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 Rocks, Reefs, and Islands within 
San Juan Islands National Wildlife Refuge 

This document provides information on the locations, habitat types, wildlife, wilderness status, and 
physical attributes of the various rocks, reefs, and islands contained within San Juan Islands National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Aerial photographs provide an additional identification aid.  The numbering system of 
the 83 rocks, reefs, and islands contained within the refuge was first established in the San Juan Islands 
Wilderness Proposal of August 28, 1971, and has been retained and used in several subsequent 
publications and research databases.  All units of the refuge lie within the San Juan archipelago, with the 
exception of Smith and Minor Islands, which are located approximately seven miles south of Lopez 
Island.  Because of the limited availability of the habitat preserved and the intent to provide an 
undisturbed haven for wildlife, all but Turn and Matia Islands are closed to public use.  The San Juan 
Islands Wilderness was established on October 19, 1976, by public law 94-577.  All the islands within the 
refuge, except for Smith, Minor, Turn, and five acres of Matia Island, are designated wilderness. 

The information within this document was gathered from several sources and has been narrowed to 
provide a few of the most vital statistics.  Physical descriptions of the islands were obtained from the San 
Juan Islands Wilderness Proposal of August 28, 1971.  Data pertaining to wildlife species, plant species, 
and overall habitat types found on the islands were collected through a series of surveys conducted by 
refuge staff between 2000 and 2009.  Observations collected by the Whale Museum’s Soundwatch 
program in 1997 were also consulted on these topics.  Latitude and longitude coordinates and island 
acreages were provided by the Region 1 Realty and Information Branch of the USFWS.  Information on 
navigational aids was compiled from the U.S. Coast Guard 13th District Management Branch 2009 Aid 
Assignment List and verified using National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Electronic 
Navigational Charts from 2008-2009 and the observations of refuge staff.  Although much of the 
provided information is dynamic and may fluctuate with time, this document was compiled to provide a 
brief reference to the resources managed within the refuge. 
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