
Grays Harbor National Wildlife Refuge 
and the Black River Unit of Billy Frank Jr. 
Nisqually National Wildlife Refuge
Draft Comprehensive Conservation Plan 
and Environmental Assessment

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service



Visitors along the Sandpiper Trail boardwalk.  ©Ceridwen

Black River Unit of Billy Frank Jr. Nisqually NWR
The waters of the Black River flow almost imperceptibly 
from Black Lake south to the Chehalis River. Meandering 
through a complex mosaic of wetlands, riparian forest, 
shrub swamp, and bogs, this area is considered the most 
intact low-lying river system remaining in western 
Washington. The Unit protects some of the most expansive 
and remote wetlands, sustaining a truly wild place.

The Unit provides a diverse community of fish and wildlife, 
large populations of once rare species such as the Oregon 
spotted frog, salmon, and unique bog, plants, and animals 
now flourish in the healthy wetland habitats.

Unit visitors will explore the quiet waterway, paddling 
canoes through the narrow river channel to fish and 
observe wildlife. Exploration of the native habitats offers 
opportunities to catch a glimpse of secretive wading birds, 
river otter, beaver, Roosevelt elk, and other wildlife, 
providing visitors with a sense of stewardship for the Unit.

Together, community members and partners, in concert 
with the Unit, protect and enhance the Black River, 
promoting biodiversity and natural ecological functions 
to benefit native fish, wildlife, and plant communities in 
wetland and upland habitats.

The Unit continues to build strong partnerships to 
protect and maintain the solitude, wild character, and 
health of the Black River so future generations can 
experience being a part of this very special place.   

A Vision of Conservation
Grays Harbor NWR
The Refuge is recognized internationally for its 
significance to shorebirds as part of the Grays Harbor 
Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. Each 
year, shorebirds make a seemingly impossible journey along 
the Pacific coast, traveling thousands of miles southward in 
the fall to reach their wintering areas as distant as South 
America. The following spring they return to their nesting 
grounds in Alaska and Canada.

To achieve this feat, thousands of shorebirds require key 
rest areas. Grays Harbor National Wildlife Refuge plays an 
important role in this respect: twice a day the tides recede, 
providing a vast expanse of mudflat habitat where migrating 
birds forage and rest during their long journey. This 
spectacular natural phenomenon provides visitors and 
students alike an opportunity to observe, photograph, and 
learn about these shorebirds and other local wildlife in their 
native habitats.

The Refuge works in partnership with others to protect 
and enhance the biological integrity and natural functions 
of the estuary for migratory birds and other native fish and 
wildlife, using adaptive management to respond to changing 
environmental and climatic conditions. Located in a gateway 
community of the Olympic Peninsula, the Refuge provides 
opportunities for adults and children to enjoy the outdoors, 
observe wildlife, and foster a lifelong connection with nature.
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