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Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge
(establish in 1903)
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Market Hunting in the Early 1900’s
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Grebes

Green-backed Heron
Virginia Rail

Greater Yellowlegs
Sanderling

Laughing Gull

Common Tern

Black Tern

Ruffed Grouse

Greater Prairie Chicken
Northern Bobwhite
California Quail
Mourning Dove

Northern Saw-whet Owl
Northern Flicker
Red-headed Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Kingbird
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Blue Jay
Eastern Bluebird
American Robin
Northern Shrike

Brown Thrasher
Bohemian Waxwing
Cedar Waxwing
Blackburnian Warbler
Blackpoll Warbler
Wilson's Warbler

Tree Sparrow
White-throated Sparrow
Snow Bunting

Bobolink

Meadowlarks

Common Grackle
Northern Oriole
Scarlet Tanager
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Changes In Bird Species and Population Numbers

1900 - 2000

Actual changes in population numbers

Changes in bird ranges

Changes In survey technigues




Harriman Expedition of 1899
(late June-early July)

Osgood Expedition of 1900
(late August-early September)

Andrew J. Stone Expedition of 1901

(late June and late August)

Mary Miller 1960°s
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| Cofhmon Eider — Common around Kachemak Bay. Found
breeding around Homer.

Northwest Crow — Abundant as far west as Valdez. This is a
significant extension to the known range for this species.

Three-toed Woodpecker — only one specimen secured and it
was the first ones the natives had ever seen.




Common Eider — A few found during winter and early spring
around Kachemak Bay. No current breeding records.

Northwest Crow — Abundant as far northwest as Kenai.

Three-toed Woodpecker — Currently the most
common woodpecker on the
Kenai Peninsula. ™ =




1900 — 2000 Additional Observations

Black-capped Chickadee missing in 1900

American Robin Missing in 1900

Many waterfowl! species like Northern Pintail and
American Wigeon missing in 1900




Changes In Bird Species and Population Numbers

1900 - 2000

Actual changes in population numbers

Changes in bird ranges

Changes in survey timing and techniques




@ Active Bald Eagle Nest
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Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game Sandhill Crane Migration
Monitoring Project




summer 2001
summer 2002

fall migration 2001
winter locations 01/02
spring migration 2002

Lesser Sandhill Crane - 13386
Pacific Flyway Population 7 Oct -
Migration Route 17 March

Yellow Leg Band A02
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Spectacled Eider wintering in Bering Sea pack ice

Petersen, M.R., Larned, W. W., and Douglas, D. C. 1999.

At-sea distribution of spectacled eiders: A 120-year-old mystery
resolved. Auk 116:1009-1020.













Large River areas for migration and breeding
« Kenali Flats

 Kasilof Flats

« Chickaloon Flats

* Fox River Flats

Identified by Audubon as IBA’s, but carry no
enforceable protection




N
Kenai National Wildlife Refuge Vegetation Types in Proposed Kasilof River Flats A
Soldotna, Alaska Important Bird Area Nomination

Legend

Landcover Classification
Landcover Class

- Barren - wet

- Black spruce
- Herbaceous

- Lake

- Mixed conifer
- Mixed forest

|:| Stream

- Urban/Cultural
- Wetland - graminoid

B Wetiand - halophytic

3 - Wetland - shrub

I White/Lutz/Sitka spruce
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What we have learned over the past 100 years

Individuals can make a difference

Conservation is achieved through partnerships

We must plan for the future




“Wild beasts and birds are by right not the property of
the people who are alive today, but the property of
unknown generations, whose belongings we have no
right to squander.”

Theodore Roosevelt
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