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To:  Interested McNary NWR waterfowl hunters 
 
Subject:  Alteration to hunting hours at the Millet and Woodland Ponds, Wallula Unit 
 
McNary National Wildlife Refuge (Refuge) invited local waterfowl hunters to provide input on 
potential hunt modifications at a public meeting held March 8, 2016.  Of the options discussed at 
that meeting, most of those in attendance favored a proposal by one of the hunters to maintain 
daily hunting in the morning, and close the hunt at mid-day.  This should benefit waterfowl by 
allowing some daytime feeding use while maintaining a quality hunt. 

Based on this user feedback, the Refuge will modify hunt regulations for the Millet and 
Woodland ponds on the Wallula Unit of McNary NWR.  The entire Wallula Unit has heretofore 
been open to waterfowl hunting in accordance with State regulations regarding hunt days and 
shooting hours.  For the 2016-17 season, waterfowl hunting on the Millet and Woodland ponds 
will close daily at 12:00 pm (noon).  This closure time will not apply to the remainder of the 
Wallula Unit, which will continue to follow standard state regulations for shooting hours.   

Hunting on East and West Millet ponds is currently allowed at nine sites, available on a first-
come, first-served basis.  We have traditionally managed Woodland Pond (now known as East 
Woodland) as a free roam hunting area.  We will expand the area of designated hunt sites to 
include both East Woodland and the new 55 acre West Woodland ponds in addition to the Millet 
Ponds, raising the total number of hunt sites to about 15.  We will improve the sites by providing 
manufactured blinds.  Disabled hunters will have priority at one of these new blinds and we will 
allow vehicle access to that blind. 
 
We are devoted to providing hunting opportunity and maintenance of healthy waterfowl 
populations.  After the upcoming hunt season, we will welcome your feedback on this change 
and consider it for future hunt seasons.  In the meantime, please contact Refuge Manager Lamont 
Glass at lamont_glass@fws.gov with any questions or concerns.   
  
Sincerely,   

  
 Jeff Howland, Deputy Project Leader 
Mid-Columbia River National Wildlife Refuge Complex 

  




