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continue with added emphasis under owr preferred alternative in the Final CCP/EIS.

The Refuge’s Final CCP/EIS is Available

Thank you for commenting on the Draft CCP/ELS

The Deer Flat National Wildlife
Refuge Final Comprehensive
Conservation Plan and
Environmental Impact Statement
(CCP/EIS) is available. We, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(Service), are pleased to announce
that our analysis of the CCP/EIS
alternatives is completed, and
Alternative 2 continues to be our
preferred alternative for managing
the Refuge.

The next step in our process is to
identify a decision in a Record of
Decision (ROD). Thirty days after
the Final CCP/EIS is available to
the public, we can complete the
ROD which would include a
summary of the Final CCP/EILS
analysis supporting the decision.

We developed the CCP/EIS to
provide reasonable, scientifically
grounded guidance for managing
the Refuge’s fish and wildlife.

Under Alternative 2, managing the
Snake River Islands Unit would
include increasing wildlife inventory
and monitoring, invasive species
control, and habitat restoration.
Habitats in the Lake Lowell Unit
would be enhanced by increasing
invasive species removal. We would
also increase wildlife and habitat
research and assessment, to build a
strong scientific base for future
management decisions.

All six priority public uses—
hunting, fishing, wildlife
observation and photography, and

environmental education and
interpretation—would continue.
Boating and a wide variety of other
nonwildlife-dependent recreation
would continue in specified locations,
with stipulations identified in the CCP/
EIS compatibility determinations for
all public uses.

Public Comments on the Draft CCP/EIS
We appreciate everyone who provided
comments and engaged in our process.
To address the comments, we made
some additions and corrections to our
preferred alternative, which are
briefly summarized on page 2, with
details in Appendix H of the CCP/EIS.

The CCP/EIS is downloadable from
our website, and available through
other options, see page 4 for details.

USFWS/Susan Kain



2 3
Highlights of our Preferred Alternative

What activities could my
Sfamily enjoy at the Refuge?

The Refuge staff would focus

on connecting families to nature
under our preferred alternative,

by developing new facilities and
providing a wide range of recreational
activities, as follows.

Seasonal recreational boating on
Lake Lowell would continue to open
on April 15 annually, with improved
protection for wildlife.

Fishing access would be promoted
and ice fishing would be allowed.

Wildlife education and interpretation
would be emphasized and integrated
into visitor activities to increase the
awareness of, and appreciation for
Refuge resources.

Hunting for deer, waterfowl, and
upland birds would continue, and a
youth waterfowl hunt would open.

Horseback riding, jogging, bicycling,
and leashed dog-walking would be
allowed in specific areas.

Swimming, picnicking, sailing
regattas, and other activites would
be allowed.

How would wildlife and
habitat management
mmprove?

Under Alternative 2, we would
protect Lake Lowell’s wildlife by
expanding existing no-wake zones
and establishing new no-wake zones.
Boats could travel in the no-wake
zones at speeds that do not create a
wake, generally less than 5 mph.

We would also close some areas of
the lake seasonally as needed, to
protect migratory birds, including
wintering and migrating waterfowl,
eagle and osprey nests, and nesting
colonies of grebes.

Wildlife and habitat management
objectives under Alternative 2 include
maintaining and enhancing the
following habitats.

* Emergent wetland plant beds along
the shoreline.

* Mudflats, to benefit migrating
shorebirds.

* Open-water, to benefit migrating,
nesting, and wintering waterfowl
and waterbirds.

* Riparian forest.

* Non-lake wetlands, to improve
water quality and diversify

habitats.

How were comments
addressed in the Preferred
Alternative?

Public comments on the Draft
CCP/EIS resulted in changes that
helped clarify our management
direction in the preferred
alternative. The primary changes in
our Final CCP/EIS follow.

A youth waterfowl hunt would open
in all designated waterfowl hunt
zones, but not in the area southeast
of Parking Lot 1.

Ice fishing would be allowed in
Fishing Areas A and B.

Sailing regattas would be allowed
with stipulations.

Swimming would be encouraged in
two designated areas, and allowed
elsewhere with stipulations.

Trapping would continue to be
prohibited.

Public Involvement Wrap-up

Our maaling list includes 2,200 participants

We initiated our planning and
public involvement process in July
2010 by announcing our intention
to complete a CCP/EIS in the
Federal Register. Simultaneously,
we distributed a press release and
Planning Update 1 announcing our
process and open house meetings,
and requesting publie input.

We held three public open house
meetings and two work sessions
in 2010 to engage stakeholders

in brainstorming solutions to key
management issues. Participants
included elected officials,
represenatives from agencies and
groups, and other stakeholders.

In Planning Update 2, distributed
in December 2010, we summarized
the significant planning issues we
identified in public comments.

In Planning Update 3, distributed

in May 2011, we described four
preliminary management alternatives
based on public comments, the
Refuge’s resource needs, and our

management policies. We requested &

comments on the alternatlves

il
W

including Alternative 2, our preferred
alternative. Additional meetings were
held with key stakeholders, including
Idaho Fish and Game.

In Planning Update 4, distributed

in October 2011, we summarized

the comments we received on

the preliminary alternatives and
proposed changes to the alternatives.

Our refined alternatives were
available for public review and
comments in the Draft CCP/EIS
distributed in March 2013. We
announced the document’s
availability in the Federal Register,
simultaneously sent a news release
to media outlets, and distributed
Planning Update 5 to more than 2,200
interested individuals, organizations,
and agencies.

In Planning Update 5 we described
and compared the alternatives,
and requested comments. The
comments we received on the
Draft CCP/EIS have been

addressed in the Final CCP/EIS. 48

We appreciate all the comments we
received during the planning process
and encourage you to stay involved
in the Refuge’s activities. Successful
implementation of the CCP is largely
dependent upon continued public
support, partnerships, funding, and
volunteer efforts.

What Happens
Next?

After the final CCP/EIS is available
to the public for 30 days, we will
finalize our decision in a ROD.

We can begin implementing CCP
strategies at the Refuge once the
ROD is signed.

Some actions may require new
funding; those actions will be

implemented as funding becomes
available. We will publish a final

approved CCP which will include
the ROD and final eompatibility
determinations for public uses. ¢82

(c) Mike Shipman
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