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Annual Waterfowl Hunt Data
[bookmark: _GoBack]Oak Harbor, Ohio
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge was created in 1961 with the help from funds from the Migratory Bird Conservation and Hunting Stamp Act, also known as the Duck Stamp Act. A large portion of the refuge had been owned and operated as duck hunting clubs for decades. Waterfowl hunting on Ottawa Refuge started in 1976. For the first 10 years the hunts were for geese only. Ducks were added to the controlled waterfowl hunts in 1986. During the 1990’s waterfowl hunting on the refuge went through a gradual transition from field hunting for geese to marsh hunting for all waterfowl. By 2001 all waterfowl hunts on refuge property were located in marsh units. This is a contributing factor why the number of ducks harvested has gradually increased over time while the number of geese harvested has gradually declined. 
By searching through refuge archives, duck hunt data can be traced as far back as 1976. By keeping record of hunt data from previous years it is possible for refuge staff to analyze the data and conclude how successful management practices have been on the refuge. The following table and figures display the waterfowl hunt results from 1976 to 2017. 
Table 1: Annual Waterfowl Data
	ANNUAL WATERFOWL HUNT DATA

	HUNT YEAR
	TOTAL HUNTERS
	DUCKS
	GEESE
	TOTAL BIRDS TAKEN
	BIRDS PER HUNTER

	1976
	739
	N/A
	283
	283
	0.38

	1977
	758
	N/A
	328
	328
	0.43

	1978
	798
	N/A
	306
	306
	0.38

	1979
	722
	N/A
	299
	299
	0.41

	1980
	723
	N/A
	184
	184
	0.25

	1981
	703
	N/A
	197
	197
	0.28

	1982
	704
	N/A
	267
	267
	0.38

	1983
	481
	N/A
	217
	217
	0.45

	1984
	484
	N/A
	250
	250
	0.52

	1985
	526
	N/A
	247
	247
	0.47

	1986
	529
	42
	144
	186
	0.35

	1987
	518
	38
	208
	246
	0.47

	1988
	566
	12
	163
	175
	0.31

	1989
	474
	70
	124
	194
	0.41

	1990
	463
	37
	111
	148
	0.32

	1991
	519
	71
	120
	191
	0.37

	1992
	520
	81
	181
	262
	0.50

	1993
	360
	36
	111
	147
	0.41

	1994
	248
	48
	63
	111
	0.45

	1995
	286
	38
	75
	113
	0.40

	1996
	249
	30
	50
	80
	0.32

	1997
	277
	82
	76
	158
	0.57

	1998
	270
	79
	52
	131
	0.49

	1999
	325
	154
	68
	222
	0.68

	2000
	407
	289
	57
	346
	0.85

	2001
	588
	632
	57
	689
	1.17

	2002
	505
	493
	54
	547
	1.08

	2003
	647
	646
	55
	701
	1.08

	2004
	541
	509
	42
	551
	1.02

	2005
	548
	587
	92
	679
	1.24

	2006
	454
	524
	24
	548
	1.21

	2007
	459
	417
	53
	470
	1.02

	2008
	459
	584
	83
	667
	1.45

	2009
	452
	286
	37
	323
	0.71

	2010
	411
	403
	42
	445
	1.08

	2011
	218
	156
	55
	211
	0.97

	2012
	172
	222
	19
	241
	1.40

	2013
	290
	328
	29
	357
	1.23

	2015
	275
	208
	11
	219
	0.80

	2016
	256
	271
	37
	308
	1.20

	2017
	355
	447
	53
	500
	1.41

	TOTAL:
	36471
	7820
	7222
	15042
	0.41


Table 1: The table above displays results from each waterfowl hunt taking place from 1976 to 2017. It must be noted that ducks were not allowed to be harvested until 1986. Overall, hunts on the refuge have been successful even when fluctuations can be noticed from previous years. Factors that may cause fluctuation in results from year to year include weather events, number of hunters participating, amount of food present for the waterfowl during the hunting season and a change in migration patterns. 
Figure 1: Ducks and Geese Harvested from 1976-2017

Figure 1: The graph above displays the number of ducks and geese that have been harvested every year from 1976 to 2017 on the Ottawa Complex. Increases and decreases in harvest numbers can be affected by many factors such as weather events, number of hunters participating, and the amount of food available during the hunting season. 
NOTE: The “flat-line” on the graph above represents the absence of ducks being included in the controlled waterfowl hunts on the refuge from 1976 to 1985. 

Figure 2: Hunter Participation from 1976-2017


Figure 2: Hunter participation for controlled waterfowl hunts throughout the years on the refuge is displayed in the graph above. The number of controlled hunt permits given out each year can vary due to conditions. Hunter participation is one aspect of the refuge’s management program that is crucial.



Hunter Participation from 1976-2017
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Ducks and Geese Harvested from 1976 to 2017
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