
SPECIES OF FISH COLLECTED IN THE COLUMBIA RIVER ESTUARY 
 
NOAA’s Fisheries Service, USFWS and USGS surveys contributed to the creation of this list. Of the 80 species 
collected, approximately half were collected in the completely freshwater region in which the Julia Butler Hansen 
and Lewis & Clark Refuges occur. 
 
 
Common Name/Scientific Name 
River lamprey Lampetra ayresi1 

Western brook lamprey Lampetra richardsoni2 

Pacific lamprey Lampetra tridentata1 

Spiny dogfish Squalus acanthias1 

Big skate Raja binoculata1 

Green sturgeon Acipenser medirostris1 

White sturgeon Acipenser transmontanus1 

American shad Alosa sapidissima1 

Pacific herring Clupea pallasi1 

Northern anchovy Engraulis mordax1 

Common carp Cyprinus carpio1 

Peamouth Mylocheilus caurinus1 

Northern pikeminnow Ptychocheilus oregonensis1 

Largescale sucker Catostomus macrocheilus1 

Yellow bullhead Ameiurus natalis1 

Brown bullhead Ameiurus nebulosus1 

Whitebait smelt Allosmerus elongatus1 

Surf smelt Hypomesus pretiosus1 

Night smelt Spirinchus starksi1 

Longfin smelt Spirinchus thaleichthys1 

Eulachon Thaleichthys pacificus1 

Cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki1 

Chum salmon Oncorhynchus keta1 

Coho salmon Oncorhynchus kisutch1 

Steelhead Oncorhynchus mykiss1 

Sockeye salmon Oncorhynchus nerka1 

Chinook salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytscha1 

Mountain whitefish Prosopium williamsoni1 

Pacific hake Merluccius productus1 

Pacific tomcod Microgadus proximus1 

Walleye Pollock Theragra chalcogramma1 

Banded killifish Fundulus diaphanus2 

Western mosquitofish Gambusia affinis3 

Threespine stickleback Gasterosteus aculeatus1 

Bay pipefish Syngnathus leptorhynchus1 

Black rockfish Sebastes melanops1 

Kelp greenling Hexagrammos decagrammus1 

Lingcod Ophiodon elongatus1 

Padded sculpin Artedius fenestralis1 

Coastrange sculpin Cottus aleuticus1 

Prickly sculpin Cottus asper1 

Mottled sculpin Cottus bairdi3 

Buffalo sculpin Enophyrs bison1 

Red Irish lord Hemilcpidotus hemilepidotus1 

Pacific staghorn sculpin Leptocottus armatus1 

Cabezon Scorpaenichthys marmoratus1 

Warty poacher Ocella varrucosa1 

Tubenose poacher Pallasina barbata1 

Pricklebreast poacher Stellerina xyosterna1 

Slipskin snailfish Liparis fucensis1 

Showy snailfish Liparis pulchellus1 

Ringtail snailfish Liparis rutteri1 

Pumpkinseed Lepomis gibbosus1 

Warmouth Lepomis gulosus1 

Bluegill Lepomis macrochirus1 

Smallmouth bass Micropterus dolomieu2 

Largemouth bass Micropterus salmoides1 

White crappie Pomoxis annularis1 

Black crappie Pomoxis nigromaculatus1 

Yellow perch Perca flavescens1 

Redtail surfperch Amphistichus rhodoterus1 

Shiner perch Cymatogaster aggregata1 

Striped seaperch Embiotoca lateralis1 

Spotfin surfperch Hyperprosopon anale1 

Walleye surfperch Hyperprosopon argenteum1 

Silver surfperch Hyperprosopon ellipticum1 

White seaperch Phanerodon furcatus1 

Pile perch Rhacochilus vacca1 

Snake prickleback Lumpenus sagitta1 

Saddleback gunnel Pholis ornata1 

Pacific sand lance Ammodytes hexapterus1 

Pacific sandfish Trichodon trichodon1 

Bay goby Lepidogobius lepidus1 

Pacific sanddab Citharichthys sordidus1 

Speckled sanddab Citharichthys stigmaeus1 

Starry flounder Platichthys stellatus1 

Butter sole Pleuronectes isolepis1 

English sole Pleuronectes vetulus1 

C-O sole Pleuronichthys coenosus1 

Sand sole Psettichthys melanostic1 

 
 
1 Bottom et al. 1984 
2 Johnson et al. 2009 
3 Haskell et al. 2005a, 2005b; not reported in Bottom et al. 1984 or Johnson et al. 2009 


