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Join Us for Free, Fun, Programs!
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge
October, 2021
REGISTRATION & CAPACITY:
All refuge programs are FREE, but space may be limited. Preregistration is required for all
programs, unless otherwise indicated. Please call (978) 465-5753. Please Note: If a program
requires preregistration, your registration is not confirmed unless and until you receive a phone
call or voice mail message from a member of the refuge staff.
Programs conducted in the auditorium are limited to 85 attendees. Seats are filled on a first-come,
first-served basis. Admission of additional attendees will stop when capacity has been reached.
Please note that outdoor programs may be cancelled if there is inclement weather and/or
insufficient registration. Visit us on the web for more information:
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/parker_river/ or call Refuge Headquarters. The refuge visitor center is
located at 6 Plum Island Turnpike, Newburyport, MA.

In Honor of National Wildlife Refuge Week:
Walk Along the North Pool Dike at Parker River NWR!

Sunday, October 10th thru Saturday, October 16th – open sunrise to sunset
Once again, in honor of National Wildlife Refuge Week, refuge visitors will be able to take a
walk along the North Pool Dike, between the North Pool Overlook and Hellcat. Take
advantage of this special opportunity to enjoy a new perspective of both the Great Marsh and
the refuge’s largest impoundment. (Please note: Bicycles will not be allowed on the dike.)

Guided Birding Walk Along Hellcat Boardwalk Trail
Saturday, October 2nd, 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Join a refuge ranger for a birding walk along a section of the Hellcat Boardwalk Trail. Learn about the
habits and habitats of birds that can be seen and heard on the refuge at this time of year. Bring bug
spray and binoculars. The “new and improved” boardwalk is completely wheelchair accessible. Meet
at the Hellcat Parking Lot (Lot 4). Preregistration is required; enrollment limited to 15 people.

Bicycle Tour of Great Bay NWR
Monday, October 4th & Monday, October 25th; both sessions 9:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Join a refuge ranger for a behind the scenes tour, by bicycle, of Great Bay National Wildlife Refuge,
located in Newington, NH. Participants will have an opportunity to visit areas of the refuge that are
not normally open to the public. See a diversity of habitats and learn how the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is managing this very special landscape for wildlife. Cyclists will travel over generally level
terrain on a combination of paved and unpaved surfaces. The distance covered will depend on how
many stops are made and how much time is spent at each stop. Tour duration will be about 2 hours.

Appropriate for adults and children age 16 or older. Each participant must provide a either a
hybrid or mountain bike, helmet, and water bottle. Insect repellant, sun block, binoculars and/or
a camera are optional (provided these items can be safely stowed while biking). Meet the ranger in
the Great Bay NWR parking lot 15 minutes before the tour start time. Because of the ongoing
archery deer hunt season at Great Bay, program participants are encouraged to wear hunter
orange (e.g. shirt, hat, or vest). The program leader will have orange vests available for
participant use. Limited to 10 participants. Preregistration required. For directions to the refuge,
click on this link: https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/greatbay_directions.pdf

Macro Photo Shoot in a Cranberry Bog
Saturday, October 9th, 9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
The refuge contains a number of naturally formed cranberry bogs within the low depressions of
Plum Island’s dune lands. Join Ranger Poole for a special opportunity to photograph, ‘up close and
personal,’ some of the interesting plants that live in this very special and delicate habitat. Learn and
practice the fundamentals of “macro photography.” Program is limited to 10 people. Appropriate for
adults or children age 16 and above. Participants should (of course!), bring a camera. A tripod is
optional, but could be useful! Meet the ranger on the deck of the visitor contact station at Parking Lot
1. Preregistration required for this program.

Pines Trail Story Walk
Sunday, October 10th – Sunday, November, November 7th
Bring your family to the Pines Trail to enjoy a StoryWalk® full of short poems about the Island from
the book, The ABCs of Plum Island, Massachusetts by Jenn Bogard. Skip or walk along the way from
page to page, discovering ideas about our local wildlife, history, and industry. This self-guided, short
walk inspires families to talk about the everyday wonders around us here on Plum Island. This event
is supported by the Friends of Parker River National Wildlife Refuge. No Preregistration; simply
show up!

Drop-In Program: Birdwatching from the Hellcat Tower
Sunday, October 10th, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Monday, October 11th, Wednesday, October 13th & Friday, October 15th – each 11:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.
Seasoned and enthusiastic birders from the Friends of Parker River National Wildlife Refuge will be
stationed on the observation tower at Hellcat, equipped with a spotting scope, to help refuge visitors
to see, identify and understand whatever birds are in the immediate vicinity on these dates. This falls
into the category of an informal “drop-in” program. No Preregistration; simply show up.

Stories in the Garden
Wednesday, October 13 & Wednesday, October 27, both sessions 11:00 a.m. – Noon
Meet at the pollinator garden in front of the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge visitor center,
located at 6 Plum Island Turnpike in Newburyport. Join us for stories read by our local Newburyport
children's librarian. Stay for fun crafts and a self-guided walk to see the animals at the SpencerPierce-Little Farm. Most appropriate for younger kids. Brought to you by Parker River National
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge, in partnership with the Newburyport Public Library and
Historic New England. No need to preregister; simply show up!

Meet a Wild Cranberry Bog – Up Close and Personal!
Wednesday, October 13th, 1:00-3:00 p.m. AND Thursday, October 28th, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Learn about wild cranberries, and the natural bogs where they are found, on the refuge. This is a
program for all ages. Meet the ranger at the visitor contact station at Parking Lot 1, where everyone

will meet before heading over to the cranberry bog. After learning about cranberry history, and the
bog ecosystem with its soil structure, plant, and animal components, we will each pick a small bag
of cranberries to take home. Please wear waterproof boots and come dressed for the weather.
Preregistration required.

Great Bay Walkabout Saturday
Saturday, October 16th; 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
This is a special event to celebrate the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's National Wildlife Refuge Week!
Great Bay National Wildlife Refuge encompasses over 1100 acres of beautiful New Hampshire
forests, fields, and shoreline. On this Saturday in October, visitors will be welcome to explore, on foot,
certain areas of the refuge that are normally closed to the public. Enjoy expansive views of Great Bay
from Woodman Point. (Note: Pedestrian access only into the normally closed areas of the refuge.
Please no bikes and no pets.) Because of the ongoing archery deer hunt season at Great Bay,
program participants are encouraged to wear hunter orange (e.g. shirt, hat, or vest). No
preregistration for this event; simply show up! Here are directions to the
refuge: http://www.fws.gov/.../Great_Bay/visit/plan_your_visit.html

Salt Marsh Art at Sunset
Wednesday, October 20th, 4:45 - 6:30 p.m.
Join refuge staff to appreciate the beauty of the salt marsh through art. Participants will use their
senses to observe the marsh, and sketch a landscape using colored pencils on paper. All skill levels
welcome. Suitable for Ages 10+. Clipboards, paper, and color pencils provided. Please bring a chair
to sit on. We will take advantage of the sunset at 5:55pm and Moon Rise (Full Moon) at 6:11pm. Preregistration required; limited to 10 participants. Meet at the Salt Pannes (on the refuge road, near
parking lot 3).

