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U. S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION STATEMENT FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
 
Within the spirit and intent of the Council on Environmental Quality's regulations for implementing the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and other statutes, orders, and policies that protect fish and 
wildlife resources, I have established the following administrative record and determined that the following 
proposed action is categorically excluded from NEPA documentation requirements consistent with 40 CFR 
1508.4, 43 CFR 46.210 and 516 DM 8.5. 
 
Proposed Action and Alternatives.  
 
The proposed action is to construct two new water catchments for Sonoran pronghorn (Antilocapra americana 
sonoriensis) within non-wilderness portions of Child’s Valley per the attached maps.  The first proposed site is 
approximately 0.5 mile east of the square mile Sonoran Pronghorn Captive Breeding Pen and is currently 
known as “East Release” (Figures 1 and 2 below).  The current temporary system established three years ago, is 
a series of small troughs fed by a water line from Tiller Well which is located approximately one mile west of 
the Pen.  The second site (Figures 3 and 4 below) is associated with the Adobe Forage Enhancement Plot and is 
intended to replace an existing small capacity (1000 gallon) trough and tank system that was filled from Adobe 
House Well via a two mile above ground irrigation line.  These water sources are both located within areas used 
by numbers of Sonoran pronghorn during the hot summer months when their water needs are greatest. 

These actions will replace both of the existing small capacity, high maintenance water sources currently at the 
sites (attached maps) through the construction of new permanent, large capacity water catchments.  The new 
catchments will eliminate the need to pipe water in for maintaining available water at these sites. Currently, the 
East Release water system requires weekly maintenance to ensure water availability during the summer months.     
The East Release site will also replace the need to maintain the Jack’s Well site (2.5 miles northwest of the pen 
in designated wilderness) as a water source for pronghorn and other wildlife.  At the Adobe Forage 
Enhancement Plot site, frequent vandalism along the two mile irrigation line often exceeds the ability of refuge 
staff to maintain the reliability of available water within the existing trough and tank system. 

Each new water catchment will consist of 24 sections of 24 inch diameter PVC pipe that are each 21 feet long.  
When joined end to end, the small end of each pipe section fits into the large end of the next pipe in line, 
effectively shortening each section to 20 feet long.  The configuration proposed for the underground pipe arrays 
for these catchments is three parallel rows of eight pipe sections each.  A space of six inches to one foot will 
separate each pipe row to allow for proper backfill to adequately stabilize the array.  When installed, the array 
will provide a total storage capacity of approximately 11,200 of water.   Therefore, the area to be excavated will 
be 160 feet long by 10 feet wide to a maximum depth of 3 feet. The area disturbed by the excavation will be 
double the size of the hole. This is due to piling soil along the side of the hole and the required maneuvering of 
the backhoe around the hole. Topsoil, if present, will be saved and returned to the area excavated.  The area will 
be restored to the original contour. Surface rocks will be returned to the excavated area to aid in restoring the 
natural appearance of the site.   
 
A walk-in 4’ wide x 7’ long x 30” deep trough would be connected to the storage pipes using flexible plumbing. 
Two collection points each will be installed to capture runoff from rain events so that the underground storage 
pipes self-fill, thus eliminating the need for piping water to these sites.  All PVC pipe would be buried at least 
one foot beneath the surface. Cacti would be avoided or salvaged and replanted within the excavated area.  
Based on our surveys at the sites during May, no columnar cacti were found within the project sites.  
Photographs of the area will be taken prior to the initiation of construction and the area will be leveled and 
replanted with the native vegetation that was removed from the site.  The visible component of each of these 
waters is limited to the collection points located in adjacent runnels and the walk-in trough.  As such, the project 
results in “only minor changes in the use of the affected local area.” [516 DM 8, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
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Section 8.5 Categorical Exclusions, B. Resource Management, (3)].  Figures 5 and 6 below depict the concept 
of “minor changes in the use of the affected local area” in a project of the same specifications completed within 
Child’s Valley in 2013. 

Trucks with flatbed trailers will be used to transport the PVC pipes, other components of the catchment and 
tools out to the sites using existing roads and trails.  Backhoes and participating personnel will access the 
project site along the same roads and trails. 
   
Child’s Valley is one of two areas within the historically occupied range within Arizona where herd restoration 
is an ongoing goal following the population collapse in 2002.  The Cabeza Prieta Comprehensive Conservation 
Plan Wildlife Stewardship Program and Environmental Impact Statement [CCP] 2007) states “Any new waters 
for Sonoran pronghorn that the Sonoran pronghorn recovery team determines to be necessary will be 
constructed at sites determined by consultation between the refuge and the recovery team.” 

The first “Narrative for Recovery Actions” statement specified in the Final Revised Sonoran Pronghorn 
Recovery Plan (1998) is to “Enhance the present population of Sonoran pronghorn to reach a recovery goal of 
300 adults” and to “decrease factors that are potentially limiting population growth.” The action statements that 
follow include: “Enhance Sonoran pronghorn numbers through fawn recruitment and, increase adult and fawn 
survival through habitat enhancement, investigation of food plots and water developments.” 

Alternatives include: 

1)  No action:  The existing small water sources will be continually maintained via pipelines from 
supporting wells.  East Release is currently supported by Tiller Well and the water source at Adobe 
Forage Plot is supported by Adobe House Well. 

2) Construct the catchment at Adobe Forage Plot only and maintain the East Release water via existing 
pipeline system.  East Release is the most reliable pipeline system of the two and the easiest to maintain. 

Categorical Exclusion(s).   
 
It is the Service's determination that these projects qualify as categorically exempted from additional 
environmental analysis per NEPA; as listed in 516 DM 8, Fish and Wildlife Service, Section 8.5 Categorical 
Exclusions, B. Resource Management, (3) "The construction of new, or the addition of, small structures or 
improvements, including structures and improvements for the restoration of wetland, riparian, in stream, or 
native habitats, which result in no or only minor changes in the use of the affected local area..."  No further 
NEPA documentation is therefore needed. 
 
Permits/Approvals.  
 
Prior to the implementation of the proposed action, an Intra Service Section 7 Biological Evaluation will be 
completed to address associated project work within Sonoran pronghorn habitat.  A cultural resource survey 
was completed at both sites on May 26, 2016.  Nothing was found at the proposed East Release site.  A stone 
hearth was found near the proposed Adobe Forage Plot site and the presence of an archeologist was requested   
during the excavation phase of this project.  No other permits or clearances are necessary for implementing the 
proposed action.  
 
Public Involvement/Interagency Coordination.   
 
The Service has coordinated this proposed action with the Arizona Game and Fish Department and with the 
Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Team (Recovery Team).  In addition to the Arizona Game and Fish Department, 
the Recovery Team includes the Cabeza Prieta NWR, Kofa NWR, FWS Ecological Services Tucson Field 
Office, Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, Barry M Goldwater Range - East and West, U.S. Border Patrol, 
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Bureau of Land Management, Tohono O'odham Nation, the Phoenix Zoo, the LA Zoo, the University of 
Arizona,  Sonora Commission of Ecology and Sustainable Development (CEDES), Pinacate Biosphere 
Reserve-CONANP, and Endangered Species Office-CONANP. 
 
 
This EAS will be posted on the CPNWR's webpage for 14 days and at the Post Office and public library.   
 
Supporting Documents.  
 

NEPA Compliance Checklist 

Cabeza Prieta Comprehensive Conservation Plan Wildlife Stewardship Program and Environmental Impact 
Statement [CCP] 2007) 

Final Revised Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Plan (1998) 

May 31, 2016 Cultural Resource Survey Email and Maps 

 

Project Leader: ________________________________________          Date:____________________ 

 

Figure 1. Proposed East Release Pronghorn Catchment Location 
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Figure 2.  Specific Site of Proposed East Release Pronghorn Catchment 

 

Figure 3.  Proposed Adobe Forage Plot Pronghorn Catchment Location 
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Figure 4.  Specific Site of Proposed Adobe Forage Plot Pronghorn Catchment 
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Figure 5.  Morgart Tank within Child’s Valley following completion in March, 2013 
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Figure 6.  View of Morgart Tank in January, 2016 

 




