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 White-tailed Deer Hunt Annual Hunt Data
Oak Harbor, Ohio
	Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge started hosting controlled white-tailed deer hunts in 1996 as a means of deer population management. With a high deer population on the Ottawa NWR Complex, significant habitat degradation could be seen throughout the refuge. Originally those who were awarded a controlled white-tailed deer hunt permit were allowed to hunt with primitive weapons only. Controlled white-tailed deer hunts on the refuge grew between 1997 and 2003 as youth hunts, mobility impaired hunts and archery hunts were phased in to further manage the deer population on the refuge. Today youth hunts, adult gun hunts, mobility impaired hunts and archery hunts are still offered to those who apply to have a chance at receiving a controlled hunt permit from the Ohio Division of Wildlife. Deer hunts on the Ottawa Complex were initiated because deer surveys in 1994 and 1995 indicated a large deer population on refuge property. Throughout the 1990’s into the early 2000’s young trees would not be able to grow due to the large deer population. In order to feed and thrive the deer would eat the buds off of the growing trees resulting in very little growth from year to year.  In 1994 ground and aerial survey showed an average of 25.95 deer per square mile, while in 1995 survey showed an average of 31.6 deer per square mile. A target population of 15 deer per square mile was set based on research in the Midwest indicating that deer populations above this target population size can have a negative impact on the surrounding habitat for white-tailed deer and other wildlife species. Deer population surveys occurring in 2017 discovered that currently the refuge has an average population of 22.85 deer per square mile.
	All white-tailed deer hunt data going back to 2002 can be seen in the following tables and figures. By keeping record of hunt data refuge staff can determine how successful management practices have been on the refuge and can better analyze the success of the hunt each year. The following table and figures display white-tailed deer hunt results from 2002 to 2017.
Table 1: Annual White-tailed Deer Hunt Data: Archery and Gun Hunts
	ANNUAL WHITE-TAILED DEER HUNT DATA: ARCHERY AND GUN HUNTS

	HUNT YEAR
	TOTAL HUNTERS
	BUCKS
	BUTTON BUCKS
	DOES
	TOTAL DEER TAKEN
	HUNTER SUCCESS RATE

	2002
	161
	12
	15
	38
	65
	0.40

	2003
	206
	8
	12
	51
	71
	0.34

	2004
	182
	10
	11
	23
	44
	0.24

	2005
	173
	11
	9
	20
	40
	0.23

	2006
	144
	8
	12
	16
	36
	0.25

	2007
	166
	8
	8
	31
	47
	0.28

	2008
	150
	8
	9
	18
	35
	0.23

	2009
	164
	5
	5
	21
	31
	0.19

	2010
	162
	10
	4
	15
	29
	0.18

	2011
	153
	14
	3
	26
	43
	0.28

	0212
	145
	11
	2
	17
	30
	0.21

	2013
	136
	9
	0
	16
	25
	0.18

	2015
	143
	6
	7
	16
	29
	0.20

	2016
	143
	2
	7
	12
	21
	0.15

	2017
	132
	7
	3
	23
	33
	0.25

	TOTAL:
	2360
	129
	107
	343
	579
	0.25


Table 1: The table above displays white-tailed deer hunt results from the year 2002 to 2017. Overall hunts on the refuge have been successful even though fluctuations can be noticed from previous years. The success rate for a white-tailed deer hunts can be affected by multiple factors with weather being a huge contributor. Harsh winters and low food abundance can lower the deer population significantly. The refuge offers prime white-tailed deer habitat which is one reason why managing the species is needed in order to keep numbers at carrying capacity. 
Figure 1: Does, button bucks, and bucks harvested from 2002-2017

Figure 1: The graph above displays the number of does, bucks, and button bucks that have been harvested on the refuge from the year 2002 to 2017. Fluctuations concerning harvest numbers throughout the years can be a result of multiple biotic and abiotic factors. Weather can be a huge factor when it comes to hunt success but factors such as food abundance and hunter experience can also affect the success of the archery or gun hunt.
Figure 2: Hunter Participation from 2002-2017

[bookmark: _GoBack]Figure 2: Hunter participation is displayed in the graph above. The number of controlled hunt permits given out each year has varied from year to year based on multiple conditions. Hunter participation is crucial to the refuge habitat management program. 

Hunter Participation from 2002 to 2017
Hunter	
2002	2003	2004	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2015	2016	2017	161	206	182	173	144	166	150	164	162	153	145	136	143	143	132	Years

# Hunters


Does, Button Bucks, and Bucks Harvested from 2002 to 2017 
Does	
2002	2003	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2015	2016	2017	38	52	20	16	31	18	21	15	26	22	16	16	12	23	Button Bucks	

2002	2003	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2015	2016	2017	15	12	9	12	8	9	5	4	3	4	0	7	9	7	Bucks	
2002	2003	2005	2006	2007	2008	2009	2010	2011	2012	2013	2015	2016	2017	12	8	11	8	8	8	5	10	14	15	9	6	2	3	Year

# Harvested
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