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Installation of Radio Repeaters at Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge
Increases ability to respond to emergency situations in remote sites
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) issued three Right-of-Way permits to the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) allowing for the upgrade of existing land mobile radio (LMR) equipment at Buck Peak on the Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge and for the installation of new LMR equipment at Granite Mountain and Christmas Pass. 
A temporary semi-portable LMR repeater is being installed at the Christmas Pass site, a wilderness area within the Refuge approximately 3.5 miles of Tule Well, under a special use permit. The temporary equipment may be replaced by a more permanent structure in the future, or it may be removed permanently if it is determined that it is not needed beyond the next few years. 

The repeaters are National Telecommunications and Information Administration compliant and will aid in reducing “no coverage” areas in remote or isolated locations. Installation of the repeaters will improve operational effectiveness, including emergency rescue operations, as well as provide greater safety measures for individuals assigned to work in remote sites.  
Where opportunities arise, the Service may co-locate LMR equipment to improve efficiencies, increase public safety and reduce the potential need for additional equipment in sensitive areas. The proposed LMR structures will cover less than 100 sq. feet in total. However, during installation up to 2,500 square feet could be temporarily impacted.  

An environmental assessment was completed for public review and a "Finding of No Significant Impact" (FONSI) was issued in September 2013 by the CBP.  The Service has found the installation of the LMR equipment to be compatible with the purpose of the Refuge, citing its need for agency and public safety. This action is also being assessed through a Minimum Requirements Analysis pursuant to the Arizona Desert Wilderness Act of 1990 and the 2006 Memorandum of Understanding between the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and the U.S. Department of the Interior and U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service works with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more information, visit www.fws.gov, or connect with us through any of these social media channels: Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr.

The U.S. Customs and Border Protection’s mission is to safeguard America's borders thereby protecting the public from dangerous people and materials while enhancing the Nation's global economic competitiveness by enabling legitimate trade and travel. For more information visit www.cbp.gov
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