FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




July 10, 2013
Final Comprehensive Management Plan Available for Iowa River Corridor
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) announces that a final Environmental Assessment and Comprehensive Management Plan for lands in the Iowa River Corridor are available. The Comprehensive Management Plan applies only to refuge lands in Benton, Iowa, and Tama Counties. National Wildlife Refuge lands were acquired in the Iowa River Corridor in 1995 subsequent to the 1993 flood. Refuge lands are administered from Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge in Wapello, Iowa. But these lands are managed by the Iowa DNR as part of the Iowa River Wildlife Unit on behalf of the FWS through a Memorandum of Understanding. The Management Plan establishes long term management direction, and clarifies wildlife habitat goals, agency roles, and public use opportunities.  
The Environmental Assessment outlined three alternatives that discuss habitat management and visitor services. The selected preferred alternative calls for management of grassland, forest, and wetland habitats for migratory birds and resident wildlife. It clarifies public uses allowed, and adds some infrastructure and information resources for the public to locate and recreate in the Iowa River Corridor. 
The plan can be downloaded from the Port Louisa National Wildlife Refuge website at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/port_louisa or by calling the Refuge office at 319-523-6982. Please contact Cathy Henry at 319-523-6982 for more information Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
