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What should | do if | find an Explosive Device? Lost Mound Unit Office:
: W2

1. STOP where you are. Address: 3159 Crim Dr, Savanna, IL
2. Do Not Touch or pick up the

object oranything nearit.  Phone: 815-273-3184

3. Mark the area with a hat or

piece of cloth. GPS Address: 42° 10.898 N
4. Walk Away on the same
path of entry. 090° 15.042 W

5. Call the Lost Mound Office

or the Amy Office Army: 815-273-8312
People with hearing impairments may contact the
refuge through the Federal Relay Number 1 800-
877-8339.
el [ Wi Savanna District Office—815-273-2732
" "3"5%?5,5 Website:

http://www.fws.gov/refuge/upper mississippi river
July 2014 http://www.stewardsumrr.org
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Past and Present

The Savanna Army Depot
(SVAD) is located in south-
western Jo Daviess and
northwestern Carroll Coun-
ties, lllinois. Founded in
1917, it was used for military |
munitions manufacturing,
testing, storage and recy-
cling. The 13,062 acre area

contains about 7,262 acres

of uplands and 5,800 acres

of bottomlands. The entire area is listed as a
statewide significant natural area by the lllinois Nat-
ural Areas Inventory. At least 45 lllinois endan-
gered and threatened plant and animal species
have been observed.

In 1995,
SVAD was
placed on the
Army's BRAC
closure list
and was offi-
cially closed
on March 18,
2000.

The land has been divided between Federal and
State conservation agencies, Army Corp of Engi-
neers and the Jo-Carroll Local Redevelopment Au-
thority (LRA). The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
received 9,857 acres establishing Lost Mound Unit
(LMU) of the Upper Mississippi River National Wild-
life and Fish Refuge.

How Lost Mound Unit Got lts Name (Folklore)

The Metes and Bounds surveys of the early 1800’s
used a method of mapping that used natural land
features such as trees and streams or land owner-
ship along with distance to describe plats of land.
When the US Geological Survey (USGS) did the
topological surveys in the late 1800’s, they found no
description of Lost Mound in the Metes and Bounds
Survey. When USGS added elevations to land sur-
veys Lost Mound was found. Being that National
Wildlife Refuges are typically named after geologi-
cal features in the surrounding area and Hanover
Bluff, Apple River Canyon and the Upper Mississip-
pi River names were taken “Lost Mound” was an
easy choice.

Public Use

The Lost Mound Unit Office is a good source for current
information regarding access. The Office is open from
7:30 am to 4:00 pm on Monday through Friday, when
Refuge staff are present.

Due to the Army’s historical use, there is potential for
unexploded ordinance or munitions of explosive concern
still present on parts of Lost Mound Unit. Because of
these hazards, much of Lost Mound is closed to the
public until cleanup of the contaminated sites is complet-
ed. Access to the closed area is available through van
tours sponsored bi-monthly by the Stewards of the Up-
per Mississippi River Refuge. Tours are free and open
to the general public, reservations are required. Dates
of the tours and reservation
information can be found by
contacting the Ingersoll
Wetlands Learning Center
at 815-273-2732 or via the
Stewards website at
www.stewardsumrr.org.

N
Portions of Lost. Mound Unit Birding Van Tour
that are accessible by auto-
mobile include the 3.2 mile
River Road Wildlife Drive that runs from the Lost Mound
Unit Office along the western border of the property and
next to the Mississippi River to the Black Oak Dune
Overlook.

Hiking access is located immediately north of the Lost
Mound Office. An accessible one-half mile trail leads
hikers through a sand prairie, black oak savanna, and
ends at the Brickhouse Slough Overlook. A 1 mile long
primitive trail can also be accessed near the overlook
that travels though wooded timber and prairie.

River bottom areas are accessible by boat which include
Crooked Slough and all islands and backwaters west of
Crooked Slough.

Two specialized deer
hunting programs are
available for youth and
for persons with disabili-
ties.

Significance for Conservation

Before Europeans settled the Midwest, lllinois was cov-
ered with 22 million acres of prairie. Since then, the
Prairie State has lost 99.99% of its pre-settlement prai-
rie. The uplands at LMU support the largest contiguous
remnant of sand prairie/sand savanna in lllinois making
it a vital refuge for plants, animals, and people. In 2004,
LMU was designated as one of 52 Important Bird Areas
throughout lllinois by the National Audubon Society.
This large expanse of prairie habitat is significant for
declining grassland birds, including upland sandpiper,
western meadowlark, loggerhead shrike, and grasshop-
per, Henslow’s, and lark sparrows. In addition, LMU
and the adjacent bluffland is the only location in Illinois
where a continuum of riverine, prairie, and upland forest
communities are protected as an ecosystem landscape.
The diversity of habitats is important for both breeding
and migrant birds. The 255
bird species recorded include
110 spring or fall migrants,
38 year-round residents, 90
summer residents, and 17
winter residents. LMU is
home for several nesting
eagles and hosts large con-
centrations of migrating bald
eagles. Loggerhead Shrike

Topography and Soils

As the Wisconsinian glaciers melted and receded about
10,000 years ago, periodic meltwater floods deposited
vast amounts of sand. Prevailing winds from the west
piled most of this sand on the east side of the river in
large sand terraces. LMU has the highest (70ft) and
longest (7.5 miles) sand dune along the Mississippi Riv-
er in the State.

The Uplands

The uplands support an extensive sand prairie, as
well as smaller areas of sand savanna and forest.
Little bluestem and June grass are common spe-
cies and black oak is the dominant sand savanna
tree. Atleast 13 endangered or threatened plant
species occur in the uplands, including species
whose only known location in lllinois is on LMU.

At least 176 bird species have been observed in
the uplands. The large expanse of sand prairie/
sand savanna contains perhaps the largest popula-
tions in lllinois of sensitive species such as the
grasshopper sparrow and western meadowlark. In
addition to those already mentioned are blue gros-
beak, field sparrow, dickcissel, vesper sparrow,
eastern meadowlark, bobolink, orchard oriole, and
red-headed woodpecker. A number of characteris-
tic sand prairie reptiles are found including the or-
nate box turtle
and western hog-
nose snake.
Among the nu-
merous resident
mammals are
deer, coyote, rab-
bit, and badger.

“umm Ornate Box Turtle

The Bottomlands

The bottomlands are a mosaic of backwater
sloughs, lakes, islands and floodplain forest com-
posed of hardwood trees, predominately silver ma-
ple and cottonwood. At least 167 species of birds
have been observed in the bottomlands.

The Mississippi River channel and backwaters sup-
port excellent fisheries and provide habitat for at
least 75 species of fish. Common fish species in-
clude: walleye, sauger, channel catfish, crappie,
smallmouth and largemouth bass. Also found here
are the state listed endangered lake sturgeon,
western sand darter, and pallid shiner. Several
rare species of mus-
sels such as the Hig-
gins eye pearly mussel
have been found. A
mussel sanctuary is
located north of Lock
and Dam 12 to help
protect this unique part
of our natural heritage.
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