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A Message from Monomoy
We are launching Monomoy Highlights for 

the 2017 summer season! These bi-weekly 

updates will include information about our 

2017 Field Season, Visitor Services, and 

Upcoming Events. We are also adding a 

new section, "Monomoy Tales." Monomoy 

Tales will make you laugh, cry, and 

everything in between.   

We appreciate feedback and would love to 

hear your thoughts. Is there anything you 

think should be included in this series? 

Feel free to contact us at 1 (508) 945-0594.

Monomoy Tales

My experiences on the island have ranged from long beautiful 

walks on the beach to dashing between tents avoiding the sharp 

beaks of angry terns. As a tern intern, I spend 5 days a week on 

the island, sleeping in our field camp with usually 2-3 other 

interns and or technicians. My position started in mid-May and 

will end in mid-August.   

Monomoy encompasses the feeling of raw wildness. A place 

that isn’t meant to accommodate mankind. It is a remnant of 

true wilderness, roadless, with no direction. Guided only by 

seasons, tides, and weather. It is a reminder of the changes we 

have imparted on the world around us. 

                                                - Megan Miller, Monomoy Tern Intern 

Monomoy Highlights 

VISITOR CENTER: 30 WIKIS WAY CHATHAM, MA 02633  (9AM-5PM)         1 (508) 945-0594

Biological technicians located the first black skimmer nesting on the Refuge since 2012.  

Refuge staff joined partners in Chatham Harbor for the second year to attempt to disentangle 

seals from marine debris and to test new methods for detecting entanglement. Partners include 

the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Marine Mammal Center, 

International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution (WHOI), 

and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Unfortunately, no seals were successfully tranquilized and 

disentangled this week due to challenging weather conditions and limited access due to tides. 

Hatching piper plovers Credit: USFWS

biweekly updates



2017 Field Season

Visitor Services

On June 7-10 the Refuge conducted its annual 

common tern census on South Monomoy Island. 

Over 20 Refuge staff and volunteers counted 11,723 

nests in total! This is 1,218 more nests than in 2016. 

This count confirms Monomoy National Wildlife 

Refuge’s rank of largest common tern colony on the 

eastern seaboard. 

Common terns nest in dense colonies to afford 

greater protection from predators. Individuals dive 

bomb, peck, and defecate on intruders to deter 

them from feeding on eggs or chicks. This mobbing 

behavior makes research in the colony particularly 

difficult, so biologists wear protective hardhats while 

working in the colony! Nesting colonies also provide 

protection for other bird species, including the 

laughing gull and federally endangered roseate 

terns, which take advantage of the common terns’ 

aggressive behavior. In a separate survey, crew 

members counted 754 least tern nests on the island. 

Annual Seabird Census

A common tern flies over the camera with the 

biological research camp in the background 

on South Monomoy Island

On June 22, 15 people from USFWS, the North 

Carolina Botanical Garden, and Massachusetts 

Department of Fish & Wildlife planted seabeach 

amaranth                                      on the eastern side 

of South Monomoy Island, the final step in a federal 

project encompassing six National Wildlife Refuges 

in four states and two USFWS regions. 

Seabeach amaranth is a federally threatened 

annual plant endemic to the Atlantic coast from 

South Carolina to Massachusetts. Populations have 

declined due to development and recreational use 

of beaches, especially vehicles. Monomoy’s federal 

wilderness designation makes the Refuge a perfect 

place to establish seabeach amaranth and give the 

plant the highest chance of success. 

Approximately 2,000 seeds the size of poppy seeds 

were planted in 14 plots along the eastern side of 

South Monomoy Island. North Carolina Botanical 

Garden was key in providing seeds for use in the 

entire project, an effort that was several years in the 

making. Funding for the project came from the

USFWS Cooperative Recovery Initiative (CRI), which 

focuses on large-scale projects for the recovery of 

critically endangered species. 

We look forward to monitoring the plots to 

determine germination rates, plant survival, and 

ultimately, the success of the project to establish 

seabeach amaranth on the Refuge. 

Seabeach Amaranth Planting

(Amaranthus pumilus)

Within several days of one another, two juvenile humpback whales stranded on South Monomoy 

Island. Refuge staff transported International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) staff by boat to the 

island. Biologist Kate Iaquinto assisted with the necropsy. The team is currently analyzing data to 

determine why the whales stranded. 

On June 21st, a great white shark sighting was confirmed off of Monomoy. You can learn more 

about shark conservation through the Atlantic White Shark Conservancy (atlanticwhiteshark.org).

 B. Mattson

One of 14 plots on South 

Monomoy Island with a 

sign informing visitors 

about the project. 

Credit: Bob Wernerehl



STAY CONNECTED 

ON FACEBOOK

Visitor Services

Hi friends, this is Paige and Tien! We are 

Monomoy's Visitor Services interns this 

summer. We are super excited to show you 

our beautiful backyard, Monomoy National 

Wildlife Refuge!  

Come discover the wildlife, habitat, history, 

and research of Monomoy NWR on our 

guided nature walks. These walks are 

scheduled Friday-Sunday at 10:00am, 

1:00pm, and 3:00pm and start at the Visitor 

Center. All ages are welcome and binoculars 

are available to borrow. We also have kids' 

scavenger hunt backpacks for young trail 

adventurers. Please contact us with any 

questions or access needs!

Every Tuesday (starting July 11): 3:00-6:30pm 

Chatham Farmer's Market 

- Check us out at the Chatham Farmer's Market! We   

  will be talking about the Refuge and visitor 

  opportunities.  

- 1652 Main St Local Color Art Gallery/ Ocean State     

  Job Lot, Chatham, Massachusetts 02633 

Every Weekend: 10am, 1pm, 3pm 

Guided Nature Walks 

- Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge 

  30 Wikis Way, Chatham, MA 02633 

July 11: 7pm 

Friends of Monomoy Summer Series 2017 

- Andrea Bogolmoni, "Seals as Sentinels of  Ocean   

  and Human Health" 

- Chatham Community Center 

   702 Main Street, Chatham, MA 02633 

July 16: 9am-1pm 

Monomoy Point Lighthouse Tour 

- Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge 

  30 Wikis Way, Chatham, MA 02633 

*Pre-registration required 

July 19: 7pm 

Friends of Monomoy Summer Series 2017 

- Brenda Boleyn, "THE HORSESHOE CRAB:  Is its luck   

  running out?" 

- Chatham Community Center 

   702 Main Street, Chatham, MA 02633 

Upcoming Events

Rosa rugosa found on the Morris Island Trail

Check out the Morris Island Trail!

Tien Tran

Tien Tran
Tien Tran


