
The Categories are: 
 

 
11th ANNUAL 2016 

MINGO SWAMP FLORA & FAUNA PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 
 
You’re invited to participate in Mingo Swamp Friend’s Mingo Swamp Flora & Fauna Photo Contest. The 
purpose of this contest is “To promote public awareness of the beauty, value, and uniqueness of Mingo 
National Wildlife Refuge.”  
 

Photos may depict the following categories in three Divisions (Youth - 17 years & under as of August 5, 2016; 
Adults – 18 + yrs.; and Professional – anyone of any age who earns more than ½ of their income from 
photography).  
 
           Youth                            Adult                          Professional             

Youth**    Mingo Landscape *          Professional ** 
      Native Wildlife 
      Native Plant/Fungi 
      People in Nature  * 
      Artistically Enhanced 
 
* Denotes that these categories must be taken on Mingo NWR (Mingo Landscape & People in Nature).  
** Professional and Youth photographs will be judged as one category. 
 

CONTEST RULES & REGULATIONS 
1. Photographs entered in the Native Wildlife and Native Plants categories must contain flora or fauna that is 

indigenous to Mingo NWR regardless of where the photo was taken. Photographs of captive wildlife will not be 
accepted. 

2. Photographs entered in the People in Nature category should portray activities such as fishing, hunting, hiking, 
photography, or wildlife observation. 

3. Photographs altered with computer graphics, digital enhancement, etc. must be entered in the Artistically Enhanced 
category and represent a theme from the above listed category.   

4. Photographers are responsible for submitting a completed signed entry form that identifies the division, category, 
and other information or the photograph will be disqualified. 
 

HOW TO ENTER 
• Photographs may be original or duplicated copies, black and white or color, of variable shape or size, but must fit in 

a 10”x14” dimension. No slides will be accepted. Attach the completed signed entry form to the back of the 
photograph. Indicate the top of the photo by writing “top” on the back side of the photo. Photographs will not be 
accepted for judging that have been matted or framed or have writing on the front of the photograph. 
 

• All entries must be accompanied by a completed U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service “Copyright Release Agreement” (FWS 
Form 3-2259) which can be found at (http://www.fws.gov/forms/3-2259.pdf); or on the Mingo Swamp Friends 
website at (http://www.mingoswampfriends.org/), or copies can be found at the Mingo Visitor Center. 

 

• This year the photo contest is free to enter. There is no limit to the number of photographs that may be entered.  If 
you wish to have your photographs returned to you, place a self-addressed stamped (SASE) envelope with the 
entries submitted.   

 

• Hand delivered entries will be accepted during normal Visitor Center hours: Monday – Saturday (8:30 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.), except for Federal holidays. Mingo NWR Visitor Center phone number is: 573-222-3589    

 
Mail entries to:  Mingo NWR                                              **ENTRY DEADLINE** 

c/o Photo Contest                                            Entries must arrive at the office by 4:00 p.m. on 
24279 State Highway 51     Friday, August 5, 2016 
Puxico, MO 63960 
 



• Judges for the event include photographers and biologists from the Mingo Swamp Friends, Mingo NWR, and 
other local conservation groups, and professionals in natural resource management and photography.  
 

• No information regarding the outcome of the contest will be released until September 2016. Contest winners 
will be announced when judging has concluded. All winning photographs will remain in the care of Mingo 
Swamp Friends and Mingo NWR until August 2017, while being displayed throughout the year at Mingo NWR 
Visitor Center and other public locations. If you wish to have your photographs returned to you, place a self-
addressed stamped (SASE) envelope with the entries submitted. If participants do not come and pick up 
photographs after August 2017 than the photographs will be disposed of. 

 

• Upon entry of photo contest, participants acknowledge that neither Mingo NWR, Mingo Swamp 
Friends, nor any sponsors of the contest are responsible for lost or damaged photographs, or liable for 
copyright or other legal disputes that may arise from this competition. All entrants agree to allow 
Mingo Swamp Photo Club and Mingo NWR rights to publish winning photos in future promotional 
publications without compensation. 

PRIZES 
Best of Show and Alternate Best of Show Photos will be used to make a Mingo National Wildlife Refuge 
Postcard that will be sold in the bookstore of the Visitor Center.  The Postcard will feature the title of the 
photograph along with the photographer’s name.  Best of Show, Alternate Best of Show, and the First and 
Second Place winners in each category will receive a certificate of recognition or a ribbon.  Other prizes to 
be determined. 
 

SPONSORED BY: 
Mingo Swamp Friends; U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Mingo National Wildlife Refuge; River Hills Traveler 

 
Fill out one form for each photograph and attach to the back of the photo. Please print legibly. 

- - - - - - Detach Here - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Please Print Clearly - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -Detach Here - - - - - -  

Photo Title:     

Location Taken: ____________   Date Taken (if known): _________  

Your Name:    Email: _________  
 
Street Address:     City: ________________________ 

 
State:  Zip Code:     Telephone: ___________________ 

 
Signature:   
 
For parent or guardian of underage children: I am the parent/guardian of this entrant, and I declare that I’ve 
read the contest rules and I am satisfied that it would benefit the interests of:  
(name and birthday of entrant):   to participate on the basis 
of those rules, terms, and conditions. 
 
Parent/Guardian Name:   

 
Signature:    Date:                                                             

 
Circle Division Entered:         YOUTH                ADULT                 PROFESSIONAL 
 
Circle Category Entered:        Mingo Landscape;     Native Wildlife;      Native Plant 
   
                                                                   People in Nature;     Artistically Enhanced        
 
All entries must be accompanied by a completed U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service “Copyright Release Agreement.”



 

General Information Continued 2012 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

 

Copyright Release 
Agreement 

 

Grant Full Copyright Release 
I, the provider,  affirm that the artwork, graphic design, photo, audio, video or other product(s) described 
below, was created by me alone in my private capacity and automatically qualifies for a U.S. copyright - if 
others were involved in its creation I affirm I have their permission to put into the public domain.  I agree to 
irrevocably dedicate that or those copyrights to the public domain. I also affirm the item(s) described below 
was not created in my capacity as a Federal Government employee (if applicable). 

 
As a result of being in the public domain, the USFWS, or anyone else, may freely publish, reproduce, use and/or 
distribute these products in any media without your approval or permission, with no monetary compensation to 
you and without temporal or geographic restriction. However, if the USFWS uses any of these products, it agrees 
to credit the provider. 

 
I, the provider, understand that if the foregoing representations concerning copyright ownership is 
determined to be incorrect or false, resulting in the USFWS or the U.S. Government being sued for copyright 
infringement, I agree to indemnify the USFWS and/or the U.S. Government for any resulting expenses 
arising from defending and/or settling such litigation. 

 

Grant Restricted Usage Rights 
I hereby allow the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to use my artwork, graphic design, photo, audio, video or other 
product in 
Service publications, productions, displays, the Internet, etc, with the following conditions: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Product Description(s) – describe each photograph or title submitted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Print Name Signature Date Phone or E-mail 
 
 

Service Representative                                        Office                                   Phone                   
 

FWS Form 3-2259  02/2011 


