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Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge Provides Mosquito Management Plan Update 
 
Bandon, Ore. – The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Coos County Public Health will continue 
to implement their Mosquito Management Plan for salt marsh mosquitoes at the restored Ni’les-
tun Unit of the Bandon Marsh National Wildlife Refuge in 2015. Monitoring for mosquito larvae 
is planned to begin in April depending on weather conditions, before the date when larvae begin 
appearing.  As was done last year, if larvae reach a predetermined threshold density they will be 
treated with the larvicide Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis, or Bti, by hand or backpack spreader. 
Bti is a naturally derived larvicide that kills mosquito larvae but is non-toxic to bees, moths, 
butterflies, fish, mammals, and birds when applied.  It was used last year to prevent twelve 
separate salt marsh mosquito flyoffs. 
 
Additionally, the Service will monitor the effectiveness of the 80,000 linear feet of new tidal 
channels that were dug in 2014 to drain about 80% of all the mosquito breeding pools 
inadvertently created during marsh restoration.  Based on monitoring results, the Service will dig 
additional channels as needed to drain more mosquito breeding pools.   
 
“The goal is to eliminate the vast majority of the pools that produce mosquitoes so future 
larvicide application will no longer be necessary,” said Acting Project Leader Rebecca Chuck. 

Last year, monitoring for mosquito larvae and adults continued into October.  The plan for 2015 
is to again track active mosquitoes until the end of the breeding season.  Mosquito eggs currently 
dormant in the marsh are expected to start hatching around mid-April.   

“Because of the Bti treatments and breeding habitat reduction that occurred last year, we expect 
only a small fraction of last year’s numbers of mosquitoes to hatch this year,” said Chuck. 

The Service has provided funding to Coos County Public Health for monitoring and application 
of larvicide. The County issued a request for proposals from mosquito control companies to 
provide monitoring and treatment for mosquitoes on the Refuge. The deadline for proposal 
submission is 2/26/2015 at 2 pm. The County expects to award a contract in March.  That 
contractor will work closely with Coos County Public Health and new Bandon Marsh Refuge 
Manager Eric Mruz to implement this year’s plan. 
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For updates on the Integrated Marsh Management Approach at Bandon Marsh Refuge:  
www.fws.gov/oregoncoast/bandonmarsh/Mosquito.html.  

Coos County Public Health:  

http://www.co.coos.or.us/Departments/HealthandHumanServices/PublicHealth/EnvironmentalHealth/
Mosquito-Vector.aspx  

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect, 
and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American 
people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in fish and wildlife conservation, known for our 
scientific excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, dedicated professionals, and 
commitment to public service.  
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