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Fontenelle Forest Raptor Recovery to Release Two Juvenile Bald Eagles 
at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge on Saturday, December 12 

 
Missouri Valley, Iowa – Fontenelle Forest Raptor Recovery (FFRR) will release two rehabilitated juvenile bald eagles 
back into the wild at DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge on Saturday, December 12.  The public is invited to witness the 
release which will take place near the visitor center around 11:00 am. Visitors should meet at the visitor center by 10:50 
am.  
 
FFRR trained volunteer facilitators conduct programs state-wide throughout the year to increase public awareness about 
raptors, their role in our ecosystem, and habitat conservation. Observing an actual release of a recovered bird back into the 
wild is a special opportunity. One of the eagles to be released is a juvenile (about 2-3 years old) found down after a storm 
near Crosfton, Nebraska in September 2015. There were no adults in the area and the bird was thin. The second eagle to 
be released is also a juvenile found near Valentine, Nebraska in October 2015.  The eagle was suffering from mild lead 
poisoning.  
 
Adult bald eagles have the dark brown body and distinctive white head and tail.  In contrast, juvenile bald eagles have 
mottled brown and white plumage.  They gradually acquire the adult plumage as they mature, which takes about five 
years. Most bald eagles can breed at 4 or 5 years of age, but many do not start breeding until much older.  Bald eagles 
may live 15 to 25 years in the wild.  
  
Bald eagles are opportunistic feeders with fish comprising much of their diet.  They also eat waterfowl, shorebirds, 
colonial waterbirds, small mammals, turtles, and carrion (often along roads or at landfills). Because they are visual 
hunters, eagles typically locate their prey from a conspicuous perch, or soaring flight, then swoop down and strike.  
 
Fontenelle Forest Raptor Recovery is a 501(c)(3) education non-profit that rehabilitates orphaned or injured raptors. Each 
year, FFRR receives hundreds of injured, sick, poisoned, or orphaned birds of prey. They work with private citizens, the 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, law enforcement and animal control agencies, and utility companies throughout 
the state of Nebraska.   
 
DeSoto & Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuges are located north of Omaha, Nebraska along on U.S. Highway 30 
between Missouri Valley, Iowa and Blair, Nebraska and along U.S. Highway 75 near Ft. Calhoun, Nebraska.  For more 
information contact 712/388-4800 or email the refuge at desoto@fws.gov. Check our websites, 
www.fws.gov/refuge/desoto/ or www.fws.gov/refuge/boyer_chute/, for refuge updates.  Like us on Facebook - search for 
DeSoto and Boyer Chute National Wildlife Refuges. 
 
The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife, 
plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. For more information on our work and the 
people who make it happen, visit www.fws.gov. 
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