Shallow water records of fish

Collected from or observed at Howland Island from 1927-2002. Collected or compiled by

Mundy et al. (2002).

GINGLYMOSTOMATIDAE

Nurse Sharks

Nebrius ferrugineus

nurse shark

CARCHARHINIDAE

Requiem Sharks

Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos

grey reef shark

Carcharhinus melanopterus

reef blacktip shark

Galeocerdo cuvieri

tiger shark

HEMIGALEIDAE

Weasel Sharks

Triaenodon obesus

reef whitetip shark

SPHYRNIDAE Hammerhead Sharks
Sphyrna lewini scalloped hammerhead shark
DASYATIDAE Sand Rays
Taeniura meyeni
MYLIOBATIDIDAE Eagle Rays
Aetobatus narinari spotted eagle ray
MOBULIDAE Manta Rays
Manta sp. manta
MURAENIDAE Moray Eels

Anarchias allardicei

Allardice’s moray

Anarchias cantonenesis

Canton Island moray

Echidna nebulosa

snowflake moray

Echidna polyzona

barred moray

Enchelycore pardalis

Gymnomuraena zebra

zebra moray

Gymnothorax breedini

Gymnothorax chilospilus

Gymnothorax javanicus

giant moray

Gymnothorax flavimarginatus

yellow-margined moray

Gymnothorax marshallensis

Marshall Island moray

Gymnothorax meleagris

white-mouth moray

Gymnothorax picta

peppered moray

Gymnothorax rueppelliae

yellow-headed moray

Gymnothorax sp.

Gymnothorax thyrsoideus

Gymnothorax undulatus

undulated moray

Uropterygius sp.




Uropterygius marmoratus

marbled snake moray

OPHICHTHIDAE

Myrichthys maculosus

spotted snake eel

CONGRIDAE Conger Eel
Conger sp.

CHANIDAE Milkfish
Chanos chanos milkfish

SYNODONTIDAE

Lizardfishes

Synodus sp.
HOLOCENTRIDAE Squirrelfishes
Myripristis berndti bigscale soldierfish

Sargocentron caudimaculatum

tailspot squirrelfish

Sargocentron diadema

crown squirrelfish

Sargocentrum microstoma

finelined squirrelfish

Sargocentrum punctatissimum

speckled squirrelfish

Sargocentrum tiere

blue-lined squirrelfish

SYNGNATHIDAE

Pipefishes and Seahorses

Choeroichthys sculptus

sculpted pipefish

AULOSTOMIDAE

Trumpetfishes

Aulostomus chinensis

trumpetfish

SCORPAENIDAE

Scorpionfishes

Pterois antennata

spotfin lionfish

Pterois radiate

clearfin lionfish

Petrois volitans

lionfish, turkeyfish

unidentified scorpionfish

CARACANTHIDAE

Orbicular Velvetfishes

Caracanthus maculates

spotted coral croucher

SERRANIDAE

Groupers & Sea Basses

Aethaloperca rogaa

redmouth grouper

Cephalopholis argus

peacock grouper

Cephalopholis aurantia

Cephalopholis miniata

coral grouper

Cephalopholis urodeta

flagtail grouper

Epinephelus fasciatus

black-tipped grouper

Epinephelus hexagonatus

hexagon grouper

Epinephelus howlandi

Epinephelus macrospilos

black-spotted grouper

Epinephelus maculatus

highfin grouper

Epinephelus melanostigmus

blackspot honeycomb grouper

Epinephelus merra

honeycomb merra

Epinephelus retouti

Epinephelus sp.

Epinephelus spilotoceps

four-saddle grouper

Epinephelus tauvina

greasy grouper

Gracila albomarginata

white-margined grouper




Luzonichthys whitleyi

Whitley’s slender basslet

Plectropomus laevis

Saddleback grouper

Pseudanthias bartlettorum

Bartlett’s fairy basslet

Pseudanthias bartlettorum

Pseudanthias cooperi

red-bar fairy basslet

Pseudanthias olivaceus

Pseudantias sp.

Variola louti

ANTENNARIIDAE

Frogfishes

Antennarius tuberosus

BELONIDAE

Needlefishes

Platybelone argulus platyura

keeled needlefish

Tylosurus crocodilus

crocodile needlefish

APOGONIDAE

Cardinalfishes

Apogon angustatus

broad-striped cardinalfish

Apogon apogonides

Apogon coccineus

cryptic cardinalfish

Apogon fraenatus

bridled cardinalfish

Apogon luteus

Cheilodipterus quinquelineatus

five-lined cardinalfish

MALACANTHIDAE

Sand Tilefishes

Malacanthus latovittatus

striped blanquillo

CORYPHAENIDAE

Coryphaena hippurus

mahi mahi, common dolphinfish

ECHENEIDAE Remoras
Echeneis sp.

CARANGIDAE Jacks
Carangoides ferdau bar jack

Carangoides orthogrammus

yellow-spotted trevally

Caranx ignobilis

giant trevally

Caranx lugubris

black jack

Caranx melampygus

bluefin trevally

Caranx sexfasciatus

bigeye trevally

Elegatis bipinnulata

rainbow runner

Seriola dumerili

greater amberjack

Trachinotus baillonii

LUTJANIDAE Snappers
Aphareus furca blue smalltooth jobfish
Aprion virescens jobfish, uku

Lutjanus bohar

twinspot snapper, redspot snapper

Lutjanus fulvus

flametail snapper

Lutjanus gibbus

humpback snapper

Lutjanus kasmira

bluelined snapper

Lutjanus monostigma

onespot snapper

Macolor niger

black snapper




CAESIONIDAE

Fusiliers

Caesio teres

yellowback fusilier

Pterocaesio latovittata

yellowstreak fusilier

Pterocaesio marri

twinstripe fusilier

Pterocaesio tile

bluestreak fusilier

LETHRINIDAE

Emperors

Gnathodentex aureolineatus

yellowspot emperor

Monotaxis grandoculis

bigeye emperor

MULLIDAE

Goatfishes

Mulloides flavolineatus

yellowstripe goatfish

Mulloides mimicus (L. kasmira)

Mulloides vanicolensis

yellowfin goatfish

Parupeneus bifasciatus

two-barred goatfish

Parupeneus cyclostomus

yellowsaddle goatfish

Parupeneus multifasciatus

multibarred goatfish

Parupeneus pleurostigma

sidespot goatfish

Parupeneus trifasciatus

PRIACANTHIDAE Bigeyes
Heteropriacanthus cruentatus

PEMPHERIDAE Sweepers
Pempheris oualensis bronze sweeper

KYPHOSIDAE Chubs
Kyphosus bigibbus brown chub

Kyphosus cinerascens

highfin rudderfish

Kyphosus vaigiensis

lowfin rudderfish

Kyphosus sp.
Sectator ocyurus
EPHIPPIDAE Batfishes
Platax orbicularis circular spadefish, batfish
Platax teira longfin spadefish
CHAETODONTIDAE Butterflyfishes
Chaetodon auriga threadfin butterflyfish
Chaetodon citrinellus speckled butterflyfish

Chaetodon Kleinii

Klein’s butterflyfish

Chaetodon lunula

racoon butterflyfish

Chaetodon meyeri

Meyer’s butterflyfish

Chaedodon ornatissimus

ornate butterflyfish

Chaetodon guadrimaculatus

gourspot butterflyfish

Chaetodon reticulatus

reticulated butterflyfish

Chaetodon trifascialis

chevroned butterflyfish

Chaetodon unimaculatus

teardrop butterflyfish

Chaetodon vagabundus

vagabond butterflyfish

Forcipiger flavissimus

long-nosed butterflyfish

Forcipiger longirostris

big long-nosed butterflyfish

Hemitaurichthys thompsoni

Thompson’s butterflyfish




Heniochus monoceros

masked bannerfish

Heniochus varius

humphead bannerfish

POMACANTHIDAE

Angelfishes

Apolemichthys griffisi

Griffis angelfish

Apolemichthys trimaculatus

three-spot angelfish

Apolemichthys xanthopunctatus

golden spotted angelfish

Centropyge bicolor

bicolor angelfish

Centropyge flavissima

lemonpeel angelfish

Centropyge flavissima vrolikii hyb.

Lemonpeel and Pearlscale angelfish hybrid

Centropyge loricula

flame angelfish

Centropyge vrolikii

pearlscale angelfish

Pomacanthus imperator

emporer angelfish

Pygoplites diacanthus

Regal angelfish

POMACENTRIDAE

damselfishes

Abudefduf notatus

yellow-tail sergeant

Abudefduf septemfasciatus

banded sergeant

Abudefduf sordidus

black-spot sergeant

Amphiprion chrysopterus

orange-fin anemonefish

Amphiprion perideraion

pink anemonefish

Chromis acares

midget chromis

Chromis agilis

bronze reef chromis

Chromis analis

yellow chromis

Chromis bicolor

Chromis caudalis

blue axil chromis

Chromis margaritifer

bicolor chromis

Chromis vanderbilti

Vanderbilt’s chromis

Chromis viridis (caerulea)

blue-green chromis

Chromis xanthura

black chromis

Chrysiptera glauca

gray demoiselle

Chry.brownriggii (leucopoma)

Dascyllus auripinnis (ms)

Lepidozygus tapeinosoma

Fusilier damsel

Plectroglyphidodon dickii

Dick’s damsel

Plectroglyphidodon imparipennis

bright-eye damsel

Plectroglyphidodon johnstonianus

Johnston Island damsel

Plectroglyphidodon lacrymatus

jewel damsel

Plectroglyphidodon leucozonus

white-band damsel

Plectroglyphid. phoenixensis

Phoenix Islands damsel

Pomacentrus bankanensis

speckled damsel

Stegastes albifasciolatus

white-bar gregory

Stegastes aureus

Stegastes fasciolatus Pacific gregory
Stegastes nigricans dusky farmerfish
KUHLIIDAE Flagtails

Kuhlia petiti




CIRRHITIDAE

Hawkfishes

Cirrhiticythys aprenius

Cirrhitichthys falco

falco hawkfish

Cirrhitichthys oxycephalus pixy hawkfish
Cirrhitops hubbardsi
Cirrhitus pinnulatus stocky hawkfish

Neocirrhites armatus

flame hawkfish

Paracirrhites arcatus

arc-eye hawkfish

Paracirrhites forsteri freckled hawkfish

Paracirrhites hemistictus whitespot hawkfish
SPHYRAENIDAE Barracudas

Sphyraena barracuda great barracuda
LABRIDAE Wrasses

Anampses caeruleopunctatus

blue-spotted wrasse

Anampses meleagrides

yellowtail wrasse

Anampses twistii

yellowbreasted wrasse

Bodianus axillaries

axilspot hogfish

Bodianus dianna

Diana’s hogfish

Bodianus prognathus

Cheilinus oxycephalus

snooty wrasse

Cheilinus trilobatus

tripletail wrasse

Cheilinus undulatus

humphead wrasse, napoleonfish

Cirrhilabrus exquisitus

exquisite wrasse

Coris aygula

clown coris

Coris centralis

Coris gaimard

yellowtail coris

Gomphosus varius bird wrasse
Halichoeres hortulanus checkerboard wrasse
Halichoeres margaritaceus weedy surge wrasse

Halichoeres melasmopomus

black-ear wrasse

Halichoeres ornatissinus

ornate wrasse fish

Halichoeres scapularis

zigzag wrasse

Halichoeres trimaculatus

three-spot wrasse

Hemigymnus fasciatus

barred thicklip wrasse

Labroides bicolor

bicolor cleaner wrasse

Labroides dimidiatus

bluestreak cleaner wrasse

Labroides pectoralis

black-spot cleaner wrasse

Labroides rubrolabiatus

Labropsis xanthonota

wedge-tailed wrasse

Macropharyngodon meleagris

leopard wrasse

Novaculichtyhs taeniourus

dragon wrasse, rockmover wrasse

Oxycheilinus unifasciatus

Oxycheilinus evanidus

Pseudocheilinus hexataenia

sixline wrasse

Pseudocheilinus octotaenia

eightline wrasse




Pseudocoris heteroptera

Pseudodax mollucanus

Stethojulis bandanensis red-shoulder wrasse
Thalassoma amblycephalum two-tone wrasse
Thalassoma lutescens sunset wrasse
Thalassoma purpureum surge wrasse
Thalassoma quinquevittatum five-stripe surge wrasse
Thalassoma trilobatum Christmas wrasse
SCARIDAE Parrotfishes
Bolbometopon muricatum humphead parrotfish
Calatomus carolinus bucktooth parrotfish, stareye parrotfish

Chlorurus microrhinus

Chlorurus sordidus

Scarus altipinnis filament-finned parrotfish
Scarus frenatus vermiculate parrotfish
Scarus niger black parrotfish
Scarus oviceps dark-capped parrotfish
Scarus rubroviolaceus red and violet parrotfish
Scarus tricolor
Scarus sp.

TRIPTERYGIIDAE Triplefins

Enneapterygius sp

Enneapterygius nigricada

Helcogramma chica

BLENNIIDAE Blennies

Blenniela caudolineata

Blenniella gibbifrons

Blenniella paula

Cirripectes polyzona barred blenny
Cirripectes quagga squiggly blenny
Cirripectes sp.

Cirripectes variolosus red-speckled blenny

Ecsenius midas

Entomacrodus sp.

Entomacrodus striatus

Exallias brevis

Istiblennius sp.

Istiblennius edentulous rippled rockskipper
Istiblennius lineatus lined rockskipper
Plagiotremus rhynorhynchus bluestriped blenny
Plagiotremus tapeinosoma piano blenny, Scale-eating blenny
Rhabdoblennius rhabdotrachelus
GOBIESOCIDAE Clingfishes and Singleslits

Lepidichthys minor

GOBIIDAE Gobies




unid. goby cf. Eviota viridis

Bathygobius cocosensis

Cocos frill goby

Bathygobius fuscus

fusky frill goby

Eviota sp.

Eviota epiphanies small sleeper
Eviota saipanensis Saipan pygmy goby
Eviota viridis
Gnatholepis sp.
Priolepis semidoliatus
Priolepis squamogena
Valenciennea strigata
CALLIONYMIDAE Dragonets
Synchiropus sp. mandarin fish
PTERELEOTRIDAE Dartfishes

Ptereleotris evides

ACANTHURIDAE

Surgeonfishes & Unicornfishes

Acanthurus Achilles

Achilles tang

Acanthurus blochii (mata)

ringtail surgeonfish

Acanthurus guttatus

spotted surgeonfish

Acanthurus lineatus

Acanthurus maculiceps

White-freckled surgeonfish

Acanthurus mata

elongate surgeonfish

A. nigricans (glaucopareius)

whitecheek surgeonfish

Acanthurus nigricauda

epaulette surgeonfish

Acanthurus nigrofuscus

brown surgeonfish

Acanthurus nigroris

blue-lined surgeonfish

Acanthurus nubilis

Acanthurus olivaceus

orangeband surgeonfish

Acanthurus pyroferus

chocolate surgeonfish

Acanthurus rackliffei

Acanthurus triostegus

Acanthurus thompsoni

Thompson’s surgeonfish

Acanthurus xanthopterus

yellow-finned surgeonfish

Acan. achilles x nigricans

Acanthurus sp.

Ctenochaetus cyanocheilus

Ctenochaetus flavicaudis

Ctenochaetus hawaiiensis

chevron tang, black surgeonfish

Ctenochaetus marginatus

blue-spotted bristletooth

Ctenochaetus striatus

striped bristletooth

Naso brevirostris

spotted unicornfish

Naso hexacanthus

blacktongue unicornfish , sleek unicornfish

Naso lituratus

liturate surgeonfish

Naso vlamingii

bignose unicornfish

Naso sp.




Paracanthurus hepatus

palette surgeonfish, hepatus tang

Zebrasoma rostratum

Zebrasoma scopas brown tang
Zebrasoma veliferum Sailfin tang
ZANCLIDAE Moorish Idol
Zanclus cornutus moorish idol
ISTIOPHORIDAE Billfishes
SCOMBRIDAE Tunas
Euthynnus affinis kawakawa, bonito
Gymnosarda nuda dogtooth tuna
Thunnus albacares yellowfin tuna
BOTHIDAE Left-hand Flounders
Bothus mancus peacock flounder
BALISTIDAE Triggerfishes

Balistapus undulatus

orangestriped triggerfish

Ballistoides conspicillum

Clown triggerfish

Balistoides viridescens

mustache triggerfish, titan triggerfish

Melichtys niger

Black triggerfish

Melichtys vidua

pinktail triggerfish

Odonus niger

redtooth triggerfish

Pseudobalistes flavimarginatus

yellowmargin triggerfish

Rhinecanthus rectangulus

wedge picassofish, humuhumu

Sufflamen bursa

scythe triggerfish, boomerang triggerfish

Sufflamen chrysopterus

halfmoon triggerfish

Sufflamen frenatus

Bridle triggerfish

Xanthichthys auromarginatus

bluechin triggerfish, guilded triggerfish

Xanthichthys caeruleolineatus

bluelined triggerfish

MONACANTHIDAE

Filefishes

Aluterus scriptus

scribbled filefish

Amanses scopas

broom filefish

Cantherhines dumerilii

barred filefish

Cantherhines pardalis

wire-net filefish

OSTRACIIDAE Trunkfishes
Ostracion meleagris spotted trunkfish
TETRAODONTIDAE Puffers

Arothron hispidus

whitespotted puffer

Arothron meleagris

guineafowl puffer

Canthigaster amboinensis

Ambon sharpnose puffer

Canthigaster janthinoptera

Canthigaster solandri

spotted sharpnose puffer

DIODONTIDAE

Porcupinefishes

Diodon hystrix

porcupinefish

Diodon liturosis

shortspine porcupinefish




