
 

COMPATIBILITY DETERMINATION 

Use:  Firewood Harvest 

Refuge Name:  Mingo National Wildlife Refuge 

Establishing and Acquisition Authority(ies): Mingo National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) was 
established in 1944 under the authority of the Migratory Bird Conservation Act and the 
Refuge Recreation Act. 

Refuge Purpose(s):   

“…for use as an inviolate sanctuary, or for any other management purpose for migratory 
birds.”  16 U.S.C. 715d (Migratory Bird Conservation Act) 

“…suitable for – (1) incidental fish and wildlife-oriented recreation development, (2) 
protection of natural resources, (3) the conservation of endangered species or threatened 
species…” 16 U.S.C. 460K-1 (Refuge Recreation Act) 

An additional purpose for the refuge was identified when Congress designated the 7,730 acre 
Mingo Wilderness in 1976. 

“…prioritizes public uses that are recreational, scientific, educational, scenic, or of 
conservation or historical value as primary refuge objectives permit.”  Public Law 88-577 
(Wilderness Act) 

National Wildlife Refuge System Mission:  “The Mission of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System is to administer a national network of lands and waters for the conservation, 
management, and where appropriate, restoration of the fish, wildlife, and plant resources and 
their habitats within the United States for the benefit of present and future generations of 
Americans.” 

Description of Use:  This Compatibility Determination updates and supersedes the 
Compatibility Determination developed concurrently with the Refuge’s Comprehensive 
Conservation Plan (CCP) authorized in 2006. This Compatibility Determination will provide 
for legitimate firewood collection of fallen trees within the roadways on lands of the Mingo 
National Wildlife Refuge.  

This use occurs annually by fewer than 10 individuals and is dependent on storm related tree 
falls.  The wood is to be used only for personal use and not sold for profit. Only fallen trees 
blocking roadways or within the road right-of-way are authorized for removal. Firewood 
harvesting is conducted under the terms and conditions of a Special Use Permit issued by the 
Refuge Manager. The terms of the Permit ensure compliance with Service policy and 
stipulations for public safety.  



 

Availability of Resources:  Refuge staff time is used to issue associated Special Use Permit 
and compliance inspections. The timber removal is beneficial to the Refuge, because staff 
would not have to remove the fallen trees, thus saving salary expenses.  

Anticipated Impacts of the Use:  The use occurs adjacent to existing roadways. The use is 
short duration with some noise disturbance for the operation of chainsaws. Overall the 
wildlife disturbance is minimal. Some cover for small mammals and reptiles is removed; 
however, the Refuge bottomlands provide ample opportunities despite this removal. The 
majority of removed timber has fallen too close to facilities and/or across roadways, where 
wildlife use is already restricted. 

Public Review and Comment:  The period of public review and comment will be 14 days 
and will be announced in the local newspaper, social media, website, and other relevant media 
outlets.  Comments will be summarized in this section after being received. 

Determination: 

         Use is Not Compatible 

   X      Use is Compatible with Following Stipulations 

Stipulations Necessary to Ensure Compatibility:  The following stipulations are required to 
ensure compatibility:  

1. All timber removal is authorized by Refuge Manager through issuance of a Special 
Use Permit.  

2. No motorized vehicles can be used beyond existing roadway.  
3. No firewood removal is authorized within the Wilderness Area.  
4. Permitee will be required to follow all state and federal quarantines on firewood 

movement.  

Justification:  Harvesting firewood within prescribed guidelines will not materially interfere 
with or detract from the purposes of the Refuge or the mission of the Refuge System. Issuing 
Special Use Permits for the removal of firewood reduces road maintenance costs and frees 
maintenance staff to focus on other activities. 

 
Refuge Manager:                                                                                  
                                  (Signature and Date) 
 
 
Regional Chief Concurrence:                                                                                    
                                           (Signature and Date) 
 

Mandatory 10- or 15-year Re-evaluation Date:    2026                                   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


