterfowl.



o Injuries or accidents occurring on the Refuge must be reported pegs are prohibited.

immediately to refuge headquarters. ¢ Foot traffic only: All units of the Refuge are open to foot traffic
e Littering is unlawful. Take your spent shells and litter home. only unless otherwise specified.

o Motorized equipment: including all - terrain vehicles (ATV’s), dirt e Dogs: We prohibit dogs on the refuge except dogs used for
bikes and chain saws are prohibited on Refuge lands. hunting waterfowl.

e Alcohol: The use or possession of alcoholic beverages while
hunting is prohibited.

e Fires: Fires are prohibited on the refuge, except in designated
campgrounds on Long Island.

e Caution: Hunters should examine their own abilities and
limitations before using the Refuge. Hunters are cautioned to pay
attention to tidal fluctuations when hunting tidal areas.

e Boating: Boats may be used to access Long Island and tidal
portions of the Leadbetter Point, Porter Point and Lewis Units.
Tidal flows and fluctuations, and strong winds can make boating
difficult and sometimes dangerous. For safety, know the local tide
conditions. A launch ramp is located at Refuge Headquarters.
Another ramp is available at the Port of Peninsula in Nahcotta.

e Removal of Items Prohibited: Collecting and removing ANY
archeological, historical, or natural material such as plants,
mushrooms, berries, or antler sheds is prohibited.

e Blinds and Tree Stands: Tree stands may stay in place for 3 days 3888 SR 101, llwaco, WA 98624

and must be labeled with the hunter's name and phone number, Phor_1e: 3’_60'484_3482

and the date the stand was set-up. The stand may be set-up 1 1/2 Email: willapa@fws.gov

hours before legal sunrise. The stand must be removed before 1 Website: http://www.fws.gov/refuge/willapa
172 hours after legal sunset on the third day. Digging, cutting trees,

and vegetation altering for stand or blind placement is not

permitted. Permanent blinds, platforms, ladders and screw-in foot
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