
Plant species of Howland Island NWR 
 
Compiled from unpublished USFWS trip reports. 

 

Scientific Name Common Name, 
(Hawaiian Name) 

Source* Observed 
by** 

Observed in 
2004 

Cocos nucifera coconut, 
(niu) 

I  no 

Casuarina sp. Ironwood I  no 

Pandanus sp. pandanus, 
(hala) 

I  no 

Digitaria pacifica Pacific crabgrass A d,e yes 

Lepturus repens Pacific Island thintail N a,b,c,d,e yes 

Boerhavia sp. alena N a,b,c,d,e yes 

Portulaca lutea portulaca, ‘ihi N a,b,d,e yes 

Portulaca oleracea portulaca, ‘ihi A a,b,d,e yes 

Sophora tomentosa yellow neclacepod W E no 

Tribulus cistoides puncturevine, nohu N a,b,c,d,e yes 

Cordia subcordata cordia, kou N a,c,d,e yes 

Coccoloba uvifera sea grape I c,d,e no 

Sida fallax ‘ilima A E no 

Scaevola taccada naupaka W F yes 

Suriana maritime bay cedar W F yes 

Tournefortia argentea tree heliotrope W g yes 

*Source:  N = native, I = introduced, A = accidentally introduced, W = wave carried 
** Collectors and Observers: 

a - E. Christophersen 1924 e - C.R. Long 1964 
b - E.H. Bryan 1938 f - Rauzon and Woodside 1998 
c - F. Sibley 1963 g - Depkin and Newton 
1995 d - P. Marshall 1963 


