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 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Umatilla National Wildlife Refuge

Visitor Activities on the Refuge
          Hiking
          Hiking is allowed along roads open to vehicle traffic 
and other areas open to the public, with the exception of the 
farming areas; hiking is not allowed there for public safety 
reasons. Several areas of the refuge are closed to public use, 
including hiking; sorry, protection of wildlife is our top priority.
          Automobile Touring
          Umatilla NWR offers an opportunity to see wildlife from 
the mobility of your car. The gates on McCormack Unit auto 
tour route automatically open at dawn and close at dusk. The 
tour route highlights refuge management activities and 
provides opportunities for viewing both wildlife and habitat 
types. Vehicle access and designated parking lots are also 
present on the Boardman Unit in Oregon and on the 
Patterson, Ridge and Whitcomb Island Units in Washington.
          Fishing
          While not known as a fishing destination, fishing for 
salmon, steelhead, sturgeon walleye and bass is popular on 
the Columbia River portion of the refuge. A boat ramp is 
available on the Patterson Unit. Boats are allowed on most 
of the Columbia River portions of the refuge and backwaters, 
but are not allowed on McCormack Slough, except to 
retrieve birds during the legal hunting season.
          

         Boating
          Boats of every shape and size go through the refuge, 
from heavy barges carrying wheat to pleasure boats out for 
an afternoon. Boating is allowed on most of the Columbia 
River portions of the refuge and backwaters. Boats are not 
allowed on McCormack Slough except to retrieve birds 
during the legal hunting season. A boat ramp is available on 
the Patterson Unit.
         Wildlife Observation and Photography
         Umatilla is all about seeing wildlife, and there are end-
less opportunities to see wildlife for those with the patience 
to watch, wait and explore, from the smallest songbirds to 
the grandest mule deer. A wildlife observation tower, photo 
blind, nature trail and auto tour route are available on the 
McCormack Unit in Oregon.
         Bicycling and Horseback Riding
         Bicycling and horseback riding are allowed on roads 
open to motor vehicles. They are not allowed on trails or 
roads closed to vehicles.
 
         Hunting
         Hunting for waterfowl and select other bird species is 
allowed on certain areas of the refuge. For regulations and 
areas open to hunting, visit: www.fws.gov/mcriver/regulations/
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*The Umatilla Refuge office
is periodically staffed in the 

early morning and late 
afternoon hours.

Contact the Mid-Columbia 
River National Wildlife 

Refuge Headquarters in 
Burbank, WA at 
(509) 546-8300.
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Wildlife Observation Throughout the Year
Fall 
In early fall, song b ird s m ig rate th roug h  th e area en route to Mexic o 
and Central Am erica. Larg e populations of m ig rating  m allard s, 
pintails and Canada g eese b eg in sh owing  up. Raptors and m arsh 
b ird s, inc lud ing  eag les, hawks, herons, g ulls, eg rets and terns, also 
visit th e refug e in fall. T h is is also th e b est tim e of year to view th e 
well-known U m atilla m ule deer. 
Winter
T h e larg est num b ers of m any wild life spec ies— espec ially waterfowl 
and raptors— appear on th e refug e in winter. From  Decem b er 
th roug h  Feb ruary you can see larg e num b ers of waterfowl as th ey 
spend part of th eir d ay resting  on th e refug e. T h ousands of b ird s 
feed on th e refug e farm  field s, so look for m ag nificent flig h ts of 
duc ks and g eese departing  or arriving  early in th e m orning  or late in 
th e afternoon. Wild life ob servation is b est after m id -January, at th e 
end of th e hunting  season. 
Spring
Spring  also b ring s an influx of b ird  spec ies th at m ig rate to th e refug e 
to nest. T h e m arsh h ab itats are also popular nesting  g rounds for 
song  sparrows, m arsh wrens and yellow-headed  and red -wing ed  
b lac kb ird s. Spring  is also a g ood  tim e to look for h erons and eg rets 
wad ing  in th e sloug h  waters as th ey hunt. Many oth er b ird s nest in 
th e uplands, inc lud ing  long -b illed  curlews, b urrowing  owls, western 
m ead ow larks and eastern and western king b ird s.
Summer
Sum m er is th e quietest tim e on th e refug e as th e heat pushes m any 
spec ies into th e shad e, and som e d o not even com e out until d ark! 
A surprising  am ount of wild life is around, b ut you have to b e patient 
to find  it. Mule deer d oes and th eir spind ly-leg g ed , spotted  fawns 
em erg e from  th e th ic kets to feed. Bats em erg e to feast on insec ts 
hatc h ing  from  th e water. At dusk, watc h  for sh ort-eared and 
b urrowing  owls hunting  for rod ents along  field  ed g es.

Viewing Tips
Increase your c h ances of seeing  wild life b y ad opting  th e 
following  tips. 
•   Study and learn m ore ab out wild life. Many g ood b ird  and 
     oth er b ooks are availab le to assist you in determ ining  
     what spec ies are c om m on to th e area you are visiting .
•   Visit th e refug e early in th e m orning , or just b efore sunset.      
     Anim als are usually m ore ac tive th en, espec ially during  
     th e warm er tim es of th e year, and can often b e seen 
     com ing  and g oing  to feed ing  and resting  areas.
•   Watc h  for wild life in areas where two hab itat types m eet.      
     Anim als are attrac ted  to th e variety of food  and shelter 
     found in th ese transitional zones.
•   U se spotting  scopes and b inoculars to g et a c loser look 
     with out leaving  your car. In fact, m any anim als d on't 
     equate cars with  pred ators, so cars can m ake effective 
     b lind s.
•   If on foot, use visual ob struc tions, suc h  as trees or tall 
     veg etation, as a b arrier to b eing  seen, sim ilar to a b lind .
•   Move slowly, speak softly, and avoid  all oth er loud  noises.
•   Please d o not use rec ord ing s to locate anim als, and if you 
     rec ord  th eir calls, please d o not play th e sound b ac k until 
     you g et h om e.
•   Maintain d istance b etween you and th e anim al. Don't try 
     to g et c lose for ph otog raph y. If an anim al starts to ac t 
     nervous (e.g ., b urrowing  owls will start to squat d own), 
     b ac k slowly away im m ed iately.
•   No d og s!
•   Please respec t land owner’s rig h ts b y staying  off th eir land 
     and respec ting  th eir private property.
T h e next visitor will apprec iate you not scaring  th e anim al 
into h id ing .

 U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Umatilla National Wildlife Refuge

The refuge is open from 
sunrise to sunset, except for 
hunting, which has slightly

different hours of operation. 
To protect nesting birds and 

wintering waterfowl, most 
refuge islands are closed to 

public entry year round. 
Most areas of the refuge are 

very remote with no restrooms 
or drinking water facilities. 
Refuge visitors should plan

their trips accordingly. Please 
access the refuge only from 

designated public access areas. 
For more information, contact 

the Mid-Columbia River 
National Wildlife Refuge 

Headquarters in Burbank, 
WA at (509) 546-8300.

¯
0 21

Miles


	UMT_recreation_east_Apr2016
	UMT_recreation_west_Apr2016

