
Fish species and genera 
reported at Jarvis Island National Wildlife Refuge, after unpublished records compiled by 
Bruce C. Mundy, Richard Wass, Edward DeMartini, Brian Greene, Brian Zgliczynski, and 
Robert E. Schroeder (2002). 

 

Scientific Name Common Name 

CARCHARHINIDAE Requiem Sharks 
Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos (Bleeker, 1856) grey reef shark 
Carcharhinus melanopterus 
(Quoy &Gaimard, 1824) 

reef black-tip shark 

Carcharhinus albimarginatus 
(Rüppell, 1837) 

silvertip shark 

HEMIGALEIDAE Weasel Sharks, White-tip Reef Sharks 
Triaenodon obesus (Rüppell, 1837) white-tip reef shark 

SPHYRNIDAE Hammerhead Sharks 
Sphyrna lewini (Griffith & Smith, 1834) scalloped hammerhead shark 
Sphyrna mokarran (Rüppell, 1837) great hammerhead shark 
Sphyrna sp. unidentified Sphyrna species 

DASYATIDAE Sand Rays 
Taeniura meyeni (Müller & Henle, 1841) giant sand ray 

MYLIOBATIDAE Eagle Rays 
Manta sp. unidentified Manta species 

MURAENIDAE Moray Eels 
Echidna nebulosa (Ahl, 1789) snowflake moray 
Echidna sp. unidentified Echidna species 
Enchelynassa canina 
(Quoy & Gaimard, 1824) 

viper moray 

Enchelycore pardalis 
(Temminck & Schlegel,1846) 

moray eel 

Gymnomuraena zebra 
(Shaw in Shaw & Nodder, 1797) 

zebra moray 

Gymnothorax breedini 
(McCosker & Randall, 1977) 

Breeden’s moray 

Gymnothorax javanicus (Bleeker, 1859) giant moray 
Gymnothorax flavimarginatus (Rüppell, 1830) yellow-margined moray 
Gymnothorax meleagris 
(Shaw in Shaw & Nodder, 1795) 

white-mouth moray 

Gymnothorax monostigmus (Regan, 1909) one-spot moray 
Gymnothorax picta (Ahl, 1789) peppered moray 
Gymnothorax rueppelliae (McClelland, 1844) yellow-headed moray 
Gymnothorax sp. unidentified Gymnothorax species 
Uropterygius concolor (Rüppell, 1838) unicolor snake moray 



Uropterygius xanthopterus (Bleeker, 1859) yellow-fin snake moray 
Uropterygius sp. unidentified Uropterygius species 

SYNODONTIDAE Lizardfishes 
Synodus sp. unidentified Synodus species 

HOLOCENTRIDAE Squirrelfishes and Soldierfishes 
Myripristis berndti 

    
bigscale soldierfish 

Myripristis murdjan (Forsskål, 1775) soldierfish 
Sargocentron caudimaculatum 

  
tailspot squirrelfish 

Sargocentron spiniferum (Forsskål, 1775) long-jawed squirrelfish 
Sargocentrum tiere 

      
blue-lined squirrelfish 

SCORPAENIDAE Scorpionfishes 
Scorpaenidae sp. unidentified Scorpaenidae 

    
 

Dendrochirus biocellatus (Fowler, 1938) oscillated lionfish 
Scorpaenopsis sp. unidentified Scorpaenopsis 

    
      

Scorpaenopsis diabolis (Cuvier, 1829) devil scorpionfish 
Sebastapistes cyanostigma (Bleeker, 1856) yellow-spotted scorpionfish 
Sebastapistes mauritiana 

     
Mauritius scorpionfish 

CARACANTHIDAE Orbicular Velvetfishes 
Caracanthus maculates (Gray, 1831) spotted coral croucher 

SERRANIDAE Sea Basses, Fairy Basslets & Groupers 
Cephalopholis argus 

    
peacock grouper 

Cephalopholis leopardus (Lacepède, 1801) leopard grouper 
Cephalopholis miniatatus (Forsskål, 1775) coral grouper 
Cephalopholis urodeta 

      
flagtail grouper 

Epinephelus fasciatus (Forsskål, 1775) black-tipped grouper 
Epinephelus hexagonatus 

      
hexagon grouper 

Epinephelus howlandi (Günther, 1873) Howland Island grouper 
Epinephelus macrospilos (Bleeker, 1855) black-spotted grouper 
Epinephelus melanostigmus 

      
blackspot honeycomb grouper 

Epinephelus merra (Bloch, 1793) honeycomb grouper 
Epinephelus retouti (Bleeker, 1868) grouper 
Epinephelus socialis (Günther, 1873) tidepool grouper 
Epinephelus spilotoceps (Schultz in Schultz et 

  
four-saddle grouper 

Epinephelus tauvina (Forsskal, 1775) greasy grouper 
Gracila albomarginata 

    
white-margined grouper 

Luzonichthys whitleyi (Smith, 1955) Whitley’s slender basslet 
Pogonoperca punctata (Valenciennes in 

    
spotted soapfish 

Pseudanthias bartlettorum 
      

Bartlett’s fairy basslet 
Pseudanthias bartlettorum var. “red spot” 

    
Bartlett’s “red spot” basslet 

Pseudanthias olivaceus 
    

fairy basslet 
Pseudantias sp. unknown Pseudantias sp. 
Variola louti (Forsskal, 1775) lyretail grouper 

PSEUDOCHROMIDAE Dottybacks 
Pseudochromidae sp. unidentified Pseudochromidae species 

BELONIDAE Needlefishes 



Tylosurus crocodilus 
      

crocodile needlefish 
EXOCOETIDAE Flying Fish 

Cheilopogon furcatus (Mitchill, 1815) flying fish 
Hirundichthys sp. unidentified Hirundichthys species 

HEMIRAMPHIDAE Halfbeaks 
Hyporamphus acutus acutus (Günther, 1871) Pacific halfbeak 

APOGONIDAE Cardinalfishes 
Apogon angustatus 

      
broad-striped cardinalfish 

Apogon apogonides (Bleeker, 1856) cardinalfish 
Cheilodipterus quinquelineatus 

     
five-lined cardinalfish 

Apogon susanae (Greenfield, 2001) cardinalfish 
Apogon taeniophorus (Regan, 1908) cardinalfish 

CARANGIDAE Jacks and Trevallys 
Alectis ciliaris (Bloch, 1787) threadfin pompano 
Carangoides ferdau (Forsskal, 1775) bar jack 
Carangoides orthogrammus 

    
yellow-spotted trevally 

Caranx ignobilis (Forsskål, 1775) giant trevally 
Caranx lugubris (Poey, 1860) black jack 
Carnax melampygus 

      
bluefin trevally 

Caranx sexfasciatus (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) bigeye trevally 
Elegatis bipinnulata (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) rainbow runner 
Naucrates ductor (Linnaeus, 1758) jack 
Scomberoides lysan (Forsskal, 1775) leatherback 

LUTJANIDAE Snappers 
Aphareus furca (Lacepede, 1801) blue small-tooth jobfish 
Lutjanus bohar (Forsskal, 1775) twinspot snapper, redspot snapper 
Lutjanus fulvus 

      
flametail snapper 

Lutjanus gibbus (Forsskal, 1775) humpback snapper 
Lutjanus kasmira (Forsskal, 1775) blue-lined snapper 
Lutjanus monostigma 

      
one-spot snapper 

CAESIONIDAE Fusiliers 
Caesio teres (Seale, 1906) yellow-back fusilier 

LETHRINIDAE Emperors 
Gnathodentex aureolineatus (Lacepede, 1802) yellowspot emperor 
Lethrinus olivaceus (Valenciennes in Cuvier 

   
olive emperor 

Monotaxis grandoculis (Forsskal, 1775) bigeye emperor 
MULLIDAE Goatfishes 

Mulloides mimicus (Randall & Gueze, 1980) mimic goatfish 
Parupeneus bifasciatus (Lacepede, 1801) two-barred goatfish 
Parupeneus cyclostomus (Lacepede, 1801) yellowsaddle goatfish 
Parupeneus trifasciatus (Lacepede, 1801) three-barred goatfish 

PEMPHERIDAE Sweepers 
Pempheris oualensis 

      
bronze sweeper 

KYPHOSIDAE Rudderfishes & Sea Chubs 
Kyphosus cinerascens (Forsskal, 1775) highfin rudderfish, snubnose rudderfish 



Kyphosus vaigiensis (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) lowfin rudderfish, brassy chub 
Kyphosus sp. unidentified Kyphosus species 

CHAETODONTIDAE Butterflyfishes 
Chaetodon auriga (Forsskal, 1775) threadfin butterflyfish 
Chaetodon lineolatus (Cuvier (ex Quoy & 

      
lined butterflyfish 

Chaetodon lunula (Lacepede, 1802) racoon butterflyfish 
Chaetodon meyeri (Bloch & Schneider, 1801) Meyer’s butterflyfish 
Chaedodon ornatissimus (Cuvier (ex 

      
ornate butterflyfish 

Chaetodon quadrimaculatus (Gray, 1831) fourspot butterflyfish 
Chaetodon unimaculatus (Bloch, 1787) teardrop butterflyfish 
Forcipiger flavissimus (Jordan & McGregor 
in Jordan & Evermann, 1898) 

long-nosed butterflyfish 

Hemitaurichthys thompsoni (Fowler, 1923) Thompson’s butterflyfish 
POMACANTHIDAE Angelfishes 

Apolemichthys griffisi 
    

Griffith’s angelfish 
Apolemichthys xanthopunctatus 

  
golden-spotted angelfish 

Centropyge flavissima 
      

lemon-peel angelfish 
Centropyge loricula (Günther, 1874) flame angelfish 
Pomacanthus imperator (Bloch, 1787) emporer angelfish 

POMACENTRIDAE Damselfishes 
Abudefduf septemfasciatus 

      
banded sergeant 

Abudefduf sordidus (Forsskal, 1775) black-spot sergeant 
Chromis acares (Randall & Swerdloff, 1973) midget chromis 
Chromis agilis (Smith, 1960) bronze reef chromis 
Chromis margaritifer (Fowler, 1946) bicolor chromis 
Chromis vanderbilti (Fowler, 1941) Vanderbilt’s chromis 
Chromis xanthura (Bleeker, 1854) black chromis 
Chrysiptera cyanea (Quoy & Gaimard, 1825) blue devil 
Chrysiptera glauca 

      
gray demoiselle 

Lepidozygus tapeinosoma (Bleeker, 1856) fusilier damsel 
Plectroglyphidodon dickii (Lienard, 1839) Dick’s damsel 
Plectroglyphidodon imparipennis 

    
bright-eye damsel 

Plectroglyphidodon johnstonianus 
    

Johnston Island damsel 
Plectroglyphid. phoenixensis (Schultz, 1943) Phoenix Islands damsel 
Pomacentrus bankanensis (Bleeker, 1853) speckled damsel 
Pomacentrus coelestis (Jordan & Starks 1901) neon damsel 
Stegastes sp. or Pomacentrus sp. unidentified damselfish (brown head 

      Stegastes sp. unidentified Stegastes species, gregory 
Stegastes aureus (Fowler, 1927) golden gregory 
Stegastes fasciolatus (Ogilby, 1889) Pacific gregory 
Stegastes nigricans (Lacepede, 1802) dusky farmfish 

KUHLIIDAE Flagtails 
Kuhlia petiti (Schultz, 1943) flagtail 
Kuhlia sandvicensis (Steindachner, 1876) Hawaiian flagtail 



Kuhlia sp. unidentified Kuhlia species 
CIRRHITIDAE Hawkfishes 

Cirrhitichthys oxycephalus (Bleeker, 1855) pixy hawkfish 
Neocirrhites armatus (Castelnau, 1873) flame hawkfish 
Paracirrhites arcatus 

      
arc-eye hawkfish 

Paracirrhites forsteri 
      

freckled hawkfish, blackside hawkfish 
Paracirrhites hemistictus (Günther, 1874) whitespot hawkfish 
Paracirrhites xanthus (Randall, 1963) yellow hawkfish 

SPHYRAENIDAE Barracudas 
Sphyraena sp. unidentified Sphyraena species 
Sphyraena barracuda (Walbaum, 1792) great barracuda 
Sphyraena qenie (Klunziger, 1870) blackfin barracuda 

LABRIDAE Wrasses 
Anampses caeruleopunctatus (Rüppell, 1829) blue-spotted wrasse 
Anampses melanurus (Bleeker, 1857) wrasse 
Anampses meleagrides (Valenciennes in 

    
yellowtail wrasse 

Bodianus axillaries (Bennett, 1832) axilspot hogfish 
Bodianus loxozonus (Snyder, 1908) blackfin hogfish 
Bodianus prognathus (Lobel, 1981) hogfish 
Cheilinus trilobatus (Lacepede, 1801) tripletail wrasse 
Cheilinus undulatus (Rüppell, 1835) humphead wrasse, 

   Cirrhilabrus exquisitus (Smith, 1957) exquisite wrasse 
Coris aygula (Lacepede, 1801) clown coris 
Coris centralis (Randall, 1999) coris 
Coris gaimard (Quoy & Gaimard, 1824) yellowtail coris 
Epibulus insidiator (Pallas, 1770) slingjaw wrasse 
Gomphosus varius (Lacepede, 1801) bird wrasse 
Halichoeres hortulanus (Lacepede, 1801) checkerboard wrasse 
Halichoeres melasmopomus (Randall, 1981) black-ear wrasse 
Halichoeres ornatissinus (Garrett, 1863) ornate wrasse fish 
Halichoeres pallidus (Kuiter & Randall 1995) wrasse 
Halichoeres trimaculatus (Quoy & Gaimard, 

 
three-spot wrasse 

Hemigymnus fasciatus (Bloch, 1792) barred thicklip wrasse 
Hologymnosus annulatus (Lacepede, 1801) ring wrasse 
Labroides bicolor (Fowler & Bean, 1928) bicolor cleaner wrasse 
Labroides dimidiatus (Valenciennes in 

    
bluestreak cleaner wrasse 

Labroides rubrolabiatus (Randall, 1958) cleaner wrasse 
Labropsis xanthonota (Randall, 1981) wedge-tailed wrasse 
Macropharyngodon meleagris (Valenciennes 

     
leopard wrasse 

Oxycheilinus unifasciatus (Streets, 1877) wrasse 
Pseudocheilinus hexataenia (Bleeker, 1857) sixline wrasse 
Pseudocheilinus octotaenia (Jenkins, 1901) eightline wrasse 
Pseudocheilinus tetrataenia (Schultz in 

    
fourline wrasse 

Pseudocoris heteroptera (Bleeker, 1857) wrasse 
Pseudodax mollucanus (Valenciennes in 

    
Wrasse 



Pseudojuloides cerasinus (Snyder, 1904) smalltail wrasse 
Stethojulis bandanensis (Bleeker, 1851) redshoulder wrasse 
Thalassoma amblycephalum (Bleeker, 1856) twotone wrasse 
Thalassoma lutescens (Lay & Bennett (ex 

  
sunset wrasse 

Thalassoma purpureum (Forsskal, 1775) surge wrasse 
Thalassoma quinquevittatum (Lay & Bennett, 

 
fivestripe surge wrasse 

Thalassoma trilobatum (Lacepede, 1801) Christmas wrasse 
SCARIDAE Parrotfishes 

Bolbometopon muricatum (Valenciennes in 
    

humphead parrotfish, 
  Calatomus carolinus (Valenciennes, 1840) bucktooth parrotfish, stareye parrotfish 

Chlorurus frontalis (Valenciennes in Cuvier 
   

tan-faced parrotfish 
Chlorurus microrhinus (Bleeker, 1854) parrotfish 
Chlorurus sordidus (Forsskal, 1775) bullethead parrotfish 
Scarus altipinnis (Steindachner, 1879) filament-finned parrotfish 
Scarus frenatus (Lacepede, 1802) vermiculate parrotfish 
Scarus ghobban (Forsskal, 1775) blue-barred parrotfish 
Scarus globiceps (Valenciennes in Cuvier & 

  
roundhead parrotfish 

Scarus oviceps (Valenciennes in Cuvier & 
  

dark-capped parrotfish 
Scarus rubroviolaceus (Bleeker, 1847) red and violet parrotfish, redlip parrotfish 
Scarus tricolor (Bleeker, 1847) tricolor parrotfish 

CREEDIIDAE Sand Burrowers 
Crystallodytes cookei enderburyensis 

  
sand burrower 

TRIPTERYGIIDAE Triplefins 
Enneapterygius nigricada (Fricke, 1997) triplefin 

BLENNIIDAE Blennies 
Blenniidae sp. unidentified blenny species 
Aspidontus taeniatus (Quoy & Gaimard 1834) cleaner mimic 
Blenniella gibbifrons 

    
blenny 

Blenniella paula (Bryan & Herre, 1903) blenny 
Cirripectes quagga (Fowler & Ball, 1924) squiggly blenny 
Cirripectes variolosus (Valenciennes in 

    
red-speckled blenny 

Cirripectes sp. Unidentified Cirripectes species 
Ecsenius midas (Starck, 1969) blenny 
Entomacrodus cymatobiotus (Schultz & 

  
blenny 

Entomacrodus sealei (Bryan & Herre, 1903) Seale’s rockskipper 
Entomacrodus striatus (Quoy & Gaimard 

 
pearly rockskipper 

Entomacrodus thalassinus thalassinus 
    

reef margin blenny 
Istiblennius edentulous (Schneider in Bloch & 

  
rippled rockskipper 

Plagiotremus rhynorhynchus (Bleeker, 1852) blue-striped blenny 
Plagiotremus tapeinosoma (Bleeker, 1857) piano blenny, scale-eating blenny 
Rhabdoblennius sp. unidentified Rhabdoblennius species 

CALLIONYMIDAE Dragonets 
Callionymidae sp. unidentified dragonet species (probably 

  GOBIIDAE Gobies 
Gobiidae sp. unidentified goby species (reported 2001) 



Amblygobius phalaena (Valenciennes in 
    

brown-barred goby 
Eviota zonura (Jordan & Seale, 1906) zoned pygmy goby 
Priolepis squamogena 

    
goby 

Valenciennea strigata (Broussonet, 1782) blue-streak goby 
ACANTHURIDAE Surgeonfishes & Unicornfishes 

Acanthurus achilles (Shaw, 1803) Achilles tang 
Acanthurus blochii (Valenciennes in Cuvier & 

  
ringtail surgeonfish 

Acanthurus guttatus 
      

spotted surgeonfish 
Acanthurus leucochilus (Herre, 1927) pale-lipped surgeonfish 
Acanthurus lineatus (Linnaeus, 1758) blue-banded surgeonfish 
Acanthurus mata (Cuvier, 1829) elongate surgeonfish 
Acanthurus nigricans (Linnaeus, 1758) whitecheek surgeonfish 
Acanthurus nigricauda (Duncker & Mohr 

 
epaulette surgeonfish 

Acanthurus nigrofuscus (Forsskal, 1775) brown surgeonfish 
Acanthurus nigroris (Valenciennes in Cuvier 

   
blue-lined surgeonfish 

Acanthurus olivaceus 
      

orangeband surgeonfish 
Acanthurus rackliffei 

      
hybrid surgeonfish 

Acanthurus triostegus (Linnaeus, 1758) convict tang 
Acanthurus thompsoni (Fowler, 1923) Thompson’s surgeonfish 
Acanthurus xanthopterus (Valenciennes in 
Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1835) 

yellow-finned surgeonfish 

Ctenochaetus sp. unidentified Ctenochaetus species 
Ctenochaetus cyanocheilus (Randall & 

  
Surgeonfish 

Ctenochaetus flavicaudis (Fowler, 1938) surgeonfish 
Ctenochaetus hawaiiensis (Randall, 1955) chevron tang, black surgeonfish 
Ctenochaetus marginatus (Valenciennes in 

    
blue-spotted bristletooth 

Ctenochaetus striatus (Quoy & Gaimard 
 

striped bristletooth 
Naso brevirostris (Valenciennes in Cuvier & 

  
spotted unicornfish 

Naso hexacanthus (Bleeker, 1855) black-tongue unicornfish, 
  Naso lituratus (Forster in Bloch & Schneider, 

 
liturate surgeonfish 

Naso vlamingii (Valenciennes in Cuvier & 
  

bignose unicornfish 
Zebrasoma rostratum (Günther, 1873) tang 
Zebrasoma scopas (Cuvier, 1829) brown tang 

EPHIPPIDAE Batfishes 
Platax sp. unidentified Platax species 
Platax teira (Forsskal, 1775) longfin spadefish 

ZANCLIDAE Moorish Idol 
Zanclus cornutus (Linnaeus, 1758) moorish idol 

SCOMBRIDAE Tunas 
Euthynnus affinis (Cantor, 1849) kawakawa, bonito 
Gymnosarda unicolor (Rüppell, 1836) dogtooth tuna 

NOMEIDAE Driftfishes, Man-of-war Fishes, 
  Nomeidae sp. unidentified Nomeidae species 

Psenes cyanophrys (Valenciennes in Cuvier & 
Valenciennes, 1833) 

freckled driftfish 



BOTHIDAE Left-hand Flounders 
Bothus mancus (Broussonet, 1782) peacock flounder 

BALISTIDAE Triggerfishes 
Balistapus undulatus (Park, 1797) orangestriped triggerfish 
Balistoides viridescens (Bloch & Schneider 

 
mustache triggerfish, titan triggerfish 

Melichtys niger (Bloch, 1786) black triggerfish 
Melichtys vidua (Richardson (ex Solander) 

 
pinktail triggerfish 

Odonus niger (Rüppell, 1836) redtooth triggerfish 
Pseudobalistes flavimarginatus (Rüppell1829) yellowmargin triggerfish 
Rhinecanthus rectangulus 

    
wedge picassofish, humunukunukuapua‘a 

Sufflamen bursa (Bloch & Schneider, 1801) scythe triggerfish, boomerang triggerfish 
Sufflamen chrysopterus 

    
halfmoon triggerfish 

Xanthichthys caeruleolineatus 
     

bluelined triggerfish 
MONACANTHIDAE Filefishes & Leatherjackets 

Aluterus scriptus (Osbeck 1765) scribbled filefish 
Amanses scopas (Cuvier, 1829) broom filefish 
Cantherhines dumerilii (Hollard, 1854) barred filefish 
Cantherhines pardalis (Rüppell, 1837) wire-net filefish 
Pervagor marginalis (Hutchins, 1986) blackbar filefish 

OSTRACIIDAE Trunkfishes 
Ostracion meleagris meleagris 

      
spotted trunkfish 

TETRAODONTIDAE Puffers 
Arothron meleagris 

    
guineafowl puffer 

Canthigaster amboinensis (Bleeker, 1865) Ambon sharpnose puffer 
Canthigaster janthinoptera (Bleeker, 1855) puffer 
Canthigaster solandri 

    
spotted sharpnose puffer 

DIODONTIDAE Porcupinefishes 
Diodon hystrix (Linnaeus, 1758) Porcupinefish 

 


