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Presentation Notes
Get started by “cleaning the Floor”

https://www.facebook.com/100007838439915/videos/1670559896548609/ - Cleaning the floor – Chinook Nation and Grand Ronde Canoe Family at Winter Gathering 2016

Why start this presentation with contemporary culture? One of the biggest issue that Chinookan and other Native folks are fighting against is erasure, the 





Since Time Immemorial



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why learn about indigenous culture? 
Chinookan People have always lived here, there is no break in that connection
Native use of the term “immigrant” instead of “settlers” – Can’t settle if there are already people here! 
Our work is a continuation of the legacy of stewardship that begins with Chinookan Peoples and continues through to today - They have shaped the lands we are living on 
They were key partners in the colonization of this place – working with trade companies and supplying the industry
We use their place names and language today without even realizing it
We are living in someone else’s land, and the respectful thing to do when living somewhere is to learn the culture of the local people. 
They are part of our community



Ch’isht was present at Tansey Point in 1851 where her husband, Huckswelt, singed the Lower Chinook treaty. – her descendants are still active in the community today –some you may know Sam Robinson, Greg Robinson, Her english name is Kathrine George or Kathrine Hawks – Photographed by Curtis, but just called “Chinook Woman”. The clam basket she is holding is on display right now at the Archer Gallery in Vancouver, in the “Woven” Exhibit of Contemporary Native Basketry


Chinook, Chinookan, and the
misnomer of “tribes”
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Pre contact, Chinookan Peoples orgazed and thought of themselves very differently than we think about them today. Even the names that are used are not the ones that people have for themselves. 

Name Chinook (Tsinuk) is actually a village on Baker Bay, Euro-Americans just decided to apply that name to all Peoples in the Lower Columbia River and Chinookan Language group. 

Same with Nez Peirce, they call themselves Nimi'ipuu “the people” 
Navajo – Dene “the People” ) most likely Navajo actually Tewa Pueblo term meaning “theif” – also possibly spanish origin navaja





Villages Along the River

 How do these communities Identify

themselves?
e By village name/band name
e Hyper localized government

gdtap ulx ‘those of Lewis River (ndpuix)’

Quath-lah-poh-tle “above the Entrance of Cahwahnahiooks  Lewis & Clark 11/05/1805
[Lewis] river”®
14 connected houses extending % mile
a “Nation”; 14 houses, pop. 300/900 Lewis & Clark Estimate
Cathlapoutle “large village” at entrance to Cowitk
[not Cowlitz] river Franchere 1811 (1969:81)
Cathlapootle Nation 180 men Stuart 1812 (1935:31-32)
Catleapootle “tribe” on small r., n, side Columbia R. Kennedy 1824-25

_gatawasix*al ‘those of wasux*al’ (Curtis)
wasiux™al, wasuxal (French and French)*

gatatdla ‘those of watdla’: see no. 54

Wasaughalles “tribe,” n. side Columbia R.; pop. 100 Kennedy 1824-25
Wa-sucally tribe s. side Columbia R., at Sandy R. Ross 1821 (1974)
Wasough-ally (alternate form) . Ross 1849:106
Gahlawashiuhwal “tribe” at Washihwal Curtis 1911 (Martineau)

Washtihwal village near Washougal, Washington Curtis 1911 (Martineau)
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Presentation Notes
L&C – “Highest Population of Native Peoples we have seen” – Probably the highest population density in NA north of present day Mexico- This was after a wave of epidemics, most likely smallpox, went down the river pre contact. 

When you were leaving one village, you could see the smoke coming up from one village, and as soon as it was out of sight, another village/heart smoke would come into view 

How do Chinookan People identify today? How did they organize themselves in the past? 

Really, these people are part of a long gradient of culture from the mouth of the river 



A Gradient of Culture

* What ties these
communities together &
What made them different?

e Resources (trade)

e Seasonality
* Kinship

* Language
° Art

e Cultural Practices
(traditions, customs, stories)

Dwellings
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1910 Edward S. Curtis photograph showing a Wishxam bride wearing a dentalium shell wedding headdress

These simmilarities/differences are still seen/felt today with many contemporary tribes sharing cutural traditions, yet maintaining their own individual flare and variation


Cathlapotle, A Timeline
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" LewiS and Clark March 29, 1806

Plankhouse

Town established c. AD 1450 -
Six Houses

Probably last of series of
towns in the area over last
2000 years or more

Lewis and Clark: one of 19
towns in area of Wapato
Valley, 1805 and 1806

Abandoned ca. 1833 (malaria
epidemic)

Known about but not located
until the mid 1990’s —
resulting in Archaeological
Excavation

Cathlapotle Plankhouse opens
in 2005
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Focus on Cathlapotle because of its rich archaeological history – one of few village sites to survive changing river patterns and looting

Most of what is learned about Cathlapotle is still adding to pieces of the puzzle in Lower Columbia River archaeology – 


Cathlapotle Plankhouse

e Built in partnership with
Chinook Indian Nation &
financial support from
many, many individuals
and organizations

e Hundreds of hours of
volunteer work

e Opened in 2005 in
conjunction with the
Lewis & Clark
Bicentennial

e Celebrated 10 years last
March




What Happens Here?

e Tribal Gatherings

* Chinook Nation Winter
Gathering

e Canoe Family activities

e Public Programs

* Open on weekends, 12-4

* Second Sunday Series

* Educational Programs

* Volunteer opportunities as
Docents and Educators
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Resources

e Plankhouse page on Friends website
* ridgefieldfriends.org

e Chinookan Peoples of the Lower Columbia — UW Press
e Cathlapotle Catching Times Secrets (USFWS publication)

e Cathlapotle and its inhabitants, 1792-1840 (USFWS
publication)

e Online Journals of Lewis and Clark
* lewisandclarkjournals.unl.edu

e Search “Cathlapotle”

e Portland Art Museum — Great online resources on Chinookan
traditional & Contemporary Art

* Chinook Nation Website:
http://www.chinooknation.org/index.html
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Also talk about bias in non-native historical accoutns – Example is Lewis and Clark meeting people in Cathlapotle


Hayu Masi

Questions?

CATHLAPOTLE PLANKHOUSE

(elebrating Ten Years » 2005 - 2015
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