
Sand Lake Refuge Waterfowl Estimate:  Week of October 8, 2017 

The fall migration is just getting started in the Sand Lake NWR area. The Auto Tour Route and refuge roads will close 
for the season on Friday, October 20th. 

Tundra Swans:  50 – 100 

Snow Geese:  Several small flocks (20 – 100) observed in the last week.  No large flocks.  

White-fronted geese:  Several small flocks flying over the refuge.  There are approximately 100 on the refuge. 

Canada geese:  Local population using the refuge.  There are minimal non-local birds here.  

Ducks:  Blue-winged teal have migrated out of the area.  Green-winged teal numbers are increasing along with 
mallards, gadwalls and pintails.  Some diving ducks have been observed on the refuge.  

Updates will occur weekly until the fall migration ends.   

 

Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Estimate:  Week of October 16, 2017 

The fall waterfowl migration continues to slowly build up.  The only significant change from last week is the increased 
number of swans on the refuge.  All other species of waterfowl are slowly increasing.  

Area Harvest Status:  Beans mostly harvested prior to rain over the weekend.  Some landowners have just recently 
started combining corn.  The majority of corn is unharvested.   It is anticipated that corn harvest will get underway this 
week with forecasted temperatures in the 60’s and low 70’s. 

The fall migration is just getting started in the Sand Lake NWR area. The Auto Tour Route and refuge roads will close 
for the season on Friday, October 20th. 

Tundra Swans:  500 – 1000 

Snow Geese:  Several small flocks (100 – 200).  No large flocks.  

White-fronted geese:  Several small flocks flying over the refuge.  

Canada geese:  Local population using the refuge.  There are minimal non-local birds here.  

Ducks:   Green-winged teal numbers are increasing along with mallards, gadwalls and pintails.        

 

Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Estimate:  Week of October 23, 2017 

The news for this report is much the same as last weeks report due largely to above average temperatures.  The only 
noticeable difference from last week is an influx of northern shoveler ducks feeding on the refuge.  

Area Harvest Status:  Bean harvest is complete.  Some area farmers are combining corn today and should be all 
week.  

The Auto Tour Route and refuge roads were closed for the season last Friday, October 20th. 

Tundra Swans:  500 – 1000 

Snow Geese:  Several small flocks (100 – 200).  No large flocks.  

White-fronted geese:  An increase of 1,000 over last week.    

Canada geese:  Local population using the refuge.  There are minimal non-local birds here.  

Ducks:   Increases in mallards, gadwalls and pintails continue.  Mallards are starting to field feed in and around the 
refuge.  

Very strong NW winds are forecasted for this week with much cooler temperatures too.  We expect a greater influx of 
all waterfowl by the end of this week and into the weekend.   

 

 



Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Estimate:  Week of October 30, 2017 

The trend continues… and the trend is this - very minor changes in overall waterfowl numbers using the refuge.   The 
fall migration continues, but at a very subtle pace.  With an overnight low of 5 degrees last Friday evening and strong 
NW winds, we were expecting an influx of all waterfowl especially snow geese.  That did not happen.  The only areas 
of the refuge that are ice covered are the shallow back-water areas of the marsh.  All deeper water areas are not ice 
covered.  

Local harvest information:  Corn harvest still underway with approximately 50% complete.  

The Auto Tour Route and refuge roads were closed for the season on October 20th. 

Tundra Swans:  300 – 500 

Snow Geese:  4,000 No large flocks.  

White-fronted geese:  200 - 500    

Canada geese:  An increase in dark geese, primarily Canada geese.  Estimate 1,500 – 2,000.  

Ducks:   Increases in mallards, gadwalls and pintails continue, but again at a subtle pace.  An increase in diving 
ducks, lesser scaup, bufflehead, hooded merganser and common merganser were observed today (10-30).  

Strong NW winds are forecasted again for this week with cooler temperatures too (14 degrees tonight).     

 

Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Estimate:  Week of November 6, 2017 

There has been a significant change in waterfowl numbers since last week’s report.  A large influx of snow geese 
arrived yesterday (November 5th) to an ice covered Sand Lake NWR.  The primary roosting areas of the refuge are 
ice covered and only small areas of river channel are open at a few small areas of the refuge.  

The weather forecast for this week is cold with daytime highs below 32 degrees and night-time lows in single digits to 
low teens above zero.  We do not expect the refuge to open up again during this late fall period.   

Local harvest information:  Corn harvest still underway, approximately 65% complete.  

Tundra Swans:  300 – 500 

Snow Geese:  300,000.  Roosting within the Sand Lake Pool, NE of refuge headquarters – south of Highway #10.     

White-fronted geese:  1,000    

Canada geese:  An increase in dark geese, primarily Canada geese.  Estimate 3,500 –5,000.  

Ducks:   Decreasing numbers of duck species with primarily mallards remaining (10K)   

 

Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Estimate:  Week of November 13, 2017 

Large numbers of snow geese remain on the Refuge and within the Brown County area.  Estimates are the same as 
last week.  The duck population, primarily mallards, remains fairly high and field hunting for both mallards and snow 
geese are excellent throughout the area.  The refuge and all small wetlands remain frozen.   

The weather forecast for this week is mild with above average temperatures throughout the week.     

Local harvest information:  Corn harvest still underway, approximately 85% complete.  

Tundra Swans:  100 – 150 

Snow Geese:  300,000.  Roosting within the Sand Lake Pool, NE of refuge headquarters – south of Highway 
#10.    Putney Slough, south east of Sand Lake NWR continues to hold very high populations of mallards and snow 
geese. (estimate of 50K ducks and 300K+ snow geese) 

White-fronted geese:  250    

Canada geese:  3,500 –5,000.  

Ducks:   Decreasing numbers of duck species with primarily mallards remaining (30K) 



Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Estimate:  Week of November 20, 2017 

Waterfowl numbers are starting to decrease on Sand Lake NWR.  Most of the open water on the Refuge last week 
froze again over the weekend.  There are currently some small pockets of open water scattered across the Refuge. 

The weather forecast for this week is mild with above average daytime temperatures throughout most of the week, 
although overnight lows will be well below freezing.  We will likely see continued freezing and thawing of the Refuge 
pools throughout the week.  As this happens, waterfowl numbers usually slowly decrease also.  

Local harvest information:  Corn harvest is almost complete, with only a few scattered fields left that haven't been 
harvested.  

Snow Geese:  150,000 mostly roosting south of Hwy 10 on Sand Lake 

Canada geese:  2,000 - 3,000 mostly north of Hwy 10 on Mud Lake, with a few smaller bunches north of Weismantel 
Grade. 

Ducks:   20,000 Mallards remain with a few small scattered groups of other species such as Goldeneyes and 
Common Mergansers.  

 

Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Estimate: Week of November 27th, 2017 

Waterfowl numbers continue to decrease on the refuge 

Warmer weather has melted some of the ice on the refuge creating more open water areas for waterfowl to 
use.  However, most have already left to more southern areas off the refuge.   

What remains are small flocks of dark geese and mallards.  Estimates are 2,000 of each species.   

The mild weather will cease by next Monday and a significant cold trend is forecasted for the area, which will certainly 
freeze any remaining open water and drive the remaining waterfowl south.   

This will be the last fall waterfowl migration report for 2017. 

 


