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The Bear Lake National Wildlife Refuge designated Public Hunting Areas will be open to hunting during the SE Idaho 2015 early Canada goose Season that runs September 1st-15th. Under Refuge rules boats are not allowed on the Refuge until September 20th  for the purposes of hunting. Boating is permitted from September 20th-January 15th to boats used for waterfowl hunting. Goose usage on the Refuge is light in early September so expect limited hunting opportunities. 

Since only Canada geese maybe hunted during the early season, hunters should take special caution to identify their quarry.  Only approved nontoxic shot maybe used.  Hunters must follow State hunting regulations, and obtain the necessary State and Federal licenses, stamps, and permits for waterfowl hunting. Only a portion of the refuge is open to hunting during the hunting season. It is the hunters’ responsibility to know what areas are open to hunting and what areas are closed to hunting.

As are reminder other recreation activities such as hiking, wildlife observation, and canoeing on the canoe trail are allowed during the same dates hunters will be using the Public Hunting Areas.  All visitors should be considerate of other Refuge visitors and conduct their activities in a safe manner. Overnight parking or camping are not allowed on the Refuge and the Refuge is for day use only. 

For further information on the areas open to hunting or other recreation opportunities please visit the USF&WS Bear Lake National Wildlife Refuge website at:  www.fws.gov/refuge/bear_lake/ or you may call the Refuge Office at 208-847-1757. For more information about the SE Idaho early Canada Goose Season please visit the Idaho Department of Fish & Game website at: www.fishandgame.idaho.gov/public/hunt/ or contact your local Idaho Department of Fish and Game Office. 
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