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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1U. S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION STATEMENT FOR CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
Within the spirit and intent of the Council on Environmental Quality's regulations for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and other statutes, orders, and policies that protect fish and wildlife resources, I have established the following administrative record and determined that the following proposed action is categorically excluded from NEPA documentation requirements consistent with 40 CFR 1508.4, 43 CFR 46.210 and 516 DM 8.5.

Proposed Action and Alternatives.  
The proposed action is a study proposed by the Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) that includes two principal components: 1) The capture of four bobcats (Lynx rufus) using box traps and fitting them with GPS radio collars to allow close monitoring of these animals in the vicinity of the captive breeding pen for Sonoran pronghorn (Antilocapra Americana sonoriensis) and  2) the use of trail cameras to document the number of bobcats ranging within a 64 mi2 area of the pen as illustrated in Figure 1 below.  As illustrated, the area associated with the camera component is subdivided into four 16mi2 subunits.  Within each subunit, two cameras will be placed back-to-back and facing in opposite directions within washes for a period of 90 days.  After 90 days, cameras will be moved and established in the next subunit.  Camera rotation between the subunits will continue every 90 days for the duration of the study.  None of the cameras will be placed within the refuge wilderness area or on BLM lands regardless of subunit overlap into those areas as depicted in figure 1.   The purpose of the proposed action is to determine: 1) if bobcats are entering the pen undetected by current monitoring techniques, e.g. looking for visual sign and through the use of camera traps and if so, where and under what circumstances, 2) if bobcats are preying on Sonoran pronghorn within the pen, and  3) determine daily movement patterns, home range and relative densities of bobcats ranging within the vicinity of the pen.
Alternatives include:

1)  No action:  The study will not be undertaken and AZGFD staff will continue to rely on current pen perimeter monitor (walking and documenting predator sign) to determine if predators including bobcats are entering the pen.
2) Implement the collar component only and omit the trail camera component.  This will focus efforts specifically on four bobcats ranging within the vicinity of the pen and whether or not they enter the pen and whether or not they are preying on pronghorn within the pen.
3) Implement both components but reduce the size of the area monitored with the camera component.  Available AZGFD staff time may mandate that subunits be reduced in size from 16mi2 to 9mi2 for example. This may minimally meet study objectives (purposes) as listed above.
The Cabeza Prieta Comprehensive Conservation Plan Wildlife Stewardship Program and Environmental Impact Statement [CCP] 2007) states that the pronghorn pen will be monitored “regularly to detect predator entry, pronghorn productivity and general health.”  The continued operation of the pronghorn pen is objective # 4 of the wildlife and habitat management goal for the refuge in the CCP.

The first “Narrative for Recovery Actions” statement specified in the Final Revised Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Plan (1998) is to “Enhance the present population of Sonoran pronghorn to reach a recovery goal of 300 adults” and to “decrease factors that are potentially limiting population growth.” The action statements that follow include: “Enhance Sonoran pronghorn numbers through fawn recruitment and, increase adult and fawn survival through habitat enhancement, investigation of food plots and water developments.”

Categorical Exclusion(s).
It is the Service's determination that this project qualifies as categorically exempted from additional environmental analysis per NEPA; as listed in 516 DM 8.5, Fish and Wildlife Service, Categorical Exclusions, B. Resource Management, (1) “Research, inventory, and information collection activities directly related to the conservation of fish and wildlife resources which involve negligible animal mortality or habitat destruction, no 

introduction of contaminants, or no introduction of organisms not indigenous to the affected ecosystem.”
It is the Service's determination that this project qualifies as categorically exempted from additional environmental analysis per 43 CFR Section 46.205-215 as no extraordinary circumstances were identified in association with the proposed action.
Permits/Approvals. 
While the proposed action does constitute an increased level of potential disturbance to Sonoran pronghorn, it is insignificant to that which already occurs in association with ongoing activity in the area including that associated with AZGFD personnel working at the Sonoran pronghorn pen.  The proposed action is adequately addressed in the Biological Opinion for the Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan in the Wildlife and Habitat Management section regarding the implementation and management of the captive breeding pen for Sonoran pronghorn. 
Public Involvement/Interagency Coordination.  The AZGFD has coordinated this proposed action with the Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Team which includes the Cabeza Prieta NWR, Kofa NWR, FWS Ecological Services Tucson Field Office, Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, Barry M Goldwater Range - East and West,  U.S. Border Patrol, Bureau of Land Management, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Tohono O'Odham Nation, the Phoenix Zoo, the University of Arizona, El Pinacate y Gran Desieto del Altar, Mexico and others.  
This EAS will be posted on the CPNWR's webpage for 14 days prior to being signed.  Please provide written comments to Sid Slone, Refuge Manager, Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge, 1611 N. Second Ave., Ajo, Arizona  85321 or Sid_Slone@fws.gov.  
Supporting Documents.  Supporting documents for this determination include relevant office file material and the following key references: 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2006. Biological Opinion for the Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan, Arizona. Arizona Ecological Services Office. Available online at: http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arizona/Documents/Biol_Opin/060416_CPNWR_CCP.pdf
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2007. Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge Comprehensive Conservation Plan Wilderness Stewardship Plan and Environmental Impact Statement. 668 pp.
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