INTRA-SERVICE SECTION 7 BIOLOGICAL EVALUATION FORM

Originating Person: Linh Phu
Refuge Project Leader
Eastern MA NWR Complex

Telephone Number: 978-579-4026
Date: July 31, 2020

I. Region: Northeast, Region 5
IL. Service Activity (Program): NWRS, Assabet River, Great Meadows, and Oxbow NWR
III.  Pertinent Species and Habitat:

A. List species and/or their critical habitat within the action area:
Northern Long-eared Bat (Myotis septentrionalis)

B. Proposed species and/or proposed critical habitat within the action area:
None

C. Candidate species within the action area:
None

IV.  Geographic area of station name and action:
The expansion of hunting at Assabet River, Assabet River, Great Meadows, and Oxbow NWR

V. Location:

A. Ecoregion Number and Name:
221 (R.G. Bailey, Ecoregions of the United States, 1995)

B. County and State:
Worchester and Middlesex County, Massachusetts

C. Section, township, and range (or latitude and longitude):
Harvard, Ayer, Shirley, Devens, Stow, Maynard, Hudson, Sudbury, Lincoln, Concord, Bedford,
Bilerica, Carlisle, Wayland

D. Distance (miles) and direction to nearest town:
The three refuge is within the towns of Harvard, Ayer, Shirley, Devens, Stow, Maynard,
Hudson, Sudbury, Lincoln, Concord, Bedford, Bilerica, Carlisle, and Wayland
Species/habitat occurrence:
Bat Surveys have been conducted on all three refuges through the use of acoustic detectors
surveys via stationary and walking surveys. Our last survey was conducted in 2015 and no
species occurrence has been documented for Northern long-eared bats on these three

refuges.



VI.

VII.

VIII.

Description of Proposed Action
We are proposing to expand hunting at Assabet River, Great Meadows, and Oxbow NWR to

include the following:

Assabet River NWR: Opening an additional 123 acres will be open for the first time bringing
the total area open to hunting to 2,273 acres for bear, coyote, deer, fox, grouse, rabbit, squirrel,
turkey, waterfowl, and woodcock.

Great Meadows NWR: Opening an additional 778 acres for the first time to hunting increasing
the total hunting acreage to 3,401acres. Species include bear, deer, coyote, turkey, and
waterfowl.

Oxbow NWR: Opening an additional 128 acres for hunting, increasing the total hunting
acreage to 1,671. Species include bear, deer, turkey, coyote, fox, grouse, rabbit, snipe, squirrel,
waterfowl, and woodcock.

Determination of Effects
A. Explanation of effects of the action on species and critical habitats in items III.

Surveys of all three refuges in this hunt expansion confirm no presence of Northern long-
eared bats. Therefore, we do not anticipate an effects of this action on this species.

B. Explanation of actions to be implemented to reduce adverse effects:
N/A

Effect determination and response requested:
A. Listed species/designated critical habitat:

Determination Response Requested

No effect/no adverse modification

(species: northern long-eared bat ) _ X No further consultation
needed

May affect, but is not likely to adversely
affect species/adversely modify critical habitat
(species: ) ___ Concurrence

May affect, and is likely to adversely
affect species/adversely modify critical habitat
(species: ) ___ Formal Consultation

B. Proposed species/proposed critical habitat:

Determination Response Requested




IX.

No effect/no adverse modification
(species: ) __ Concurrence

Is likely to jeopardize proposed species/
Adversely modify proposed critical habitat
(species: ) ____Conference

C. Candidate species:

Determination Response Requested
No effect
(species: ) ____ Concurrence

Is likely to jeopardize

(species: : ) __ Conference
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