
      Haller’s Haven Nature Trail  

by Doug Raasch 

 

 

 There are many ways to enjoy Hagerman Wildlife Refuge.  Some visitors like to drive the 
roads looking for photo opportunities or to catch a glimpse of a new bird to add to their personal list.  
Others like to get comfy in a spot and let the wildlife come to them.  

 My favorite way to enjoy Hagerman is to walk one of the many trails.  On the rare occasion 
that wildlife doesn’t show up, the trail hiker can still enjoy the peace and quiet and appreciate the 
fact that he/she got some exercise.  The Visitor Center volunteers know that most folks that come in 
for information are looking for a “trail” to walk and, hopefully, see wildlife.  The hike that every visitor 
should be offered is the newly named “Haller’s Haven Nature Trail.”  The name was chosen in April, 
2009, by popular vote.     

 To reach the trail, from the Visitor Center, go north across the low water crossing, the 
road will turn left just north of the intersection with Hagerman Road; then take the first right 
turn and continue into the Day Use Area, keeping right at the fork; you will see a sign indicat-
ing the entrance to  the trail.  A few hundred feet from the entrance, you will come to Picnic Pond. 
Turn left and cross the steel bridge to see Haller’s Pond on your right, and the lake  on your left.   
This is one of the few places on the refuge that visitors are guaranteed to will see wildlife.  As you 
walk the road that defines the pond you will see and hear wading birds of all kinds.  The herons, ob-
jecting to your presence, make a fabulous squawk 
that is somewhere between a very old rusty gate 
hinge and an unhappy burro. 

 Haller’s Pond is a true Hagerman gem.  Year 
round there is a flow of activity that never disap-
points.  In addition to the many birds, the pond is 
also a good place to see stately turkeys, wild pigs, 

and deer.   A red fox has been seen just past the 

pond.  Paw impressions in the path also indicate 
coyotes and bobcats inhabit this area.  

 The pond is also a jumping-off point for those 
who are looking for a more strenuous adventure.  A 
hiker can continue on up the hill and walk a mowed 
loop trail while looking for upland birds.  At about 
the one mile mark this trail turns west and follows 
the fence into the trees.  After ½ mile, turn to the 
south on an old road and walk ¾ mile to a T in the 
road.  The walker has a choice of turning east 
heading for home or going straight ahead to a view 
of Lake Texoma.  This detour is only ½ mile round 
trip.  After returning to the T, the hike will be less 
than 1 ½ miles to the parking lot. 
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